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ROADMAP FOR A MORE EFFICIENT AND 
ACCOUNTABLE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT: 
IMPLEMENTING THE GPRA 
MODERNIZATION ACT 


TUESDAY, MAY 10, 2011 

U.S. Senate, 

Joint Hearing with the Oversight of Government 
Management, the Federal Workforce, and the 
District of Columbia Subcommittee and the. 
Federal Financial Management, Government 
Information, Federal Services, and International 

Security Subcommittee, 

OF THE Committee on Homeland Security 
AND Governmental Affairs, 
Washington, DC. 

The Subcommittees met, pursuant to notice, at 2:38 p.m., in 
room 562, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. Thomas R. Carper, 
Chairman of the Subcommittee on Federal Financial Management, 
Government Information, Federal Services, and International Secu- 
rity, presiding. 

Present: Senators Carper, Pryor, Brown, and Johnson. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR CARPER 

Senator Carper. The Subcommittee will come to order. 

I apologize for running a little bit late. Thank you for your pa- 
tience with me. I am happy to be here with my colleagues and all 
of you. I am especially looking forward to our witnesses. 

I think, in bringing the Sub^committee to order, I want to say, un- 
fortunately, Senator Akaka of Hawaii, broke two ribs in a minor 
accident at home last week. He is unable to be with us to attend 
the hearing today. His statement and the witnesses’ answers to his 
questions for the record will be included in the hearing record for 
today. I understand he is recovering quickly and we look forward 
to seeing him back again soon. He is one of my favorite people. We 
love Senator Akaka around here. We want him to be off the DL 
and back into the game in the starting lineup, and we are told he 
will be very soon. 

But today’s hearing will examine the recently enacted Govern- 
ment Performance and Results Modernization Act (GPRAMA) of 
2011 and how progress is being made toward its full implementa- 
tion. This bipartisan legislation, which I sponsored with, among 
others. Senator Akaka, and I want to say Senator Voinovich, I 
think Senator Warner, maybe Senator — was Senator Brown a co- 

( 1 ) 
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sponsor? I am not sure. He could have been. Anyway, a bunch of 
us pushed this legislation. In the last Congress, it got signed into 
law. I am grateful to all my colleagues for their support and look- 
ing forward to how we are doing in its implementation. 

Seventeen years ago. Congress passed the Government Perform- 
ance and Results Act (GPRA) to help us better manage our finite 
resources and to improve the effectiveness of Federal programs. 
Given our mind-boggling budget deficits today, there has never 
been a greater need for more informed and effective management 
of taxpayer dollars. Since 1993, agencies across the Federal Gov- 
ernment have developed and implemented strategic plans and have 
routinely generated a tremendous amount of performance data. 
The question is, have Federal agencies actually used their perform- 
ance data to get better results? 

Producing information, as we know, does not by itself improve 
performance, and experts from both sides of the aisle agree that 
the solutions developed in 1993 did not work as we had originally 
anticipated and hoped. The American people deserve and our fiscal 
challenges demand better results. 

In fact, when the bill was passed in 1993, I was just becoming 
a new Governor, but when the bill was passed in 1993, I think it 
was sort of referred to as the Results Act. They wanted the folks 
in that Administration — we had a new President and we had at 
that time, I think, a Democratic Congress, but they were focused 
on performance and on results, something that I think the three of 
us certainly focus on, results, wanting to get things done. 

Vince Lombardi used to say, if you are not keeping score, you are 
just practicing. He said a lot of memorable things. That was one 
of my favorite. He also said, winning is not the only thing — no, 
winning is not everything, it is the only thing. But we could prob- 
ably spend the better part of this hearing coming up with his 
quotes, but I like this one a lot. If you are not keeping score, you 
are just practicing. 

But we have not been doing a very good job of setting clear goals 
for Federal programs, at least for some of them. We have not been 
doing a very good job of keeping score, either, and it is time to get 
into the game and play for real. 

The Government Performance and Results Modernization Act 
brings a strategic Government-wide focus to performance manage- 
ment by requiring the Office of Management and Budget (0MB) to 
set Government-wide goals to align programs from different agen- 
cies to work together to reduce overlap and duplication. It also re- 
quires 0MB to seek majority and minority views from Congress on 
those goals. With an eye toward eliminating redundancy within 
Government, the law requires agencies to support Government- 
wide priorities by linking their goals to them and working across 
party lines to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of their work. 

I am pleased to hear that 0MB is taking the new law seriously. 
In fact, 0MB helped develop the new law, so it is especially encour- 
aging that they are also taking it seriously. But in early April, 
0MB Director Jack Lew, along with Deputy Director for Manage- 
ment Jeff Zients, who is with us today, issued a memo to agency 
and department heads directing them to begin to implement the 
new law. The memo told agencies to submit the name of their 
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Agency Chief Operating Officer (COO) to 0MB by May 2 , and that 
was last Monday, I think, last Monday, and the name of their 
Agency Performance Information Officer (PIO) by June 1. These po- 
sitions, codified by the new law, are crucial to improving the per- 
formance of the Federal Government. 

The memo also instructed agencies to begin holding data-driven 
progress reviews of their goals by the end of June. I look forward 
to hearing from Mr. Zients today about whether these timelines 
will be met and about how many agencies have put their Chief Op- 
erating Officer into place. 

Finally, the law requires that all the results and performance in- 
formation agencies generate be placed on a single searchable Web 
site. This electronic information would replace much of the large 
performance-related documents agencies produce today that often 
go unread. It will provide the sort of transparency and account- 
ability of agency performance that Congress and the American peo- 
ple demand. It will also enable us to see what is working, to fix 
what is not, and to make some tough decisions about what pro- 
grams may be duplicative or not needed. 

This Web site, known as performance.gov, has yet to be 
launched, and recent cuts to the Electronic Government Fund 
make its future a bit cloudy. That is a matter of concern to me. I 
know it is to others. We hope to hear more today about the Web 
site’s status and its importance from our witnesses. 

Finally, during his State of the Union Address a couple months 
ago. President Obama pledged to merge and reorganize agencies. I 
believe Mr. Zients is leading these efforts for the President and we 
hope to hear from him and other witnesses about how this new law 
can serve as a tool for making some of the tough decisions ahead, 
and we know they will be tough. 

Today, we face unparalleled challenges both here and abroad, 
and these require a knowledgeable and nimble Federal Govern- 
ment that can respond effectively. With concerns growing over the 
mounting Federal deficit and national debt, the American people 
deserve to know that every dollar they send to Washington is being 
used to its utmost potential. We need to replace the, what I would 
describe as the culture of spendthrift that has become all too com- 
mon in Washington, really, in Federal agencies across the country, 
replace that culture of spendthrift with what I describe as a culture 
of thrift, and making better use of performance information is an 
invaluable tool that can help us get there. If used effectively, it can 
identify problems, find solutions, and develop approaches that can 
help us to provide better service to the people who send us here 
for less money than we are spending today — better results for less 
money. 

With that said, I going to turn to Senator Scott Brown for his 
statement. Thank you. 
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OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR BROWN 

Senator Brown. Certainly, thank you, Mr. Chairman, for holding 
this hearing. As you mentioned. Senator Akaka cannot he with us 
today. I want to just say for the record that while I have an oppor- 
tunity to serve in this Joint Subcommittee hearing, to recognize his 
distinguished service and leadership on issues concerning the im- 
provement and management of our Federal Government. I want to 
thank our witnesses all for coming and all the people that are here 
to listen. 

As you know, just to mirror what Senator Carper said, we are 
in a financial emergency and we need to squeeze out every last dol- 
lar. When I go around the country and around the State, in par- 
ticular, and people say, before I give any more taxes, I want to 
know that the Government is using my money wisely, and I think 
there is a trust issue right now, that people want to do their fair 
share, but they also want to know that when they do it, they are 
not going to be wasting their hard-earned dollars. And I think 
there needs to be an effort to reestablish trust between the Amer- 
ican people and the Federal Government, quite frankly, and I am 
hopeful through your efforts, collectively, that you will be able to 
eliminate any overlap waste, fraud abuse. 

On the one hand, we are wrestling about $61 billion, and on the 
other hand, we are giving away hundreds of billions of dollars just 
through various programs and projects that are either obsolete, 
they are not working properly, and we need help. And I have said 
publicly, I am happy to help the Administration with these things, 
happy to work with my Democratic colleague, Mr. Chairman, to 
tackle these things. There are people of good will on both sides of 
the aisle who want to tackle these things and we have not been 
given the opportunity yet and I am hopeful we can do that. 

So this hearing is obviously a good step and I want to just thank 
you for coming and letting us know where you are at and what you 
are doing and I look forward to the testimony, as well. Thank you, 
Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Carper. Good. Thank you. Senator Brown. 

Senator Johnson from Wisconsin. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR JOHNSON 

Senator Johnson. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I also want to ac- 
knowledge Senator Akaka, who is just a fine gentleman, and cer- 
tainly wish him a speedy recovery. It is too bad he cannot be here 
today. 

I also want to acknowledge what Senator Brown just said about 
people working together in good will and good faith to tackle these 
issues. I came to Washington because we are bankrupting this Na- 
tion. We are here at a very serious time. I think our Nation is im- 
periled, and I knew the system was broken. I knew processes were 
broken, our budget process was broken, and unfortunately, there 
has not been a whole lot of things I have seen here in my 4 months 
and 7 days — but who is counting — that has changed my mind that 
things are pretty broken here in Washington. But there are a few 
rays of hope, and certainly working with you, Mr. Dodaro, in terms 
of what I have seen coming out of the Government Accountability 
Office (GAO), and I think the Government Performance and Re- 
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suits Improvement Act, I mean, these are signs that mayhe we do 
have a chance. When we are looking at running a $1.65 trillion, or 
as I like to refer to it, a $1,650 billion a year deficit, we simply can- 
not afford to have inefficient and ineffective Government. 

So, again, I am looking forward to your testimony. Thank you for 
coming. I think in particular, as I mentioned to Mr. Zients, I really 
want to talk about examples. I want to see in the past what has 
worked, and maybe more important, what has not worked and why 
it has not worked in these agencies in terms of actually improving 
them, looking at metrics and seeing how we can move this process 
forward. 

So, again, thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Carper. Thank you. Senator Johnson. 

Our first witness today is the Honorable Jeff Zients. Mr. Zients 
is our Nation’s first Chief Performance Officer (CPO) and the Dep- 
uty Director for Management in the Office of Management and 
Budget. Before coming to the Government, Mr. Zients spent over 
20 years as a Chief Executive Officer (CEO) in the private sector, 
and we thank him for appearing today. Thank you even more for 
your service. 

Our witness alongside of — his wingman, alongside of Mr. Zients, 
is Gene Dodaro, a man who testifies time and again with no pre- 
pared testimony. He does it off the top of his head. We will see if 
he can do it again today. I tell him, the only other person I ever 
saw do this was John Roberts, who went on to become the Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court, so you have a bright future ahead 
of you, if not at GAO. [Laughter.] 

But Gene is the Comptroller General of the United States and 
head of the U.S. Government Accountability Office. What is the 
length of your tenure, is it 15 years? Sixteen years? 

Mr. Dodaro. Eifteen years. 

Senator Carper. Eifteen years, OK. Mr. Dodaro has a long and 
distinguished career at GAO, stretching back for more than 30 
years, and we thank him for being with us today and for testifying. 

I just want to say — I said this to some of my colleagues today 
and I will just say this before we turn it over to our witnesses — 
I think GAO, in terms of deficit reduction, are actually getting bet- 
ter results for less money. I think GAO does huge public service for 
us, if we will take advantage of it. Among other things, it is with 
their High-Risk List. It is almost like a to-do list for things that 
we can do to change the culture around here, but not just change 
the culture, but actually get better results for less money. 

And I always commend it to my colleagues and would do so again 
today, and we thank you for that, and also for your work on dupli- 
cation. If we are smart, we will take Subcommittees like this one 
that are really interested in getting better results for less money 
and work with 0MB, where certainly Mr. Zients, as our Chief Per- 
formance Officer, is interested in doing that, and GAO will get 
some things done. In fact, we are already beginning to and I am 
encouraged by that. 

All right. Mr. Zients, you are up. You can testify for as long as 
you want, but I will have to cut you off a little bit after 5 minutes, 
so do not. But you can keep talking. You will run over into Gene 
Dodaro. But your entire testimony will be made part of the record. 
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so if you can wrap it a little over 5 minutes, that would be great. 
Thanks. 

Mr. ZiENTS. Great. 

Senator Carper. Please proceed. 

STATEMENT OF HON. JEFFREY D. ZIENTS, i FEDERAL CHIEF 

PERFORMANCE OFFICER AND DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR MAN- 
AGEMENT, U.S. OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

Mr. ZiENTS. Thank you, Chairman Carper and Ranking Member 
Johnson and Senator Brown. I appreciate the opportunity to come 
before you today to discuss our shared objective to improve the effi- 
ciency and the effectiveness of Government operations. I will pro- 
vide a brief update on the Administration’s performance manage- 
ment approach, explain how we are implementing the new Act, and 
discuss the path forward, all within 5 minutes. 

Let me start with an update. The Obama Administration’s per- 
formance management efforts buildupon the groundwork estab- 
lished by previous Administrations and by Congress. We are using 
a proven approach. I think it is pretty simple and straightforward. 
Leaders set clear, ambitious goals for a limited number of prior- 
ities. Agency teams then develop performance plans and set specific 
targets. And then agency leaders, working with 0MB, conduct fre- 
quent performance reviews to drive progress toward these goals. 
And we are getting results. 

Let me start with our Government-wide management efforts. We 
have reviewed, case by case, over 100 troubled information tech- 
nology (IT) projects and have reduced spending by roughly $3 bil- 
lion. As importantly, we have streamlined these projects to focus on 
the critical business needs, and in some cases, we have actually 
terminated poorly performing projects altogether. 

For in improper payments, we have deployed state-of-the-art 
fraud detection tools used by the private sector to crack down on 
fraud and abuse. These tools have helped us avoid $4 billion in im- 
proper payments in 2010 alone. 

We have also tackled the longstanding problems plaguing the 
management of real property, making significant progress toward 
the President’s goal of achieving $3 billion in savings by the end 
of next year. We proposed to Congress just last week a Base Re- 
alignment and Closure (BRAC)-like approach to civilian property 
that would save $15 billion over 3 years. 

So while we have been driving progress in these and other Gov- 
ernment-wide areas, we have also been working very closely with 
senior leaders, deputy secretaries of the major agencies, to set clear 
goals in their agencies on their specific high priority areas. 

Take Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), for 
example, where Secretary Donovan and his deputy are working on 
a goal to assist 700,000 homeowners who are at risk of losing their 
homes. They are currently actually tracking ahead of their targets, 
25 percent ahead, for early delinquency intervention and loss miti- 
gation. HUD is also working with the Department of Veterans Af- 
fairs (VA) to reduce homelessness among veterans, and they are on 


^The prepared statement of Mr. Zients appears in the appendix on page 46. 
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track to bring the number of homeless veterans down below their 
target of 59,000 by June 2012. 

For all of these priority goals, both the agency-specific and the 
cross-Government management goals, we have senior accountable 
officials who are executing on detailed action plans and agency 
leaders who are tracking and analyzing progress against very spe- 
cific outcomes-based targets. They are driving continual progress to 
meet their goals. Where they are off-track, they are making mid- 
course corrections. 

We are harnessing the power of transparency and accountability 
to get these results. We are using vehicles like the IT Dashboard 
to cast light on Government-wide management priorities. In each 
quarter, agencies report progress on their agency-specific goals 
through the Web site that Senator Carper mentioned, perform- 
ance. gov. As needed, myself and my team at 0MB follows up with 
agencies to support their efforts or to push where we think there 
needs to be more action, all to make sure that we are making suffi- 
cient progress. 

The GPRA Modernization Act that just passed really builds on 
and reinforces our performance management approach, and we are 
working aggressively with agencies to implement the Act. As Sen- 
ator Carper mentioned, last month, 0MB Director Lew and I sent 
a memo instructing agencies to designate both Chief Operating Of- 
ficers and Performance Improvement Officers to drive performance 
and implementation of the Act. We also outlined the process and 
the time line for setting new agency priority goals as part of the 
Fiscal Year 2013 budget process that we are starting. 

Furthermore, as all of us recognize, the Federal Government too 
often operates in stovepipes, with inadequate cross-agency coopera- 
tion and coordination. The Act enhances our efforts to address this 
problem through the creation of Federal cross-agency priority goals. 
We have started the process of identifying these cross-agency goals 
for the first time with a specific focus on opportunities to address 
the duplication and inefficiencies across agencies, like those high- 
lighted in the GAO report. We look forward to working with Con- 
gress in the coming months as we develop these first Federal cross- 
agency priority goals. 

Importantly, the Act also calls for us to move from the production 
of very lengthy printed performance plans and reports to more use- 
ful, more actionable online performance information. Perform- 
ance. gov is the vehicle for this. It will facilitate and accelerate per- 
formance management, and we plan to make the information on 
the site available to the public soon to help hold us accountable. 
We will work to expand Performance.gov to meet the Act’s broader 
reporting requirements in advance of our October 2012 deadline, 
though, as Senator Carper has said, the exact timing and level of 
functionality will be dependent upon future funding levels. 

So in closing, our path forward, and the progress that we have 
had to date, gives me a lot of confidence that, together, we can 
change the way Government works to provide the American people 
with the efficiency, effective, and high-performing Government they 
deserve. I look forward to working closely with the three of you and 
other Members of Congress and my colleagues and Federal employ- 
ees across the Nation to accomplish our shared objectives. 


VerDate Nov 24 2008 14:27 Nov 28, 201 1 Jkt 067636 PO 00000 Frm 00011 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 P:\DOCS\67636.TXT JOYCE 



H605-41331-79W7 with DISTILLER 


8 


I want to thank the Suhcommittee for holding the hearing and 
for your continued commitment to improving Federal performance. 
Post-Gene, I will he happy to answer any questions. 

Senator Carper. Thank you very much for that testimony. 

Mr. Dodaro, you are on. Thanks. 

STATEMENT OF HON. EUGENE L. DODARO, i COMPTROLLER 
GENERAL, U.S. GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE 

Mr. Dodaro. Good afternoon, Mr. Chairman, Senator Brown, 
Senator Johnson. I am pleased to be here today to discuss the Gov- 
ernment Performance and Results Modernization Act. I would first 
like to express my best wishes to Senator Akaka, as well, for a 
speedy recovery. 

There are five elements of the legislation that I wanted to focus 
on in my oral comments today. The first is instilling a more coordi- 
nated, cross-cutting focus on achieving meaningful results. I believe 
our report on Overlap, Duplication, and Fragmentation vividly out- 
lined the need for a better approach in this area. For example, the 
report highlighted several areas where there are between 40 and 
100 different programs trying to accomplish similar objectives in 
the areas like teacher quality, employment and training programs, 
economic development programs, surface transportation. There is 
the need for greater coordination to make sure that the Federal 
Government’s role is clear, that there are opportunities to focus 
better on what the Government collectively is trying to achieve in 
these areas, there is a prioritization, and there are metrics that 
could be used to hold agencies accountable. So I believe this cross- 
cutting coordinating focus can drive greater efficiencies, and the 
GPRA Modernization Act is a platform for reprioritization of what 
the Federal role should be and how it will be measured to gauge 
success. 

Also, more and more problems require multiple agencies to work 
together to tackle those problems, whether we are talking about 
homeland security or battling infectious diseases, and the GPRA 
Modernization Act offers a new, fresh start to begin those processes 
in a coordinated way across the Federal Government. 

The second major element is focusing on management challenges 
and management functions. The Act calls for focusing on five: Fi- 
nancial management, human capital, acquisition and contract man- 
agement, real property, and information technology. These areas, 
either the whole area or aspects of the area, are on our High-Risk 
List. Now, while in most of the areas, there were efforts made dur- 
ing the 1990’s to pass management reform legislation, and there 
have been some benefits from that, but we are nowhere near hav- 
ing the type of management infrastructure and capabilities com- 
mensurate with the challenges facing the Federal Government 
right now. And I am hoping that through the requirements for 
0MB to produce plans on these management functions, that will 
provide greater impetus to making the necessary improvements so 
the Government has the management capacity to really deliver bet- 
ter results for less money. But it will not happen with only plans 
in each of the functional areas, but the plans need to be developed 


^The prepared statement of Mr. Dodaro appears in the appendix on page 52. 
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in an integrated fashion to look at these management tools using 
approach that provides the biggest bang for the buck. 

Third, the emphasis of the Act on use of performance measures 
is critical. The need to disclose more about the reliability of the 
performance measures, to provide more frequent reporting, or quar- 
terly reporting, and to make it transparent through a single, gov- 
ernmentwide Web site, I think will have profound effects on ac- 
countability moving forward. 

Again, in our report on Overlap, Duplication, and Fragmentation, 
we found in many cases, many of these programs had not been re- 
viewed for their impact. In the employment and training area, only 
5 of the 47 programs we looked at had a performance evaluation 
impact study since 2004. Many other programs have not been eval- 
uated. So there needs to be rigorous discipline imposed and the ca- 
pabilities enhanced of the agencies to be able to focus on these 
areas. 

The last two, the fourth and fifth areas I would mention to- 
gether, which is leadership and engaging the Congress more in a 
dialogue. I would note the two areas that we took off the High-Risk 
List this past year had senior management attention in the Execu- 
tive Branch and had over a dozen hearings by the Congress to get 
sustained progress and enough attention to come off of the list. So 
it is very important for the Executive and Legislative Branches to 
work together on these problems, to have ongoing dialogue. I think 
through the collective efforts of all, the Government can have sys- 
tems in place that the American people expect and that could pro- 
vide better results and more effective services. 

And I would close by saying that I can assure this Subcommittee 
there are several roles for GAO in the legislation to provide peri- 
odic evaluations of its implementation and we will be doing that 
very diligently and providing the results to the Congress. 

So thank you very much. I would be happy to answer any ques- 
tions. 

Senator Carper. That is great. Thanks so much. 

Let us just go back to your last point, if we could, Mr. Dodaro. 
You mentioned there are several opportunities or roles for GAO to 
play, and I think there are some for 0MB certainly to play. Talk 
about, if you will, the role for us on this side of the dais, for the 
Legislative Branch. 

I go back to this idea of getting better results, focusing on per- 
formance. Eighteen years ago. President Clinton signed the original 
legislation into law, and here we are 18 years later. I think you 
could argue we have made some progress, but certainly not nearly 
enough. 

But talk, if you will, a little bit about the roles that GAO is ex- 
pected to play under the legislation. And if you will, turn it around 
on us and say, well, these are some things that you and the Legis- 
lative Branch could do that would be real helpful. 

Mr. Dodaro. Well, GAO’s responsibilities, first, are to provide 
evaluations by 2013 on the planning and reporting aspects of the 
GPRA Modernization Act, and then by 2015 and again in 2017, to 
provide analysis of how the performance information is being used 
to enhance performance and hold managers accountable for achiev- 
ing those results, and then every 4 years after. So there is a set 
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schedule in place for us to review it on a periodic basis but I fo- 
cused on early implementation. I believe in getting started right 
away and laying the proper foundation. So we are already begin- 
ning our outreach. 

Now, as it relates to the Congress, I think the Act sets what I 
would call minimum requirements for consultation; that is the Ex- 
ecutive Branch must consult with the legislature about their goals 
every 2 years and to disclose how they use the results. I think the 
Congress ought to seize the opportunity to be more proactive and 
to provide its input into the Executive Branch about these program 
activities, what they would like to see out of the results, to have 
frequent, ongoing communication, and to have formal oversight 
hearings. 

I think the other challenge for the Congress, quite frankly, will 
be in these cross-cutting areas, because they will cut across com- 
mittee jurisdictions. So I think joint hearings like this type of hear- 
ing will have to become more commonplace and to have more dia- 
logue so the Congress can express its collective views on these 
cross-cutting policy issues. I think that will be very important. 

Senator Carper. All right. Good. Thanks. 

Mr. Zients, same question, if I could, replacing GAO with 0MB, 
the first part. 

Mr. Zients. OK. In terms of OMB’s role, it is central here. We 
are, as you pointed out, working with agency leaders to designate 
the COOs, the PIOs, to ensure that those quarterly reviews kick 
in at the end of June. We are going to be working very closely as 
part of the President’s Management Council (PMC), the senior- 
most management council across government, that I chair. It is the 
deputy secretaries, and we meet monthly. Performance has been 
our agenda since the beginning of the Administration and the Act 
has been a constant agenda item since it passed in January. 

Senator Carper. How has attendance been at those meetings? 

Mr. Zients. We make sure that we schedule around very busy 
people’s calendars. There are 20 members. We typically have 17 or 
18 at the table. 

Senator Carper. All right. 

Mr. Zients. But that is through a complex scheduling process to 
coordinate schedules. We are essential here. It is going to be a very 
important part of my effort 

Senator Carper. Do you meet in person or do you do it — can 
people do it by video, or 

Mr. Zients. It is all in person. 

Senator Carper. OK. 

Mr. Zients. It is an hour-and-a-half meeting once a month. No 
substitutes is also the rule, so it is the deputies themselves. So that 
senior ownership and making sure that we provide the tools and 
that we hold the review sessions with senior leaders to make sure 
that they are making progress is probably the most important role. 

On your second question, on Congress, I would echo what Gene 
said in terms of giving input and holding us accountable. I would 
also say that, like the real property legislation that we talked 
about last week, we are going to need the cooperation of Confess. 
Some of these issues, real estate being a tangible one, individual 
members of Congress care a lot about individual properties, and in 
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order for us to rid ourselves of unneeded properties, we are going 
to need congressional help to do that. 

That is also true with the individual programs. There is plenty 
of work that we need to he doing in the Executive Branch, but in- 
evitably, on some of these programs, there are members of Con- 
gress who care a lot about the individual programs, even if they 
might be less effective programs. We are going to need your co- 
operation in order to rid ourselves of unnecessary or poorly per- 
forming programs and unneeded real estate, and that exists across 
many of our areas. 

Last, the more that these priorities are hard-wired into budget 
and appropriations, the more real they become. So I think it is 
going to be very important that we work closely with you and that, 
ultimately, budgets and appropriations reflect these priorities. 

Senator Carper. Great. I would like to say, and I say this as 
much to my colleagues as anybody else, but one of the things that 
we are trying to do, this is just one little Subcommittee in Home- 
land Security with fairly broad jurisdiction, and what we are trying 
to do is to figure out how to leverage our role, and by working with 
0MB, by working with the Government Accountability Office, by 
working with the Inspector Generals (IG) across the Federal Gov- 
ernment, by working with nonprofit groups. Citizens Against Gov- 
ernment Waste and David Walker’s new organization and Pete Pe- 
terson and those initiatives, maybe together — none of us by them- 
selves can get this job done because it is so huge, but I think by 
working together — these are not partisan issues. Nobody likes 
waste. It is not a Democrat or Republican issue. So I am encour- 
aged by what you are doing. 

Somebody said to me recently that one of the best ways to get 
better performance was through transparency, by being more 
transparent. We are actually opening up to the full light of day 
how well we are doing or not doing a particular job or role, then 
that is a pretty good way to get better results, and I think there 
is something to that. 

With that in mind, we have, unfortunately, in the Continuing 
Resolution cut significantly the amount of money that is going to 
be available to help pay for, among other things, performance.gov 
and some of the tools that we have in mind that Vivek Kundra has 
been pushing for us to do, the Dashboard stuff and others. 

I want to ask, if I could, Mr. Zients, when does 0MB plan to re- 
lease the final public version of the Web site, and will the schedule 
be affected by the Fiscal Year 2011 budget reductions to the Elec- 
tronic Government Fund? 

Mr. Zients. Yes. As you pointed out, the Continuing Resolution 
(CR) did result in much reduced funding for efforts like the IT 
Dashboard, USAspendingperformance.gov, and these other vehi- 
cles, which I do think have a real impact on performance. The IT 
Dashboard looks at every major IT project across the Federal Gov- 
ernment, to see it is performing versus costs and budget. That set 
us up to do the very detailed project by project review that resulted 
in the $3 billion of savings and cutting delivery times in half. 

So I, too, am a big believer that this transparency can help drive 
performance and hold us accountable. We will be able to keep most 
of the current sites going, but we are not going to be able to do the 
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enhanced functionality that begins to integrate sites and make 
them more user friendly and more applicable to performance with 
the level of funding that we have. 

We do anticipate that the very early version of performance.gov 
will be available in the next few weeks. Getting it to the standard 
that the Act calls for by October 2012, will depend upon getting the 
funding, because it really envisions a much more robust site than 
the one that we will be able to make available in the next few 
weeks. 

Senator Carper. All right. Good. 

We have been joined by Senator Pryor. Welcome, Senator Pryor. 
Glad to see you. 

And I would just say, one of the things I was just asking them, 
Mark, is what we can do to be a good, full partner in this, and I 
think one of the ways is to make sure, if we are interested in the 
transparency, if we are interested in transparency driving perform- 
ance, I think we need to make sure — these are very modest 
amounts of money, very modest. We are talking about $20 million, 
which in the whole scheme of things with a government this size 
is like — it is very, very small. 

Mr. ZiENTS. The government spends, $80 billion a year on IT, so 
the idea of a relatively small amount of money to open up perform- 
ance across an $80 billion annual spend is, I think, money well 
spent. 

Senator Carper. Yes. I agree. All right. Senator Brown. 

Senator Brown. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Zients, could you tell me the top five areas you have estab- 
lished as having the greatest need for improvement, and can you 
go into detail on how the initiative will ultimately save us money, 
and potentially how much? 

Mr. Zients. I think that the top five areas are actually in Gene’s 
second category, which are the management areas that cross all 
agencies. So I will start with contracting, where one out of every 
six dollars is contracted out. It is over $500 billion a year. It dou- 
bled during the Bush Administration, so it had about a 12 percent 
compounding annual growth rate. You can imagine with that kind 
of growth, that there are inefficiencies. There is too little competi- 
tion, so we cranked up competition. We rely too heavily on cost- 
plus or cost reimbursement contracts rather than fixed-price con- 
tracts, so we have set targets for moving contracts from cost-plus 
to fixed-price. 

We purchase in the Federal Government, Mr. Johnson, like we 
are hundreds of small or medium-sized business, when, in fact, we 
are the world’s largest purchaser. So we are using strategic 
sourcing and for the first time, really pooling our purchasing 
power, and office supplies is a very basic example. We are pooling 
purchasing power for the first time and we are saving 10 to 20 per- 
cent on the same pens and paper that agencies purchase every day. 

Another area is IT, as I mentioned, $80 billion a year. Probably 
to me the most important area 

Senator Brown. Can I interrupt for 1 second? 

Mr. Zients. Sure. 

Senator Brown. I just want to go back to what you talked about, 
the office supplies issue, only because I was recently contacted by 
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some folks. I guess my concern is when you are doing that sort of 
thing and you are actually doing the hulk purchasing, which I actu- 
ally have a bill that is dealing with a lot of that stuff 

Mr. ZiENTS. Mm-hmm. 

Senator Brown [continuing]. I am hopeful that when you do 
that, that you are not going to squeeze out the smaller business 
people and then have no competition to the point where you are 
just going to one entity ultimately 

Mr. ZiENTS. No, it is something that we are very cognizant of 
from the beginning, both small businesses, veterans’ owned busi- 
nesses, disabled businesses, and the like. Out of the 15 suppliers 
that are part of the final list there, 13 are not large businesses. 
They are small businesses, veterans’ owned businesses and all the 
rest. So it is not to say there are not small businesses that have 
lost out relative to small business competitors 

Senator Brown. Well, in Massachusetts, there are quite a few, 
actually. I received quite a few calls on it. So maybe offline, we can 
talk about it 

Mr. ZiENTS. Sure. 

Senator Brown [continuing]. So I am clear. I want to make sure 
that I understand 

Mr. ZiENTS. But to be clear, if you are going to do strategic 
sourcing and consolidate purchasing power, definitionally 

Senator Brown. Oh, yes. No, I get it. 

Mr. ZiENTS [continuing]. You are going to have a funnel. But in 
terms of the 15 that are on the list, 13 are small businesses. 

Senator Brown. Right. I did not mean to interrupt. 

Mr. ZiENTS. No, sir. IT, as we have talked about is $80 billion 
a year in spending. To me, it is probably the most important cat- 
egory, if you think about the year over year productivity gains in 
the private sector, 1.5 to 2 percent a year for the last couple of dec- 
ades. IT has been at the center of those gains, those gains both in 
efficiency and quality. And if you were to go to a typical govern- 
ment operation, for the most part, you would see processes and 
technologies that are a decade or two old. So if we are going to 
drive productivity, do more with less, we are going to have to get 
better at IT 

Senator Brown. I am going to interrupt you there again. 

Mr. ZiENTS. Please. 

Senator Brown. Another Senator and I have already had a hear- 
ing or two on that very issue because the amount of just ineffi- 
ciency and waste in that area is huge, especially with the tech- 
nology that we have now. It seems like we are reinventing the 
wheel and the wheel is moving so quickly, we are always two or 
three generations behind. 

Mr. ZiENTS. Yes. We have agencies that are relying too heavily 
on proprietary development. There is an opportunity to do shared 
services. There is an opportunity to leverage the cloud. So, again, 
I think — we are O-for-2. We spend $80 billion a year and we get a 
very low return for that 

Senator Brown. And we are fighting about $61 billion, remem- 
ber, in the last budget round. So that just goes to show you, when 
we are wasting — ^you said we are spending, but we are also — there 
is a tremendous amount of waste in here that I am glad 
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Mr. ZiENTS. As I said, when we went through 100 projects, we 
were able to reduce it by $3 billion, and I think more importantly, 
halve the delivery time for those projects so they can actually start 
to work to increase productivity efficiency and service quality. 

Another area is improper payments, one that Senator Carper has 
been 

Senator Brown. We had a hearing on it a couple of weeks ago, 
in the Medicare and 

Mr. ZiENTS. Right, $100 billion a year. There, we are importing 
from the private sector fraud detection tools that are enabling us 
to recapture funds. We actually piloted some of those in the Recov- 
ery Act. We are taking those to Medicare and elsewhere. Recovery 
audits, which Senator Carper helped pioneer, the idea of bringing 
in private sector firms to actually recover payments that should not 
have been made, $700 million in recovery last year. So a lot of 
work still needs to be done in improper payments, a major area of 
focus, and clearly, we need to reduce waste and inefficiency there. 

Senator Brown. I just want to jump in. As you are hitting it, it 
is kind of triggering a few things. Is there, like, a hotline where 
the ordinary citizen can call in and say, hey, by the way, I am 
aware of all this — it may be inefficiency or waste. Is that something 
you guys deal with or put out there at all? 

Mr. ZiENTS. Yes. I do not know the specifics. I believe there are 
through the Inspectors General and elsewhere, but I would need to 
get back to you on specific outlines. Certainly, the Inspectors Gen- 
eral play a feature role here. 

Senator Brown. Right. I did not know if you guys had specifi- 
cally anything 

Mr. ZiENTS. Another area is real property. We are the country’s 
largest property owner, over a million properties. Already, 14,000 
have been identified as unneeded. We made those public last week. 
But beyond the 14,000, there are tens of thousands of properties 
that are underutilized. It is way too difficult to get rid of unneeded 
property, too many steps in the process, a lot of red tape. And as 
I mentioned earlier, there can be political interests, too. So we are 
executing on $3 billion of savings, but that is really just the tip of 
the iceberg. If we can get this BRAC-like process set up, I think 
we can save $15 billion across the first 3 years. This is not even 
taking into account innovative space management practices like 
teleworking and hoteling that the private sector has been doing for 
years now. 

Senator Brown. Yes. No, that is good. I appreciate it. I just have 
one comment and then one last question and then I will move on. 
I was wondering if we could speak offline about just a couple of 
things 

Mr. ZiENTS. Please. 

Senator Brown [continuing]. Maybe today or tomorrow or the 
next day, whatever. 

Mr. ZiENTS. Please. 

Senator Brown. And I was wondering, what can 0MB do to en- 
sure that the agencies create a performance culture? I know you 
referenced that only a handful of agencies actually do any type of 
review, and where all agencies are accountable and then actually 
rewarded for contributing to the success of the goals, not just the 
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senior executives, so the low-level, mid-level, every employee feels 
like they are part of the team. 

Mr. ZiENTS. Yes. I do think you have to start at the top. I think, 
historically, one of the problems had been the turnover and lack of 
focus of political folks, and we have been working very hard to 
make sure that deputy secretaries and senior teams are focused on 
a handful of priorities. I think Senator Carper mentioned it up 
front. We tend to measure everything, and then nothing really mat- 
ters. So I think central to the Modernization Act, and to our effort 
here, is to pick a number of priorities and track them relentlessly. 

You are right. Senator Brown. Celebrate victories. Mid-course, 
correct where you are off-line. And we have the bulk of the Presi- 
dent’s Management Council now extremely focused, a few laggards 
who are catching up, and really driving performance at their agen- 
cies, and it is contagious. As you start to make progress and show 
that results can happen, it trickles down in the organization and 
everybody gets on board. 

Senator Brown. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Carper. I would just say, what I think we are getting 
at here is really trying to change the culture. Again, one Sub- 
committee does not change it, but all of us working together, be- 
cause we are all in this together, all of us working together, I 
think, actually can. It is a little bit like changing the course of an 
air craft carrier. But even those carriers’ courses can be changed. 

The other thing we have had hearings on, and I do not know that 
Senator Johnson was here, but Senator Brown and I have had 
some hearings where we actually brought in the Department of De- 
fense (DOD), and among the things we focused on, major weapons 
systems cost overruns, which are up last year about $402 billion, 
up from $42 billion a decade earlier. And what we found out is 
there are major gaps, where we had nobody literally at the top in 
the Pentagon whose job is procurement for months, in one case, 18 
months, in another case for, like, 15 months. I mean, just stuff that 
is — no wonder we have problems in this. 

We have to have continuity. Sometimes I look at the Executive 
Branch and it almost looks like what I call Executive Branch Swiss 
cheese. Whether it is the Bush Administration or the Obama Ad- 
ministration, that is no good. That is no good. 

Senator Johnson, thanks for being here. 

Senator Johnson. Well, thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

I used the analogy earlier today, because I have a dirty garage, 
but if you are going to try and clean it, you start somewhere. You 
start in that corner. I think that is what we are talking about here, 
too. I mean, we have a massive, behemoth government and there 
are all kinds of waste and inefficiency, but you have to start some- 
where and utilize those examples across the board. 

I just wanted to ask a couple of followup questions on the prop- 
erties. Mr. Zients, when you are talking about $15 billion savings 
over 3 years, is that savings in the cost of renting those properties 
or is that just receipts from selling the properties? 

Mr. Zients. Both. We have properties that are abandoned that 
might not have much market value. Those, we have to either give 
away or demolish and save the maintenance and energy costs. The 
majority of the savings, I think it is about 60 to 65 percent, is in 
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the sale, but the other 35 percent, obviously, is important mainte- 
nance and energy costs. 

Senator Johnson. Do you have an estimate — this is maybe get- 
ting a little ofF-subject, but do you have an estimate of total prop- 
erty, what the total receipt might be if we sold it? 

Mr. ZiENTS. It is carried on the books at over a trillion dollars, 
but the book value is a funny number here given the market fluc- 
tuations, where some are probably worthless and some are worth 
much more than we carried on the book. I think the figure is high 
one-point-something trillion. It is $20 billion a year of maintenance 
and energy expense. So that is our annual expense. 

Senator Johnson. Again, so you can save on maintenance and 
you could have money coming to Treasury to fill a budget gap? 

Mr. ZiENTS. Exactly. 

Senator Johnson. Mr. Dodaro, you were talking about oversight 
hearings. One thing I have learned in business is I have generally 
received better results trying to be positive, but when that fails, I 
mean, you have to get negative. Can you just talk to me a little 
bit about how you would envision those oversight hearings? I would 
imagine, again, talking about that corner of the garage, you would 
try and use examples, correct, to highlight it, and then maybe 
other agencies would start toeing the line? 

Mr. IfODARO. I would use examples of the two areas that came 
off the High-Risk List. First was the personnel security clearances. 
It was taking a huge amount of time, months, right after Sep- 
tember 11, 2001 to get people their security clearances. So we put 
it on the High-Risk List. Congress imposed some metrics including 
the Deputy Director for Management. 0MB, the Office of Personnel 
Management (0PM) and DOD got involved and they brought that 
metric down over time to less than 60 days to process the original 
clearance. There were clear goal and metrics. Congress had discus- 
sions. It was a constructive process. 

The same thing happened with the Decennial Census. That got 
off-track for this last 2010 Census. We put it on the High-Risk List 
in March 2008, out of our normal 2-year cycle, because we were 
concerned. We gave a lot of specific recommendations. Commerce 
got involved. The Congress got involved. Senator Carper and this 
Subcommittee, a lot of hearings were held. They brought it down 
on track. An IT project was out of control on these hand-held de- 
vices, and they were able to do it. 

So my belief is — and I have participated in a lot of oversight 
hearings over the years — that I think when there are clear priority 
goals, clear metrics. Congress can play a very constructive role in 
keeping the agency on track, and this is particularly important be- 
cause of the lack of continuity on an issue that might occur in the 
Executive Branch, both within Administrations and across Admin- 
istrations, and that is why we have maintained our High-Risk List, 
since 1990 across Administrations so that we can keep the focus on 
trying to move forward in these areas. 

So it is a very positive thing and it could focus on accomplish- 
ments in terms of achieving results. For example. Senator 
Voinovich said he would actually come back from Florida from va- 
cation if we took the personnel security clearances off the High- 
Risk List. He ultimately decided the weather was better in Florida 
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than it was here, but I think those things can happen. So those are 
just two examples. I could give you more. 

Senator Johnson. OK. We talked a little bit earlier about con- 
gressional action. Would either of you envision with either of your 
agencies recommending for sunset certain programs, a list that 
Congress could then act on? Is that kind of in the offing? 

Mr. Dodaro. Yes. The GPRA Modernization Act calls for 0MB, 
after programs do not meet their goals over a 3-year period, to rec- 
ommend termination, redefining, or some other action. So that con- 
cept is built into the Act. I think that is healthy. 

I think there are normal reauthorizations that are supposed to 
occur already in programs, but they are typically postponed. No 
Child Left Behind, for example, is up for reauthorization, as are 
Head Start programs. So I think that the idea of regular reviews 
is a really good idea. It is a healthy idea and it ought to be imple- 
mented effectively. 

Mr. ZiENTS. The President each year in his budget puts forward 
terminations and reductions as a separate volume. Last year, or for 
the Fiscal Year 2012 budget, it was over $33 billion and 200 dif- 
ferent programs. Now, some of those have been on the list for quite 
some time across different Administrations. We would imagine 
those efforts ramping up even further in this fiscal environment, 
and the Federal cross-agency goals that the Act calls for will cer- 
tainly be in these areas of duplication and overlap and we would 
envision finding programs that are less effective that either need 
to be turned around or terminated as part of that effort. 

Senator Johnson. As just a basic estimate, how many of those 
programs need congressional action versus just that could be termi- 
nated by the agencies themselves? 

Mr. ZiENTS. I think that most — the vast majority of them need 
congressional action. 

Mr. Dodaro. Yes, I would agree. 

Senator Johnson. OK. So we need those lists. 

Mr. ZiENTS. Yes. 

Senator Johnson. You talked about cross-agency action. Is there 
any kind of clearinghouse for just best practice methods within gov- 
ernment? 

Mr. ZiENTS. Yes. 

Senator Johnson. Across the management sphere? 

Mr. ZiENTS. Yes, and that absolutely is something I am a big be- 
liever in. My private sector work was sort of centered around best 
practices, the basic theory being that some executives or some orga- 
nizations are further ahead on certain issues and others can ben- 
efit from that. 

The senior-most management body, the President’s Management 
Council that I talked about earlier, is a clearinghouse for best prac- 
tices at the senior-most level. We also have councils in each of the 
functional areas. There is a Chief Acquisition Officer Council 
(CAOC), a CFO Council, a Chief Human Capital Council, and so 
on across the major functional areas, and we have ensured that 
those become primarily best practice clearinghouses, what is work- 
ing, what is not working, how can we work together more effi- 
ciently. 
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Senator Johnson. I was going to say, how well are those uti- 
lized? 

Mr. ZiENTS. I think increasingly well, and that has been one of 
our priorities. There is some variability. The way that we have 
tried to make sure those councils have a high return is to ensure 
that the senior-most people are there, and in order to get the sen- 
ior-most people there, you have to have agendas that matter, and 
we have found that the sharing of best practices on important 
issues with real granularity and analytics to support them is the 
way to get people there and to find that the council is a good return 
on their time. 

Senator Johnson. I cut you off. I am sorry. 

Mr. Dodaro. That is fine. Senator. I would say the functional 
councils and the sharing of best practices work fairly well. They 
could be better, and we have made some recommendations. But 
where there are not really good processes in place are in individual 
program areas. 

For example, we found in our report on overlap and duplication 
there were 82 programs focused on improving teacher quality 
across 10 different agencies, and there really was no process there 
to coordinate. There are multiple programs trying to provide assist- 
ance to the disabled and there is no real regular forum for that. 
So when these individual programs are run by different agencies — 
there needs to be more of a focus. 

Now, the GPRA Modernization Act requires 0MB to designate a 
few cross-cutting goals, but it also requires agencies to identify for 
their programs who else they should be coordinating with. And so 
if that part can be implemented effectively, I think you can have 
a more comprehensive approach, the coordination could ferret out 
a lot of this overlap and duplication by having the dialogue within 
the Executive Branch itself. 

Senator Johnson. OK, thank you Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Carper. Thank you. 

Before I yield and recognize Senator Pryor, I just want to men- 
tion, in the National Governors Association (NGA), we actually had 
a Center for Best Practices and there was a clearinghouse for good 
ideas that worked from A to Z, and the States that were doing a 
particularly good job, thought they had something to offer, would 
submit their best practice to the clearinghouse and provide contact 
information. If other States wanted to find out what was working, 
reduce recidivism, reduce welfare, reduce drop-out, all kinds of 
stuff, and improve educational outcomes. Tommy Thompson, your 
former Governor, was one of the real heroes in getting that started 
and I enjoyed very much working with him on that. 

The other thing that came up in, I think, this exchange between 
Senator Johnson and our panel, about the President submitting a 
list, I think in the budget, of programs that could be maybe — the 
President and the Executive Branch would suggest being termi- 
nated. A lot of times, the President, whether it is submitting rescis- 
sion proposals, reducing spending or sending spending, a lot of 
times, they are sent to us by Republican Presidents and Demo- 
cratic Presidents, we just ignore it and we never vote on the rescis- 
sions. 
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One of the things that a number of us on this panel have sug- 
gested is not that we give the President carte blanche. I am not in- 
terested in giving the President the kind of powers that the Con- 
gress was willing to give to the former President Clinton, nothing 
against him, but basically what was in the 1996-1997 line item 
veto bill that has really shifted powers enormously from the Legis- 
lative Branch to the Executive Branch. I am not interested in doing 
that. But the idea of saying that somebody needs to be held ac- 
countable, and the President and the Congress and the partnership 
need to be held accountable for programs that need to be basically 
eliminated or greatly reduced or spending needs — we should have 
to vote on that stuff and not ignore it. 

And the last thing I would just say, I think, as Mr. Dodaro, who 
mentioned the Census Bureau, and we had a huge run-up in costs 
of the Census. We could do it again if we do not figure out how 
to use technology to do a much better job in holding down costs, 
maybe social media, as well, social networking. 

One of the big problems there, going back to Executive Branch 
Swiss cheese, we have — in the Census Bureau, we had three dif- 
ferent Census Bureau Directors in the 27-month run-up to the Cen- 
sus — three. That is — no wonder we had problems. One of the things 
we are trying to get done is to change the law, and it comes lit- 
erally through our Committee, and we discussed this a couple of 
weeks ago when we were doing a mark-up, and I think you and I 
are very much of a like mind on this. But we said the Census Bu- 
reau Director should have a 5-year tenure. We do that with the In- 
ternal Revenue Service (IRS) Commissioner. That way, you do not 
have to worry about, when you are doing the run-up to the Census, 
well, you are going to have two or three different Census Directors. 
That is just crazy. So there is a lot here to chew on, I will tell you. 

Senator Pryor, we are delighted that you could join us here. 
Thanks. 

Senator Pryor. Thank you. Thanks for doing this. This is very 
helpful. 

Mr. Dodaro, let me start with you, if I may. You have said a few 
things. You have never used the term “zero-based budgeting,” but 
I feel like you are in the zone on that. Would you support a zero- 
based budgeting approach on the Federal level? 

Mr. Dodaro. Well, again, there have been a lot of different ap- 
proaches tried in the past, and there are some limitations to the 
zero-based approach, of going back and trying to build it from the 
base on up. I am a big believer, though, of reviewing what is cur- 
rently there and beginning to pare back and to try to focus on core 
responsibilities. There needs to be a regular review process and it 
needs to have something in it that has some staying power. 

Senator Pryor. Should the review come from the Executive and 
the Legislative? 

Mr. Dodaro. Yes, I believe. 

Senator Pryor. I do, too. The reason I am interested in zero- 
based budgeting is because around here, a lot of times, we start 
with last year’s budget and then we kind of tinker with it from 
there and usually we tend to add. You kind of start with a cost- 
of-living, inflation-type adjustment and you go from there. That is 
how it starts. 


VerDate Nov 24 2008 14:27 Nov 28, 201 1 Jkt 067636 PO 00000 Frm 00023 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 P:\DOCS\67636.TXT JOYCE 



H605-41331-79W7 with DISTILLER 


20 


But it seems like part of the review, at least, not even every year 
but for every agency, every 5 years or whatever it may be, take 
them back to zero and justify everything. I know that probably 
would add to your workload and probably add to our workload, as 
well. Through the authorizing Committees and the Budget Com- 
mittee here in the Senate, we would have to figure that all out. But 
I think it is something that is worth fuller discussion, so I appre- 
ciate your thoughts on that. 

Mr. Zients, you mentioned contracting a few moments ago. In 
fact, you started to give your top five list. Did you ever get through 
your top five, or do you have a top five? 

Mr. Zients. I definitely ran through contracting, information 
technology, improper payment, real property, so I got four out of 
five. 

Senator Pryor. Do you have a fifth? 

Mr. Zients. It is probably the people side, in that performance 
ultimately needs to be driven by people. 

Senator Pryor. OK. 

Mr. Zients. We are obviously in a tight period of time. At the 
same time, we are going to need to be hiring new people, and you 
are not going to get the best and brightest when it takes you 140 
days to hire someone. So bringing down the hiring time has been 
a top priority of mine and Director Berry’s, and we have actually 
made good progress there, making sure that we are ramping up the 
performance management is also important. So the people would be 
the fifth category. 

Senator Pryor. Let me ask you about contracting. I think you 
said one in every six Federal dollars goes to a contractor, somehow, 
some way. 

Mr. Zients. Mm-hmm. 

Senator Pryor. When I look at an agency that does very impor- 
tant work, like the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), in my 
area of the world, they engineer that levee system that is holding 
right now. It is under great stress with all the water running 
through the Mississippi. It just seems that when they do a con- 
tract, it takes so long and it is so expensive. And I understand, to 
some extent, they want to over-engineer things, and I get that, be- 
cause they are doing things for the long haul. They are more or less 
permanent and do not need that much maintenance. And so I think 
they do a good job in the engineering phase. 

But that would be one example. It is so expensive and takes so 
long to do some of that, and I am curious about your thoughts. 
First, is my perception correct? And second, I am curious if that is 
a function of bureaucracy and added requirements that just do not 
exist in the private sector. Why does it seem that government 
agencies take much longer than private sector and are much more 
expensive than the private sector? 

Mr. Zients. I cannot comment on the level of the specific agen- 
cy — 

Senator Pryor. Right 

Mr. Zients [continuing]. But across government, it is definitely 
an issue in terms of the complexity of the process. I think there are 
opportunities to leverage technology here, also. 
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At the end of the day, though, it reminds me a little bit of. Sen- 
ator Carper, your observation about the money that can be spent 
on transparency a relatively small amount given the $80 billion in 
the IT example. The same thing here in contracting. We really do 
not have the capabilities or the capacity in the contracting work- 
force, both in terms of setting up the bid process and then over- 
seeing contractors once they are selected. More importantly, in a 
very fiscally constrained environment, I would argue that a little 
bit of investment in the capacity and the capability of the con- 
tracting officers could have a big return on the $535 billion a year 
we spend on contracting. So it does lead to a process that too often 
is too slow, not competitive enough, and relies too heavily on cost- 
plus contracts as opposed to fixed-price contracts. 

Mr. ZiENTS. I think. Senator, broadly speaking to contracting and 
not just to the Corps, one of the most common problems that we 
find in looking at contracts is the lack of setting definitive require- 
ments up front. Many times — and things are allowed to proceed 
through the different phases without having technology matured, a 
good idea of exactly what the costs could be. This leads to cost over- 
runs over a period of time. And also, we found in many cases, when 
the contractors were not performing, they were still awarded 
fees 

Senator Pryor. Right. 

Mr. ZiENTS [continuing]. For performance. Now, we are trying to 
correct that within the Administration. But the lack of definitive 
requirements up front is a common problem that starts on a bad 
path. 

Senator Pryor. Yes. I used to serve on the Armed Services Com- 
mittee and periodically the military would issue a bid of some sort 
and then change the requirements midway through the process. 
Then they would change them again, and then before you know it, 
they would change them again. It really just prolongs and adds a 
lot to the expense. 

Let me ask about IT. I know that is very important and I like 
everything you said on it. Is that an area where you have to spend 
more money to get more efficient? 

Mr. ZiENTS. No. I think it is an area where we should be think- 
ing about how can we leverage technology to make processes more 
efficient and raise quality at the same time. But given we spend 
$80 billion a year right now and we do not spend it very well or 
very effectively. Too often, projects run 5, 6, or 7 years before they 
deliver any functionality or 

Senator Pryor. There is a lot of contracting there, right? 

Mr. ZiENTS. A lot of contracting there, yes. 

Senator Pryor. Yes. 

Mr. ZiENTS. And at the same time, we need to have competent 
professionals in-house to oversee any contracting activities or to do 
work themselves. So I do not think it is an area, given how much 
money we spend, that we need to spend more. We have to spend 
it much more effectively than we currently do, and as we have 
talked about in the 100 projects that we have gone into great detail 
on, we actually think we can save money and bring forward 
functionality at the same time. 
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Senator Pryor. And tell me about these 100 projects. How did 
those get selected and what did you find there? 

Mr. ZiENTS. These are larger projects, with bigger dollars, that 
were identified by the IT Dashboard, the transparency vehicle, as 
being behind schedule or over budget. And what we did is we got 
0MB and senior leadership from the agency in the room, not just 
IT folks but business line leaders who are actually going to ulti- 
mately be responsible for deploying the technology and using the 
technology, to go through the project to see what is working, what 
is not working, what functionality is nice to have versus need to 
have. How do we streamline this? How do we get deliverables in 
6 or 8 months rather than 2 or 3 years? Where can we save money? 

Senator Pryor. Right. 

Mr. ZiENTS. Where do we just terminate the project altogether, 
because now we know enough to realize that there is another tech- 
nology out there that can leapfrog this that is less expensive and 
we are throwing good money after bad to continue on this path. 

Senator Pryor. Yes. I would say one of the real challenges we 
have in the Federal Government is partly because of the size and 
partly because of the culture and other reasons. The Federal Gov- 
ernment is not known for being nimble, and IT would be a good 
example of where it needs to become much more nimble because 
IT changes so quickly. 

Mr. ZiENTS. And the budget, the way we budget in the Federal 
Government 

Senator Pryor. Right. 

Mr. ZiENTS [continuing]. We are budgeting years in advance for 
technologies that change every 18 months. 

Senator Pryor. So any suggestions or recommendations you can 
make to the Subcommittee to let us become more nimble or more 
flexible, so we can become more efficient and get more bang for the 
tax dollar, would be of interest to us. 

Mr. ZiENTS. Good. 

Senator Pryor. Thank you all for being here. Thank you, Mr. 
Chairman. 

Senator Carper. Thanks so much for those points and for joining 
us today. 

I think it was Senator Tom Coburn a couple of years ago, and 
I think he had just gotten to the Congress, I think it was about 
2005. Barack Obama was a new Senator from Illinois. One of the 
things that Tom Coburn started encouraging us to do was to try 
to provide greater transparency in Federal spending. The effort and 
its actual implementation has not been perfect. It has been, I 
think, somewhat flawed, although we are trying to get better and 
I think maybe we are. But I mentioned earlier how important it 
is for the Subcommittee to sort of leverage our job to do oversight 
with 0MB, with GAO, with all the Inspector Generals, with a 
bunch of nonprofit organizations that are focused on government 
waste. 

One of the great ways — it has just dawned on me fairly recently 
that, and Senator Coburn came up with it a lot sooner than I did, 
but a great way to leverage our collective efforts is by really invest- 
ing a relatively small amount of money in ensuring that there is 
transparency. And what we do in doing that is enlist not just us. 
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not just the Legislative Branch, not just the Executive Branch in 
terms of trying to police inefficient spending, but anybody who 
wants to go online, including the media or other folks who can go 
online, and the potential there is actually rather substantial and 
we are starting to see some payoff from that. So I hope we continue 
to do that. 

Senator Pryor. Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Carper. Yes, sir? 

Senator Pryor. Speaking of Senator Coburn, who served on the 
Debt Commission, there is a story that I have heard some of the 
Debt Commissioners say. I do not think I have heard Senator 
Coburn say it. When they sat down with the Department of De- 
fense, they asked the DOD how many contracts they had and they 
could not answer that question. I do not know if that particular 
person could not answer it or if the agency just really does not 
know because it is so big, but that is a telling revelation. DOD is 
so enormous, but you just get the impression that they really are 
not on top of this. They may be trying, but I do not think they are 
there yet. 

Senator Carper. Yes, and our hands are not clean. I mentioned 
earlier in one of the hearings that we had, I think it was on C5M, 
aircraft modernization, and we were looking at for what extended 
period of time there are vacancies for some of these senior acquisi- 
tion positions. One person said 18 months. It was 18 months be- 
tween the time his predecessor left and when he was confirmed on 
board, and once he got on board, he had six direct reports. Only 
two of them were full. 

And then the fellow, Frank Kendall, who came in and testified 
for us last month, testified I think he was waiting, like, 15 months 
to be confirmed. I mean, this system, if it is not broken, is mighty 
close to it. It is mighty close to it. 

All right. I have one last question, and if I can, this is a question 
for Mr. Zients. I think during the President’s State of the Union 
Address, President Obama called for reorganization of the Federal 
Government to merge and consolidate overlapping and duplicative 
programs. He appointed you to head up these efforts and asked for 
you to report back to him in 90 days. We have, I think, less than 
a month until we hit that deadline. I would ask you to give us just 
a brief update on these efforts and how they are progressing, real- 
izing you have another month to go. But specifically, do you think 
you will be able to meet that June 9 deadline, and what sort of re- 
port might we expect to hear from you at that time? 

Mr. Zients. Yes. Thank you. The place that we are focused ini- 
tially is on trade exports and competitiveness, so those agencies 
that help businesses compete. We have spent a lot of time. We have 
done over 250 meetings with current agency leadership, front-line 
employees. In fact, we created a Web site for front-line employees 
to give their ideas on how we might be more efficient, more effec- 
tive, and so they can share what is working and what is not work- 
ing. We have been out and about with former cabinet members and 
agency leaders. We have met with GAO. 

But I think, most importantly, we have spent a lot of time with 
the customers here, which are the small, medium, and large busi- 
nesses that call on these agencies to help them in their efforts to 
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compete both domestically and abroad, and we do see inefficiencies. 
We see confusion in the marketplace. So we do see opportunities 
here to get more streamlined and to, I think, both be more efficient, 
and most importantly, more effective in helping businesses com- 
pete. 

Yes, we are on target to hit our June 9 deadline. We have a lot 
of work ahead, but we have a good base of facts and opinions to 
pull together for recommendations to the President. 

Senator Carper. Good. Thanks. Senator Brown. 

Senator Brown. I just have one final one, Mr. Chairman. I know 
you keep referring to the State of the Union. Do you remember who 
you sat next to? 

Senator Carper. I think I sat next to Senator Thune and some 
guy from Massachusetts. I forget his name. [Laughter.] 

It was not Kerry, though. I remember that. 

Senator Brown. I am glad you recall so much from that evening. 
[Laughter.] 

So, Mr. Dodaro, I do not want to let you feel left out here. I know 
in 2008, before the Subcommittee, GAO testified that only half the 
Federal managers reported even having efficiency measures. I note 
that we had a hearing. Senator Carper and I, on just the Census 
Bureau, how those costs rose from $8.2 billion in 2000 to over $13 
billion in 2010, and actually, the results were not even as good as 
yesteryear. 

Are we measuring the right things? In these times of fiscal con- 
straint, is it not imperative that we determine how efficient Fed- 
eral agencies are with the taxpayer dollars, and how do you think 
we can achieve that? 

Mr. Dodaro. I think you are definitely right. I do believe that 
there needs to be more attention to the cost of delivering levels of 
performance, and this is something that we want to monitor, and 
we are going to do as part of our evaluation role under the Govern- 
ment Performance and Results Modernization Act. It is one thing 
to focus on results and see what is actually being delivered, but 
what is the cost to achieve that level of results and can it be 
achieved at a lesser cost? 

So that is definitely something that we are focused on. It is 
something that I believe the Administration needs to be focused on. 
It is why financial management reform is very important, because 
in a lot of cases, the government does not have reliable cost infor- 
mation that it needs to make those type of decisions. 

Senator Brown. Great. Thank you. 

Senator Carper. Gentlemen, fortunately for you, your time has 
expired. 

Mr. ZiENTS. Thank you. 

Senator Carper. We are just deeply grateful, not just for your 
testimony today and responding to our questions, but really grate- 
ful for the work that you and the folks around you are doing. 

We are all in this together, and this is not just 0MB, this is not 
just GAO, it is not just this Subcommittee. We are all in this to- 
gether. One of the things that we need to do is just work like a 
team. I think I am encouraged to see that maybe we are. Hope- 
fully, we will have to show for that results, and results for maybe 
less money, and that is what our goal is. Thank you so much. 
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Mr. ZiENTS. Thank you. 

Mr. Dodaro. Thank you. 

Senator Carper. Panel two. This is the panel that everybody has 
been waiting for. I am happy to see you. Thank you for sitting 
through that panel one until they finally finished up. No, I thought 
that was just a great first panel. 

The first witness on our second panel, Mr. Robert Shea, the 
former Associate Director for Administration and Government Per- 
formance at the Office of Management and Budget. Mr. Shea, I am 
told, led President George W. Bush’s Performance Improvement 
Initiative and administered the Program Assessment Rating Tool, 
affectionately known as PART. Before that, Mr. Shea served as 
counsel to this Subcommittee. Is that true? 

Mr. Shea. That is true. 

Senator Carper. When were you counsel to this Subcommittee? 

Mr. Shea. Nineteen-ninety-seven to 2000. 

Senator Carper. OK. That was when I was laboring as Governor, 
so I did not get to work with you then, but thanks for your service. 
That was when this Subcommittee was known as Government Af- 
fairs and you worked with Senator Roth and a bunch of others, 
probably John Glenn 

Mr. Shea. Senator Thompson. 

Senator Carper. Yes, there you go. Glad to see you. Thanks for 
your work then and thanks for being with us today. 

Our next witness is Dr. Paul Posner. Is it “pose-ner”? 

Mr. Posner. Posner. 

Senator Carper. Posner. Do people ever call you “pause-ner”? 

Mr. Posner. They do, but it is wrong. [Laughter.] 

Senator Carper. What do you say when they do that? Do you 
correct them? 

Mr. Posner. It depends on who they are. 

Senator Carper. OK. [Laughter.] 

Well, here today, for our purposes. Dr. Posner, Professor and Di- 
rector of the Public Administration Program at George Mason Uni- 
versity. Dr. Posner is the former President of the American Society 
for Public Administration. How do you get elected President of 
that? Do you campaign? How do you do it? 

Mr. Posner. Lowest common denominator. 

Senator Carper. All right. You are not, like, selected when you 
are out of the room, is that 

Mr. Posner. That is exactly true. Do not leave the room. [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Senator Carper. All right. But former President of the American 
Society for Public Administration. Before entering academia, he 
worked with GAO for over 40 years. 

Mr. Posner. Fourteen. 

Senator Carper. No, I am just kidding, 14. Fourteen. Good. Who 
was Comptroller General when you were there? 

Mr. Posner. Chuck Bowsher and Dave Walker. 

Senator Carper. All right. Good. Two n’er do wells, right? No, 
they are great guys. 

Our final witness is Mr. Jonathan Breul, Executive Director of 
the IBM Center for The Business of Government. Mr. Breul for- 
merly served at 0MB, where he led efforts to reform government- 
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wide management policies, among other responsibilities. When 
were you there? 

Mr. Breul. Nineteen-eighty to 2002. 

Senator Carper. Oh, that is a long time. You were at 0MB for 
all those years? 

Mr. Breul. Yes, indeed. 

Senator Carper. Where you saw how many Administration 
fights? There were at least three, maybe four. 

Mr. Breul. Ronald Reagan 

Senator Carper. Reagan, so George Herbert Walker Bush, Clin- 
ton, and George W. Bush. That is four. You saw it all. Well, good. 
You probably heard a lot of this before and you can help us cut to 
the chase here today, so that is great. 

Gentlemen, your entire statement will be made part of the record 
and we will allow you, if you would like, just to summarize. If you 
go over 5 minutes a little bit, that will not be bad, but if you go 
over it a lot, I will have to rein you in so we can get done and go 
vote later today. 

All right. Mr. Shea, you are up first, so please proceed. Thanks 
a lot. 

STATEMENT OF ROBERT J. SHEA,i FORMER ASSOCIATE DI- 
RECTOR FOR ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNMENT PER- 
FORMANCE, U.S. OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

Mr. Shea. Thank you. Senator. Thanks for having us this after- 
noon. My name is Robert Shea. I am a Principal at Grant Thorn- 
ton. Grant Thornton provides expert performance management ad- 
vice to major Federal departments and agencies as well as State 
and local governments. 

I am proud to talk about effective ways to implement the GPRA 
Modernization Act before the Subcommittee that enacted the first 
GPRA almost 20 years ago. The new law builds on progress made 
and enhances the tools we have to improve the government’s per- 
formance. For it to be successful, though. Congress must ensure the 
Executive Branch appoints leaders who understand the power of 
performance information and are not afraid to use it to transform 
organizations. Congress should take an active role in ensuring the 
provisions of the Act are implemented urgently, and as intended. 
Agencies must be held accountable for taking the Act’s require- 
ments seriously and invest the time, effort, and resources required 
to make them work. 

The first GPRA was a key milestone in the transition of govern- 
ment from one that measures activities or outputs to one that 
measures outcomes and evaluates impact. Despite the progress, 
though, still not enough of our time in government is focused on 
assessing whether goals are being achieved, and if not, what to do 
about it. This new Act provides an excellent framework for ensur- 
ing greater focus on what works, what does not, and what we can 
do to improve. 

The most critical element in an organization’s implementation of 
the Act will be leadership. In a performance improvement officer 
survey that Grant Thornton recently conducted in collaboration 


^The prepared statement of Mr. Shea appears in the appendix on page 73. 
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with the Partnership for Public Service, leadership was often cited 
as the key to the success of an agency’s performance management 
improvement efforts. I have a copy of that survey for the Sub- 
committee should you like it. Leaders can ensure that initiatives 
like this Act will not become just another compliance exercise. They 
are in the ideal position to harness the energy and creativity of the 
workforce to identify improvements. 

Party loyalty and policy familiarity should take a back seat to 
questions of managerial expertise and past success when choosing 
leaders for these important positions. Leaders with strong experi- 
ence in managing successful organizations should either have di- 
rect experience with or at least be able to sift through countless 
management improvement initiatives thrust on agencies. These 
abilities will enable them to put together accountability mecha- 
nisms that fit the environment in which they are working and ad- 
dress their highest priorities. 

There is a tendency, especially in government, not to want to re- 
port performance information if it will highlight failure or poor per- 
formance. In our political environment, the opposition to trans- 
parency is based in part on the fear it would put the organization 
or its political leadership in a negative light. But if we want to 
achieve important objectives, clear outcome oriented goals and hon- 
est, accurate, and timely data are critical. Congress should give 
agencies clear feedback on what goals are important and assess the 
timeliness, accuracy, and usefulness of publicly reported data. 

I hope the Committee is consulting closely with 0MB on what 
guidance agencies will receive. I hope the Committee engages 0MB 
in a constructive dialogue on just what it meant when it wrote the 
law and what it expects in implementation. The Committee should 
hold OMB’s feet to the fire — easy for me to say now that I am no 
longer there — to ensure the tenets of the new law are implemented 
faithfully and constructively. A strong partnership between Con- 
gress and 0MB in this implementation is critical. 

Using performance information and decisionmaking does not 
come naturally to the Federal Government. There is a tendency to 
measure things that are easy, but there is no limit to the use of 
reliable performance information given that Federal agencies have 
been collecting it now for so many years. 

The GPRA Modernization Act makes it clear that agencies are 
responsible for using data to manage and report in a transparent 
manner for public consumption. The quarterly review process can 
greatly improve agency attention to performance, but the public 
Web site required of the Act should include candid, actionable data 
on progress toward reported goals that is meaningful to the public 
at large. 

I want to highlight a number of Administrative initiatives that 
I think will really enhance implementation of the Act. One is the 
Administration’s Administrative Flexibility Initiative, which has 
the potential to improve collaboration among like programs trying 
to serve similar constituencies. A February memo and 0MB guid- 
ance issued last month gives detailed guidance to agencies on how 
they should identify and implement greater flexibility to reduce un- 
necessary burdens on State and local governments in order to im- 
prove the achievement of common outcomes. If implemented as in- 
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tended, this initiative can vastly improve cross-agency and cross- 
government collaboration. 

Another important Obama Administration initiative is the one 
that focuses on more rigorous evaluation of program impact. The 
Evaluation Initiative promises to vastly expand the body of evi- 
dence we have with which to judge what works and what does not. 
Many programs, when subject to such evaluation methodologies, 
will not live up to their promise. Without such evidence, however, 
programs are implemented blindly without knowing their intended 
impact. 

In short, the Act is an important milestone in our ongoing quest 
to make government more efficient and effective. This Committee 
played an important role in GPRA’s early success and can play an 
even more constructive role today. Assigning accountability for im- 
proved performance and outlining transparency requirements can 
go a long way toward improving program success. If Congress and 
the Executive Branch work together to provide active, persistent 
oversight, the potential benefits of this effort are enormous. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Carper. Thank you, Mr. Shea. Dr. Posner. 

STATEMENT OF PAUL L. POSNER, i PROFESSOR AND DIREC- 
TOR, PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION PROGRAM, GEORGE MASON 

UNIVERSITY 

Mr. Posner. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The 14 years I was at 
GAO, I led GAO’s work on the Federal budget and performance 
budgeting and I had the opportunity to look over both of their 
shoulders at 0MB. 

I think the first thing to say, because there is a lot of cynicism 
about government these days and always in our republic, is this is 
a success story and we should not forget this. The conventional 
wisdom is we will never make progress and reform is a fool’s er- 
rand. We are destined to a series of stops and starts and rein- 
venting things all over again. If you are a bureaucrat, you can hide 
under your desk and wait for the next one. 

Performance Management and budgeting has not experienced 
that. We have had 17 years, as you indicated, of sustained progress 
through three Administrations with different kinds of foci. The 
Clinton Administration initiated the reform with passage of GPRA. 
It was focused on the agencies and getting the plans up. The Bush 
period marked a new way of getting the President to focus on per- 
formance through his budget process. The Obama Administration 
GPRA Modernization Act is kind of looking more at high-priority 
goals and working, preparing to implement the Act. But each one, 
I think, has kept to some extent the momentum. 

The problem is, momentum can easily be lost. We have seen 
some real changes in places like the Coast Guard, the Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA), the Veterans Health programs that 
have saved lives because of more analytic approaches to data. But 
progress is difficult. We throw a lot of goals at agencies. The Forest 
Service has to cut wood, protect the spotted owl, and protect every 
American’s God-given right to ski on Federal lands. Those are 


^The prepared statement of Mr. Posner appears in the appendix on page 78. 
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sometimes incompatible, and we throw that on agencies and expect 
them to come up with it and sometimes it is difficult to reconcile 
those. 

It is difficult to measure outcomes, as we know. The Federal Gov- 
ernment is not like a local government. It does not repair potholes. 
It sometimes delivers the mail and Social Security checks, which 
are easy to measure, but most of the time, it delivers subsidies, 
which are leaky buckets where we are delivering 5 to 10 percent 
of the action and we are expecting results. And how you do that 
through six layers of delivery in our complicated system is very dif- 
ficult to track and measure. 

So it is understandable progress is slow. It is difficult. It is dif- 
ficult to get agreement. It is difficult to even specify what impact 
you are having, and attention is often diverted, and that is why I 
think this Modernization Act came at the right time, because I 
think, periodically, we need to reenergize Federal agencies and the 
Congress, and this, to me, gives an opportunity to do that. 

In doing so, I think there are going to be some balancing acts. 
In some ways, we have had the supply lead the demand. Federal 
agencies have been remarkably persistent in producing informa- 
tion, performance, and plans that we never had before, but at some 
point in time, you lose the momentum if Congress and the Admin- 
istration and other actors in the system fail to use it. And I think 
what we are trying to do is move from a passive approach to a 
more active approach with 0MB working more actively with agen- 
cies and, hopefully. Congress to instill that sense that there is 
somebody listening. 

I think there are tensions between different users. The agencies 
have assembled telephone books of reports that, frankly, lose value 
and interest for most of us, and somehow, we need to kind of re- 
instill the interests of top-level decisionmakers and policymakers in 
performance. We are going to have to, frankly, find a balance be- 
tween the high-priority goals, which hopefully will instill interest 
among top-level people, and doing the regular work of government 
that is not so glamorous but is important with performance, as 
well. 

Frankly, we need a balance between different kinds of account- 
ability and leadership. The Act, as has been noted, puts new cen- 
tral leadership on the point on this, with the COOs and the per- 
formance officials and things like that, and 0MB has a strong role. 
But we also need to remember that, fundamentally, as you indi- 
cated, really instilling a long-term commitment to performance in- 
volves instilling a culture of learning and innovation in these agen- 
cies, and you do not do that from the top down. You do that from 
the bottom up. So how can top down managers instill, in some way 
counterintuitively, the will to manage, the will to change at the 
local level? 0MB has been saying some good things lately about 
networking, about providing information and best practice to en- 
able others to kind of manage more innovatively and things like 
that. 

The final point I wanted to make is the cross-cutting feature. 
This is really new, and it is something that was in the old GPRA 
Act that nobody ever did anything about and I used to complain 
about it, but now I realize, I think you have to crawl before you 
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walk and run. The question is, are we ready to run, because, essen- 
tially, when you focus on outcomes and extend it through, you can- 
not just contain it to one agency. Outcomes spread across our gov- 
ernment, it is spread across levels of government, the private sec- 
tor, whether it is homeland security, food safety, and the like. 

I am working with Steve Redburn, who is here, with the New 
America Foundation, on a project we call portfolio budgeting, which 
has been done in the Netherlands and Australia, where you are 
trying to reframe the budget process away from a focus on agencies 
and programs toward the portfolios of programs and tools we use 
to achieve common goals. That is going to be a major undertaking. 
It is counterintuitive. It in some ways involves a personality trans- 
plant for both the budget process and the executive and certainly 
in the Congress. This involves first of all, focusing on a vital few 
areas to start the ball rolling, working absolutely collaboratively 
with the Congress and the Committees and 0MB and facilitating 
those interactions, and integrating a look across policy tools, not 
just focusing on spending, but the tax expenditures, which, now 
have greater value than discretionary spending. So when you look 
at housing, for example, efforts to encourage housing, you have to 
look at tax expenditures and spending at the same time. We do not 
have Committees that can do that. It is very difficult even for the 
Executive Branch to bring Treasury into the 0MB process to do 
that. 

How can we achieve more integration and partnership? This re- 
form was initiated in the Clinton Administration where they at- 
tempted to initiate a management focus in budget examiners by 
eliminating the management branch. In so doing many of us wor- 
ried that we would lose the cross cutting capacity in 0MB. A num- 
ber of us — I testified up here on the 0MB 2000 back in the Clinton 
Administration, where we instilled the management focus really in 
the budget examiners and we kind of lost some of the cross-cutting 
capacity at 0MB. Thanks to people like Jonathan Robert, they kept 
the light on. I think now we are starting to build that capacity 
back up. We absolutely need that to carry out this Act. 

And finally, ultimately. Congress, to me, is the keystone for mak- 
ing everything happen, and in my testimony, I talk about three 
models. One is collaboration, which I just talked about, where 
when 0MB and the President select these cross-cutting goals. Con- 
gressional Committees like this one have to be at the table. 

No. 2 involves, oversight coordination. When we did some studies 
with GAO on State performance budgeting, one of the things we 
found, for example, in Arizona, is they had two or three goals that 
drove their whole oversight process in a given year. One was juve- 
nile delinquency, and they had all their committees focusing on 
that with the goal of reauthorizing those programs. Obviously, we 
are not a State legislature here, but the question is can we do more 
to coordinate our oversight. 

And finally, the congressional budget process itself, I think, of- 
fers significant opportunities. It is the one time Congress looks at 
the whole picture and they use budget functions which are already 
kind of performance mission related. I think the question is, can 
we make the congressional budget process about performance as 
well as budgeting? Can we really integrate that in the Budget 
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Committee? Senator Warner has led a task force. I think it opens 
up some opportunities. Clearly, there are tremendous tests to get 
these cross-cutting areas off the ground and sustain them. It is a 
real test for our system of government, in some sense. 

Thank you. 

Senator Carper. Well, you gave us a lot to chew on there. Thank 
you so much. Dr. Posner. All right. Mr. Breul. 

STATEMENT OF JONATHAN D. BREUL, i EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
IBM CENTER FOR THE BUSINESS OF GOVERNMENT 

Mr. Breul. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am pleased to have the 
opportunity to talk to you this afternoon. The GPRA Modernization 
Act is an important recommitment by the Congress and the Admin- 
istration to results-based management. It builds, as you noted, on 
the Government Performance and Results Act of 1993, which I had 
a hand in developing and then had quite a hand in leading the gov- 
ernmentwide implementation at 0MB for many years. Based on 
that, I want to highlight for you three very important arrange- 
ments that are in this new law that are codified for the first time. 

One is a significant but so far very little noticed provision which 
requires the designation of Chief Operating Officers. Management 
responsibility is now assigned to an agency — a position of political 
leadership, primarily at the deputy secretary level. The COO posi- 
tion now elevates management to a level where both policy and 
management report. It brings them together in a nexus where they 
can really get traction in the department. And this new provision 
in law now provides both an incentive and a discipline to seek peo- 
ple with the right qualifications for this job. 

Going forward, therefore, I think Presidential Personnel is going 
to have to be explicit about the COO’s job expectations when they 
start recruiting deputy secretaries. Whenever possible, in addition 
to the substantive experience, they should be seeking deputies that 
are genuinely interested in management, and importantly, possess 
experience in managing very large organizations. 

A second provision that has not received much notice to date is 
one that codifies the designation of agency Performance Improve- 
ment Officers and statutorily authorizes the Performance Improve- 
ment Council (PIC). The new law codifies these positions and de- 
fines some duties for the Council, which is modeled on a number 
of other successful Federal management councils that are in oper- 
ation today. With this structure. Performance Improvement Offi- 
cers now have a platform to share best practices across government 
and the law now allows the Council to develop an interagency staff. 
And in addition, the Council will now assist the Director of 0MB 
in carrying out his responsibilities for governmentwide planning 
and reporting. 

Now, if organizations treat their goals merely as words on paper 
and something used in the paper requirements for strategic and 
annual plans and they are never mentioned by managers, few of 
these goals are going to have anyone pay any serious attention to 
them. For this reason, the Act requires a third institutional change, 
which is that agency priority goals now have to have a clearly iden- 


^ lAThe prepared statement of Mr. Breul appears in the appendix on page 91. 
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tified official known as the Goal Leader, responsible for achieving 
that goal. It is going to become the Goal Leader’s responsibility to 
help motivate, cajole, and, if necessary, pressure agency officials to 
actually get on and begin achieving these results. 

And I would suggest that taking these three provisions together 
is going to be a significant step to heightening the profile of man- 
agement improvement and providing the leadership needed to 
achieve real results in the agencies, both on an agency level and 
for the cross-cutting requirements on a governmentwide level. 

However, simply having these institutional structures and lead- 
ership is not sufficient. In the face of the mounting complexity, 
fact-based decisionmaking is going to be more important than ever 
to drive decisions. Today, most agencies spend more time collecting 
and organizing information than they do analyzing it. 

A recent report that Robert mentioned indicates from a Perform- 
ance Improvement Officer in one agency, quote, “We are good at 
collecting data, but not so good at analyzing it.” Analytics com- 
petency is a game-changing management innovation. It consists of 
tools and techniques to make data consumable, insightful, and pre- 
dictive. It enables smarter decisions and consequential actions that 
improve results. 

I would suggest that with help from 0MB and Congress, agen- 
cies need help to build their performance management capacity, in- 
cluding embracing analytics as a core management capacity. 

As you know. Senator, mismanagement is often the only type of 
management that gets attention on its own. Good government ef- 
forts usually remain hidden in relative obscurity. Persistent atten- 
tion and persistent followup is going to be required to build on the 
new Act and to make performance management and performance 
information useful and used. The Administration cannot improve 
the Federal Government’s performance and accountability on its 
own. It is a shared responsibility and it must involve the Congress. 

Thank you, and I would be happy to answer your questions. 

Senator Carper. Thanks so much. 

It is unfortunate that my colleagues had to leave. They are also 
on other Committees and Subcommittees and other hearings are 
going on. It is unfortunate they could not be here to hear the testi- 
mony from the three of you. This has been just really quite helpful 
to me. 

What I am going to ask you to do is maybe a few things here. 
One is I want each of you to take a moment or two — a minute or 
two — and reflect on what you have heard your colleagues here say, 
and I want you to reflect back on what earlier we heard Mr. Zients 
and our Comptroller General say, anything there that comes to 
mind that you think you would just like to kind of maybe reinforce, 
maybe question, maybe modify. But let me ask you to just reflect 
on what others have said, either at this table now or in the pre- 
vious panel, please. Mr. Shea, do you want to go first? 

Mr. Shea. Yes, sir. Thank you. 

Senator Carper. Maybe some things you want to emphasize 

Mr. Shea. Right. Well, I think Paul’s point that this is a success 
story is important. A lot of folks have invested a great deal of en- 
ergy articulating the outcomes that they are trying to achieve. You 
have to remember what a sea change that is from when the Gov- 
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eminent Performance and Results Act was first enacted. People 
were counting regulations issued, hours worked, memos issued, 
things that really did not relate to what you were trying to achieve, 
and now you have an environment in which people at least know 
what direction it is they are supposed to be rowing and now we can 
be more sophisticated in how we evaluate whether or not we are 
getting there, and if not, what we can do to get there quicker and 
cheaper. 

The Comptroller General made a point about the very few num- 
ber of programs that have been rigorously evaluated, and I think 
that is a little misleading, because if we wanted to rigorously 
evaluate all the programs in existence tomorrow, it would be pro- 
hibitively expensive and take decades to get results. So you really 
have to pick what programs you are going to assess with that kind 
of rigor. 

I highlight in my testimony the importance of the Administra- 
tion’s rigorous evaluation initiative, and that is isolating what you 
are doing — what we are doing from a lot of other factors so you can 
say definitively whether what we are doing is having the intended 
impact. We have very little of that today. As a result of this initia- 
tive, we will have a lot more, and hopefully we can build onto that 
and have even a lot more so that we can really highlight those few 
precious programs that we can say, beyond a shadow of a doubt, 
are working. 

And I think in the end, you will have dozens of the thousands 
of programs in existence that can say they are working like that. 
And you might be pessimistic about that, but you can also say that 
information is invaluable, because that information can really help 
you impact some of the most intractable problems that our Nation 
faces. 

Senator Carper. All right. Thank you. Dr. Posner. 

Mr. Posner. Well, I am struck by something Jonathan said, that 
we focus exclusively on mismanagement rather than management, 
and I think that is right. What we have as a culture that empha- 
sized the urgent as opposed to the important, and I think that is 
why what Robert said is important. Those of us who have institu- 
tional knowledge and information on cross cutting management 
issues have a responsibility to preserve and share our perspectives 
because at some point in time, there will suddenly be a need for 
that information in the process. 

And so the tension is how do you anticipate the needs of decision- 
makers without getting demoralized. I used to try to have to keep 
my staffs morale up when we issued a GAO report. Occasionally, 
we would call it an Olympic diver. It was beautiful, but made no 
splash. I would tell them sometimes 6 years passes before this re- 
port might be used. 

Being a professional manager in Washington involves partly re- 
acting to crises but also anticipating the next crisis by being 
proactive in thinking around corners and developing information 
and reports that might not be useful for several years. 

Senator Carper. Thanks. Mr. Breul. 

Mr. Breul. Senator, I was struck by two statements or thoughts 
in all of the previous comments. The first is that we are really on 
the right track here. The GPRA had the right intentions and it has 
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just simply been harder to do than we had anticipated. And more 
importantly, that the new Act, the Modernization Act, did not re- 
ject or cancel the old effort or the old progress and push the reset 
button and go back to zero, but actually, it was a recommitment 
to buildupon it, and I think that is a huge note of optimism and 
a very constructive step and I thought I heard that throughout all 
the previous comments. 

But the second, and perhaps most important for you, is the no- 
tion that I heard in everyone else’s comments, that Congress has 
a role here and an important role, that this is not just a matter 
that is up to the agencies, but the use of this information and at- 
tention and persistent followup is something Congress has a role 
in, as well, and I think that is a very positive sign, as well. 

Senator Carper. Mr. Shea, go ahead. 

Mr. Shea. If you will indulge me to add, I think this Sub- 
committee in particular has a model to follow which every other 
Committee should emulate, and that is security clearance reform. 
GAO highlighted it as a high risk. The Committee enacted legisla- 
tion that set very clear and aggressive targets in the interim and 
final for the improvement of that effort. And it worked — you had 
more hearings on that topic than, I believe, any other, to monitor 
progress and hold people’s feet to the fire. 

0MB led that interagency effort. I was heavily involved while I 
was at 0MB. And let me tell you what. Some of the most volatile, 
vicious interagency meetings I have ever participated with. We had 
to strategize about where people were going to sit so that people 
did not get killed before the end of the meeting. [Laughter.] 

Unfortunately, that is a model for collaborative oversight of Con- 
gress and the Executive Branch to achieve an outcome, and it 
worked. That effort is not over, obviously. You should continue to 
monitor it. But I think if you take a handful of areas and apply 
that same methodology, you will see some of the same success. 

Senator Carper. Well, good. I wish Senator Akaka and Senator 
Voinovich were here to hear you say that, but thank you very, very 
much for those words. 

Anybody else for some comments on how the Legislative Branch 
can be most constructive in this process? As I said earlier, we are 
in this together and it is not — please. 

Mr. Breul. Senator, there are a number of questions that are 
still, in my mind, very open, and I have not heard much details on 
to date. But the Act now requires the Office of Management and 
Budget to be serious about a governmentwide performance plan. 
We did issue one for a year or two in the early 1990’s, but that sort 
of disappeared. And it further requires Federal priority goals, 
cross-cutting kinds of goals. And there is a requirement for con- 
sultation by 0MB with a series of Committees up here in the Con- 
gress. 

What is unclear is exactly how that will happen. One of my col- 
leagues joked 1 day that when the budget is prepared next Feb- 
ruary, the Director is going to go downstairs and get in his limo 
and tell the driver to drive to the Congress. He is going to go up 
and do his consultation. And the driver will turn around to him 
and say, “Where should I go to first?” And it is not clear which 
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Committee or which member or exactly how that process would un- 
fold. 

It seems to me it is an important way to start thinking, and per- 
haps some leadership from this Subcommittee on how that might 
happen and how it might be coordinated in a way that would pro- 
vide the kind of support that 0MB needs and the kind of input the 
Congress should be providing. 

Senator Carper. All right. Yes, Dr. Posner. 

Mr. Posner. I think all these things are important. I think we 
have to look inwardly to our institutions to determine whether we 
are ready for collaboration. In the budget era. Congress has devel- 
oped effective institutions and rules to coordinate its positions in 
negotiations with the White House when it comes to the question 
is whether performance has risen to the level that the performance 
budget has — whether Congress can similarly coordinate its per- 
formance and oversight agenda for work collaboratively with the 
President on cross cutting issues. 

From OMB’s standpoint, there is also a question whether the 
budget process will be sufficiently open to invite to Congress into 
the determination and formulation of cross cutting goals. Input into 
that process is considered pre-decisional, and that includes per- 
formance plans. In years past, it has been difficult, and that is one 
of the kind of challenges of marrying performance and budgeting. 
Performance is long-term, broader, open. Budgeting tends to be im- 
portant, but closed and focused on budget line items and accounts. 
When you blend the two, what is going to come out of the blender? 

And this is not just true in Washington, it is true in the States, 
as well, that budgeting tends to prevail in these kinds of situations. 
So this is a real challenge to these institutions at the real heart 
of what they are all about and it will change the way they do their 
business, I think, if we can pull it off. 

Senator Carper. Sitting here, I am going back in time a little bit 
when I was privileged to, in my last job as Governor of Delaware, 
we said early on our overarching goal for our Administration, that 
I was privileged to serve for 8 years in that role, but our overall 
goal was to strengthen the basic building block of our society, our 
families. And I used to say that if every kid had at least one, 
maybe two, loving, caring, involved parents nurturing those kids, 
making sure that they were prepared to start kindergarten at the 
age of five and making sure that the parents were involved in the 
education of their children, being good role models, we had that 
going for us, the rest is pretty easy. And for 8 years, that is what 
we focused on. 

And one of the things that we did, we created an idea suggested 
by Tom Eichler, who was our Secretary of what we called the De- 
partment of Children, Youth, and Families. We called it the Kids 
Department. But he said, maybe we should have an interdepart- 
mental cabinet council with all the departments within our State 
government — and it turned out to be seven — that are literally used, 
touch every day families in a very direct way in terms of education, 
in terms of health, in terms of corrections, job creation, you name 
it. And every month for the better part of 7 years, every month, 
I met with my cabinet secretaries, and once a month, they met 
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without me, with senior staff in the Governor’s office. But we just 
focused on what can we do to strengthen families. 

I thought it was the smartest thing that we did. I think it was 
the smartest thing that we did. You can do that in a little State 
with less than a million people. But it required, in terms of going 
up through stovepipes, we did a great job of knocking them down, 
and it sort of encouraged us to use that Center for Best Practices 
that was in the National Governors Association to see what was 
working in other States to reduce teen pregnancy, to reduce drop- 
out rates, to do just all kinds of positive things. 

One of my hopes is that the current Administration — we have a 
fairly new Governor, he is in his second year — third year, actually, 
now — that somehow that idea of the Family Services Cabinet Coun- 
cil might be resurrected. 

I think it was Dr. Posner who talked about the Federal Govern- 
ment really being a small dollar participant in a lot of initiatives 
that we are trying to do nationwide. That is especially true with 
respect to education. I think in my State, for every dollar that we 
spend on education, probably about 70 percent of the funds come 
from the State. Unlike most places, 70 percent comes from the 
State. Twenty or 25 percent come from local property taxes. The 
Federal Government is only 5, maybe 10 percent of the remainder. 

Arne Duncan, our Secretary of Education, has somehow figured 
out how to leverage that 5 or 10 percent in amazing ways to drive, 
I think, performance and to get us focused not on process but on 
results. Pretty amazing. I do not know if there is some way that 
we can maybe use that approach as a model in other parts of the 
government. I would just lay that at your feet and ask you to com- 
ment. 

Mr. Posner. There are other agencies that are considering that 
model. Transportation, for example. Housing, because it has been 
so successful. I would point that it has been successful in a moment 
of time when the States were desperate for money and they were 
largely in agreement with the Federal agenda. I think since this 
past January, States are still desperate for money, but I think you 
see States now kind of peeling away from that agenda and recon- 
sidering the original bargains that they made. So I think that the 
environment is changing. 

But in some ways, you have to — it brings you back to the Great 
Society of Lyndon Johnson, which he called creative federalism, 
where the government used State and local governments, but very 
adroitly managed these competitive grant funds to really shine the 
light on critical national problems and with very small money le- 
veraged a lot of change. 

A lot of development has occurred at the Federal level on man- 
aging Federal employees and managing Federal assets and direct 
Federal operations. This idea of bringing partners together around 
goals and metrics and areas where the Federal influence is far 
more indirect is a real future challenge. 

One of the areas in particular is tax expenditures. The original 
GPRA required tax expenditures to be covered, and frankly, that 
has been one of the disappointments so far. And it is difficult to 
do. Tax expenditures are very leaky bucket, whether you are talk- 
ing about the mortgage deduction, or higher education tax credits. 
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We do not really look at the impact of these subsidies on the behav- 
ior we are trying to stimulate because it is so difficult because we 
are so far removed. 

Senator Carper. All right. Mr. Shea. 

Mr. Shea. I think the education reform is something to study in 
many respects. First and foremost, I think, is the bipartisan col- 
laboration in Congress with the Executive Branch on these re- 
forms, and that is a 20-year collaboration. 

I also think the Department of Education (DOE) has one of the 
most mature entities that invests in real research on the impact of 
the various interventions going on to improve education throughout 
the Nation. So those two things, I think, enhance the chances that 
this race to the top program would be successful and is something 
worthy of greater study and emulation throughout the government. 

Senator Carper. Good. Thanks. 

I think it was David Osborne in his book — what is that book he 
wrote in the early 1990’s — Reinventing Government. Reinventing 
Government. I think one of his central premises was that the role 
of government is to steer the boat, not row the boat, and I think 
with the Race to the Top, I think that is being realized, or at least 
I would like to think so. And I say that as a recovered Governor 
of a State that won the race to the top, at least the first leg of it. 

Let me change the focus here. If I do not ask these questions, 
John Collins is going to shoot me, and so I am going to go back 
a little more on script here and make sure we do not overlook these 
questions. 

As you know, the new law that was passed and signed by the 
President asks agencies to break down their operational silos and 
to come together on government priorities and efforts that cut 
across Federal agencies. How do you believe this new law can be 
implemented to address concerns about cross-cutting policy areas 
and potential for unnecessary overlap or duplication, including pos- 
sible cost savings? We have already talked around this, but I am 
going to ask you to just come to that straight, directly, if you will, 
please. 

Mr. Shea. I am skeptical that we will be able to reduce a lot of 
duplication in government by consolidating programs. There may 
be some outright elimination. But I think the Act actually provides 
a better framework for improving efficiency by enhancing collabora- 
tion among duplicative programs. 

The Administration’s effort is focused in the trade area, and I 
think that is important. The Act takes a broader look, I think, 
across government, and I, frankly, think that the Administration’s 
Administrative Flexibility Initiative ought to be swept into GPRA 
Modernization Act implementation, because it says what they are 
doing is that 0MB has to inventory duplicative programs and find 
ways that those programs can reduce burden on State and local 
governments by consolidating funding streams, eliminating dupli- 
cative or sometimes inconsistent audit requirements. All that 
should bring the cost of government down and actually enhance the 
performance of those activities. 

Senator Carper. OK. Thank you. 

Another comment? Dr. Posner. 
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Mr. Posner. If I could just build on your point about your Family 
Council, I think it is important that we have the vital few, we se- 
lect a handful, because it is going to need a lot of leverage from 
the President himself to get anything done, as well as up here. And 
so the fewer we concentrate on, the greater chance that he will be 
able to personally invest himself in it. 

Senator Carper. Mr. Breul. 

Mr. Breul. Senator, I would keep an eye on the requirement for 
Goal Leaders. It seems to me that is an opportunity where you can 
put someone sort of as a trail boss on a particular goal or effort 
across departments and therein, I think, have an opportunity to 
make some improvements in both efficiency and, importantly, effec- 
tiveness. 

In my mind, a lot of the savings and improvements that are 
going to be possible are by removing a lot of the redundancy and 
complexity within programs. It is not just the programs themselves 
as an entire line item, but the operations within each of these pro- 
grams, and if you have this Goal Leader who can harmonize the 
way the agencies are approaching these problems, a lot of the re- 
dundant behaviors or single action costs and activities in different 
organizations can be eliminated and consolidated in a way that has 
enormous improvements in terms of time, service, cost, and ulti- 
mately program effectiveness. That is going to be nitty-gritty hard 
work, but again, if you have someone inside who has some leader- 
ship responsibilities, the potential there is huge. 

Senator Carper. All right. Thanks. Dr. Posner. 

Mr. Posner. Just one more. I think and part of that process Jon- 
athan is talking about is it would be helpful to have an implemen- 
tation map that shows a spaghetti chart of how each of those fund- 
ing streams percolates down through our system. And when we did 
that, for example, for first responder training, 21 programs that I 
testified on a few years ago, some went to the States. Some went 
directly to fire chiefs. Some went directly to police chiefs. Some 
went to mayors. I mean, it was a crazy quilt pattern. So part of 
that is understanding, what impact does that fragmentation have 
at the service delivery point, and that is not easy stuff to do, but 
it is vital. 

Senator Carper. All right. Thanks. Mr. Shea. 

Mr. Shea. Yes, just to add one more point. Congress has author- 
ized $70 million to be spent on the development of a key national 
indicator system. Stateoftheusa.org is developing a set of data 
points for a handful of major areas that can be used to gauge the 
health of the Nation in health, education, a number of areas. The 
Committee might look to that as a framework for inventorying the 
government’s programs, mapping them to that, so that at least you 
have a credible data source with which to assess the success of the 
overall enterprise. 

Senator Carper. All right. Thank you. 

I mentioned to the first panel an interest that a number of us 
have had, Russ Feingold for a number of years, John McCain and 
myself, John Kerry, as well, to strengthening the President’s rescis- 
sion powers, and I offered legislation in the House in 1992, my last 
year in the House, to take what I call a 2-year test drive with en- 
hanced rescission powers for the President and to, for 2 years, give 
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the President the ability to propose rescissions that were somewhat 
constrained. Nothing involved rescissions on entitlement programs. 
Nothing involved the rescissions with respect to tax policy, but just 
focused on domestic discretionary spending, defense spending, and 
actually providing some constraints as to how much the President 
could do there, but be able for 2 years to suggest rescissions and 
the Congress would have to vote on it. 

They could vote it down, a simple majority in either the House 
or Senate, and the responsibility — it was constitutionally sound be- 
cause that is the approach we took, that it was not like you needed 
a two-thirds override by the House and Senate to override the 
President’s proposed rescissions. That was declared unconstitu- 
tional later on. But to say that the rescission comes, we have to 
vote on it. And if either the House or Senate muster a majority 
vote, a simple majority vote, against the rescission, it is dead. It 
does not take place. 

We have updated that, and Senator McCain and I — Russ Fein- 
gold worked on this before with us — but say, let us do a 4-year test 
drive, and the 4-year test drive would, again, not get us into enti- 
tlements. It would not get us into tax policy. But it would enable 
us to go into domestic discretionary spending, defense spending, 
and we do it for 4 years and with fewer constraints so that the 
President could actually propose rescissions which would rescind as 
much as 100 percent of certain kinds of programs. 

And I think when we are looking at these issues today, I am just 
reminded, I think this actually might be a more valuable tool than 
I had considered. It may even be more valuable than I thought. We 
would not do it forever. We would not make it permanent. We 
would do it for 4 years, see how it works. If Presidents abuse it, 
then they will lose it. 

But let me just ask you to reflect on that for a moment, if you 
would, please. Mr. Shea. 

Mr. Shea. At the risk of getting into budget issues next to the 
Nation’s top budgeting expert, I will wade in here. I do not think 
it is as controversial as you might even think if you look at the 
amount of unobligated balances that remain at the end of a Fiscal 
Year (FY) or even at the beginning, in September of any flscal year. 
I think if you benchmark an amount of rescission authority to that, 
then you are basically saying, what you were not otherwise going 
to spend, the President should rescind. So I do think it has some 
merit for savings, I want to say marginal, but they would certainly 
equal the amount that was just in controversy a few months ago. 

Senator Carper. All right. Dr. Posner. 

Mr. Posner. I mean, I think the expedited rescission is what we 
call it, I think, versus enhanced. I think you are right. The en- 
hanced, I think, goes too far in giving away the congressional pow- 
ers. 

Senator Carper. No, we are talking about expedited. 

Mr. Posner. Expedited, makes some sense, and you force an up 
and down vote. Again, I am not sure if it is kind of the answer to 
the broader problems we are talking about here. At one point, the 
President could do this with reorganization. He could propose a re- 
organization plan. The Congress would have to vote up and down, 
right, or in some cases, did it not actually get 
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Mr. Breul. Before Chadha. 

Mr. Posner. Yes, before Chadha, it was a one-House veto, which 
we cannot do anymore. So theoretically, that same concept could be 
used to package proposals for consolidations and the like that come 
from these cross-cutting reviews. But I think that is running at a 
very fast speed and we have to first — so I think what you are pro- 
posing is useful for a period. However, someone in the appropria- 
tions process once, though, told me a valuable lesson. He said, you 
can do anything in budgeting once. And so the item veto, for exam- 
ple, as you said with Clinton, the President got to do some things 
the first year. The second year, let us just say. Congress has equal 
and opposite reactions that in some ways counterbalance that. 

Senator Carper. Thank you. Mr. Breul. 

Mr. Breul. The interesting question to me is whether you would 
attach to it as a condition of performance and make some failure 
or disappointment in performance the qualifying factor for those 
actions. That would make it even more intriguing, it seems to me, 
and make it not simply a budget matter, but also one that hinged 
on whether we were getting results for those dollars. 

Senator Carper. OK. John Collins just handed me a note. He 
says, “I think we can wrap it up whenever you are ready.” I am 
just having too much fun to stop, but we have other things to do 
and I know you do, as well. 

Let me ask each of you just to take a moment to just give us a 
summary, something you would like for us to really emphasize, 
some take-aways for me and for my colleagues, for our staff, any- 
thing that comes to mind. It could be something you have already 
said, if you just want to say it again or maybe say it a little dif- 
ferently, but just some good take-aways for us. I do not care who 
goes first. Mr. Breul, do you want to go first? 

Mr. Breul. I think you heard from a number of speakers, Mr. 
Dodaro and Jeff Zients, that accenting the positive is perhaps the 
strongest way to move some of this forward. So I would 

Senator Carper. We actually tried to do that in the Sub- 
committee. We brought in our Director of the Census when we ac- 
tually got things straightened out and did a much better job in the 
last year or so. So we try to do that from time to time. I agree with 
you. We cannot just always “gotcha” and embarrass 

Mr. Breul. So perhaps with some of these new positions that 
have been codified, whether it is the Chief Operating Officer or per- 
haps the Performance Improvement Officers, bringing some of 
them in for a bit of attention and to showcase good progress and 
show best practice to some of the others might be a way of showing 
the recommitment of Congress and giving this a positive boost 
along the way. 

Senator Carper. All right. Thanks. Dr. Posner. 

Mr. Posner. I think you can use the budget situation we are in 
as a possible kind of window of opportunity, and working with the 
Budget Committees, obviously, to at least have a portion of that 
budget process and, say, a reconciliation focused on performance, 
where the Committees would have to be doing some — where the 
Budget Committees would outline an agenda with you of perform- 
ance goals that you want the Committees to work toward as they 
kind of put reconciliation savings packages together, the idea being 
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that you are not just kind of cutting all the blades of grass equally. 
You are targeting cuts on the programs that, as one Budget Direc- 
tor said at one time, we should be focusing on weak claims, not 
weak claimants when we do budgeting, and I think this tool and 
this Act enables you to do that. 

Senator Carper. Before I go to Mr. Shea, I would say there are 
four ways to reduce budget deficits. No. 1, cut spending. No. 2, 
raise taxes. No. 3, grow the heck out of the economy. And No. 4, 
really change our culture around here to show that we are looking 
at every nook and cranny of the Federal Government, looking at all 
of our programs, domestic discretionary, entitlements, and saying, 
is there a way to get better results for less money. It really moves 
us toward a culture of thrift. 

The President said in his State of the Union Address, I believe 
he said if America wants to win the 21st century, we have to out- 
educate, out-innovate, out-compete the rest of the world, and that 
seems to suggest, at least to me, that as we trim back on spending, 
we find ways in order to grow the economy, to invest money in 
ways that actually do move us toward a more productive workforce, 
invest in ways that actually provide us a more efficient infrastruc- 
ture, broadly defined. And also invest in Research and Develop- 
ment (R&D) that actually — not just government, but encourage in- 
vestment in R&D that has commercial application that will enable 
us to develop innovations and products that we can sell all over the 
world. Those are three things that would seem to me to make a lot 
of sense. 

Mr. Shea. And one other thing you said that I had actually writ- 
ten down earlier in my testimony — while you all were testifying — 
one of my favorite quotes, and it is Albert Einstein. “In adversity 
lies opportunity.” “In adversity lies opportunity.” I like to say I 
have made a life of that in almost everything that I have done. And 
there is a heck of a lot of adversity right now, but there is actually 
opportunity here, as well, as we are learning. Mr. Shea. 

Mr. Shea. I would hope that this Committee takes a strong lead- 
ership role in working with 0MB to implement the law, to ensure 
that it is implemented to your satisfaction, that it is implemented 
aggressively, that you review the qualifications of the leaders who 
are chosen for the positions articulated in the bill, and that they 
are actually doing what it is you hoped they would, which is using 
data to manage and improve operations, and that the data is trans- 
parent enough for you to be able to hold them accountable for that. 

Senator Carper. All right. Thanks a lot. 

I spent about 23 years of my life as a Naval flight officer, retired 
Navy Captain, and was a P-3 mission commander, the aircraft that 
we used to hunt for Red October, flew a missions off of Vietnam 
and Cambodia during that war, did a lot of ocean surveillance, saw 
the oceans of the world. It was great fun chasing those Russian 
subs, catching them sometimes. 

But our airplanes were too big to land on aircraft carriers. That 
is one of the reasons I wanted to be on them. That way, we could 
land on land and go home at night, or at least go home to our quar- 
ters. But I still like to use a Navy term and that is changing the 
course of the aircraft carrier. It is a hard thing to do and it takes 
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the efforts of a whole team to be able to change the course of an 
aircraft carrier. 

The Federal Government is much bigger than any aircraft car- 
rier. It is really tough to change course. I think we are trying to 
get the team pulling together, and I am encouraged it may be 
starting to happen. We still have too many members of the team 
that are, I will not say AWOL, they have just never been added to 
the team. We have what I call Executive Branch Swiss cheese. 
There are still at this point in this Administration way too many 
positions that are still vacant, key positions that need to be filled, 
and my hope is that we are going to use in this adversity some op- 
portunity to actually fix that and reduce the number of confirmable 
positions that exist in the Executive Branch, which would be very, 
very good. 

But this has been a wonderful hearing and I appreciate, really, 
for those of you who have labored in these vineyards in the past, 
I appreciate very much your past service and for your willingness 
today to help us slave more effectively and constructively going 
ahead. But we are much appreciative of your help in this regard. 

We look forward to the challenge that lies ahead of us. We will 
work hard to get better results for less money. Thanks so much. 

And with that, to our staff on both sides. Democrat and Repub- 
lican who have worked to help get us to this day, our special 
thanks to that. 

All right. And with that, this hearing is adjourned. Thank you 
all. 

[Whereupon, at 4:49 p.m., the Subcommittees were adjourned.] 
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STATEMENT OF CHAIRMAN DANIEL K. AKAKA 

Roadmap for a More Efficient and Accountable Federal Government: 

Implementing the Government Performance and Results Modernization Act 

Hearing 

Subcommittee on Oversight of Government Management, 
the Federal Workforce, and the District of Columbia 
& 

Subcommittee on Federal Financial Management, 

Government Information, Federal Services, and International Securitj'^ 

U.S. Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 

The Govenmient Performance and Results Act of 1993, often referred to as GPRA, or the Results Act, 
the first statutory framework for strategic planning, goal setting, or performance measurement 
According to the U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO), before GPRA, few agencies used 
results-oriented performance information to enhance management and strategic policy decisions. 

'ITie Results Act was a bipartisan effort that succeeded in establishing a comprehensive, consistent 
foundation for agency strategic planning, performance planning, and reporting. I believe GPRA is, and 
must remain, the cornerstone of the Federal Government’s performance management framework. 

However, lessons learned from nearly two decades of experience implementing the Results Act, 
informed by numerous GAO and other expert recommendations, confirmed the need to refine and 
enhance it. I want to recognize and thank Chairman Carper for his strong leadership on government 
performance and management issues, including sponsoring the GPRA Modernization Act of 2010. 
Senators Carper, Warner, and I worked closely with Congre.ssman Henry Cuellar, as well as Senators 
Lieberman, Collins, and former Senator Voinovich, to develop and pass the landmark, bipartisan GPRA 
Modernization Act to accomplish that critical goal. 

Die new law enhances the Federal Government’s performance management framework, building upon 
GPRA while requiring the Federal Government to adopt a more strategic and collaborative approach to 
performance improvement. The new Act also streamlines and increases the transparency of 
performance reporting by requiring agencies to report performance data through a single Federal 
website. 

I believe Congress has a responsibility to promote effective performance maimgement that empowers 
agencies to spend taxpayer dollars wisely while carrying out their critical missions. With the passage of 
the GPRA Modernization Act, our Nation’s dedicated public servMits will have the performance 
management tools to accomplish real, meaningful results for all Americans. 

-END- 
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Opening Statement 
Senator Tom Carper 


Today’s hearing will examine the recently enacted Government Performance and Results 
Modernization Act of 20H and how progress is being made towards its full 
implementation. 

This bipartisan legislation which I sponsored was signed by the President early this year 
and I want to thank Senator Akaka, one of the bill’s cosponsors, for his thoughtful 
leadership on this issue. 

Unfortunately, Chairman Akaka broke two ribs in a minor accident at home last week and 
is unable to attend the hearing today. His statement, and the witnesses’ answers to his 
questions for the record, will be included in the official hearing record. I understand he is 
recovering quickly and we look forward to seeing him back soon. 

Seventeen years ago Congress passed the Government Performance and Results Act to help 
us better manage our finite resources and improve the effectiveness of federal programs. 
Given our mind boggling budget deficits, there has never been a greater need for more 
informed and effective management of taxpayer dollars. 

Since 1993, agencies across the federal government have developed and implemented 
strategic plans and have routinely generated a tremendous amount of performance data. 
The question is - have federal agencies actually used their performance data to get better 
results? 

Producing information does not by itself improve performance and experts from both sides 
of the aisle agreed that the solutions developed in 1993 did not work as we had originally 
hoped. The American people deserve - and our fiscal challenges demand - better results. 

Vince Lombardi use to say if you’re not keeping score, you’re just practicing. We haven’t 
been doing a veiy good job of setting clear goals for federal programs. We’ve not been 
doing a very good job of keeping score either. It’s time we get into the game and play for 
real. 

The Government Performance and Results Modernization Act brings a strategic, 
government-wide focus to performance management by requiring the Office of 
Management and Budget to set government-wide goals to align programs from different 
agencies to work together to reduce overlap and duplication. It also requires OMB to seek 
majority and minority views from Congress on those goals. 
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With an eye towards eliminating redundancy within government, the law requires agencies 
to support governmentwide priorities by linking their goals to them and working across 
agency lines to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of their work. 

I am pleased to hear that OMB is taking the new law seriously. In early April OMB 
Director Jack Lew along with Deputy Director for Management Jeff Zients, who is with us 
today, issued a memo to agency and department heads directing them to begin 
implementing the law. The memo told agencies to submit the name of their agency Chief 
Operating Officer to OMB by May 2 °^ and the name of their agency Performance 
Information Officer by June 1**. These positions, codified by the new law, are crucial to 
improving the performance of the federal government. The memo also instructed agencies 
to begin holding data-driven progress reviews of their goals by the end of June. I look 
forward to bearing from Mr. Zients today about whether these timelines will be met and 
about how many agencies have put their Chief Operating Officer into place. 

Finally, the law requires that all of the results and performance information agencies 
generate be placed on a single, searchable website. This electronic information would 
replace much of the large performance-related documents agencies produce today that 
often goes unread. It will provide the sort of transparency and accountability of agency 
performance that Congress and the American people demand. It will also allow us to see 
what’s working, fix what’s not, and make tough decisions about what programs may be 
duplicative or not needed. 

This website - Performance.gov - has yet to be launched and recent cuts to the Electronic 
Government Fund make its future a bit cloudy. I hope to hear more about the website’s 
status and importance from our witnesses today. 

Finally, during his State of the Union address. President Obama pledged to merge and 
reorganize agencies. I believe Mr. Zients is leading these efforts for the President and I 
hope to hear from him and our other witness about how this new law can serve as a tool for 
making the tough decisions ahead. 

Today we face unparalleled challenges both here and abroad, and these require a 
knowledgeable and nimble federal government that can respond effectively. With concerns 
growing over the mounting federal deficit and national debt, the American people deserve 
to know that every dollar they send to Washington is being used to its utmost potential. 

We need to replace the spending culture that has become all too common in Washing over 
the past few decades, with a culture of thrift. Making better use of performance 
information is an invaluable tool that can help us get there. If used effectively, it can 

identify problems, find solutions, and develop approaches that can help us provide better 
service to the people who send us here for less money than we’re spending today. 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEME.NT AND BUDGET 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 


STATEMENT OF THE HONORABLE JEFFREY D. ZIENTS 
FEDERAL CHIEF PERFORMANCE OFFICER AND DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR 
MANAGEMENT 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 
BEFORE THE 

SUBCOMMITTEES ON OVERSIGHT OF GOVERNMENT MANAGEMENT AND 
FEDERAL FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 
UNITED STATES SENATE 

MAY 10,2011 


Roadmap for a More Efficient and Accountable Federal Government: Implementing the 

GPRA Modernization Act. 


Chairmen Akaka and Carper, Ranking Members Johnson and Brown, Members of the 
Committee: 

When I last appeared before you I committed to working with Federal agencies to 
maximize the use of performance information to improve the effectiveness, efficiency, 
responsiveness and transparency of goverrunent operations. Since then. Congress 
strongly expressed its commitment to the same goal by passing the GPRA 
Modernization Act (the Act). The law builds upon the Administration's approach to 
improving government performance and expects agency leaders to set goals that reflect 
top priorities, conduct frequent data-driven reviews, and communicate results to solve 
problems and improve outcomes. 

I appreciate the opportunity to come before you today to discuss our shared objectives. 
More specifically, I will provide an update on the Administration's performance 
management approach, explain how we have begun to implement the GPRA 
Modernization Act, and discuss the path forward. 


Obama Administration's Performance Management Approach 

We must use taxpayer dollars in the most effective and cost-efficient ways we can, and 
continually search for smarter ways to serve the American people. A critical part of our 
effort is creating a culture of performance improvement where Federal agencies 


1 


VerDate Nov 24 2008 


14:27 Nov 28, 2011 


Jkt 067636 


PO 00000 Frm 00050 Fmt 6601 


Sfmt 6601 


P:\DOCS\67636.TXT JOYCE 



H605-41331-79W7 with DISTILLER 


47 


constantly strive to achieve meaningful progress and find lower-cost ways to achieve 
positive outcomes. 

Across 20 years in the private sector as a CEO and advisor to business leaders, I found 
that leadership, data-driven decision-making, and a motivated workforce that is 
empowered to act creates the foundation for breakthrough performance. Over the last 
two years, I have found the same is true in the Federal government. 

This Administration has built upon the important groundwork for government-wide 
performance management established both by Congress and previous Administrations. 
We are using a streughtforward approach where: 

• Leaders set clear, ambitious goals for a limited number of outcome-focused and 
management priorities; 

• Agencies measure, analyze, and communicate performance information to identify 
successful practices that should be spread, as well as problematic practices that 
need to be prevented or corrected; and 

• Leaders conduct frequent, in-depth performance reviews to drive progress on their 
priorities. 

To do this, we established the Accountable Government Initiative to save money, use 
resources more effectively, improve services, find the best ways to measure program 
success, and restore the public's trust in government The Accoimtable Government 
Initiative is focused on the areas with the greatest need and opportunity for 
improvement, and we have made good progress. For example, we have curbed 
uncontrolled growth in contract spending. Last year, we decreased contract spending 
by $15 billion — the first year-over-year decrease in contracting in 13 years. We have 
intervened with numerous troubled information technology (IT) projects, reducing life 
cycle costs by roughly $3 billion dollars by terminating poorly performing projects or 
narrowing them to focus on mission critical business needs. We are also deploying 
new tools and technologies to crack down on improper payments, including state-of- 
the-art fraud detection tools. These new tools and technologies, combined with 
agencies' ongoing corrective actions, helped the government avoid roughly $4 billion in 
improper payments in FY 2010 alone. 

We have tackled the longstanding problems plaguing the Federal government's 
management of its real property inventory, making significant progress toward 
achieving the President's goal of saving $3 billion in this area by 2012, and proposing an 
innovative, comprehensive new approach to this challenge that would save $15 billion 
over three years. And just a few weeks ago President Obama signed an Executive 
Order that requires agencies to develop customer service plans and "signature 
initiatives" that use innovative technologies to streamline service delivery and improve 
customer experience. Doing so will enable agencies to do more with less - improving 
the service they deliver to the American public while reducing costs. 
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At the same time we have been driving improvements in these cross-agency areas, we 
have also been working with senior agency leaders to focus on achieving ambitious 
improvements on outcomes in their agencies' highest priority areas. Agency leaders 
such as Secretary Donovan at HUD, Secretary VUsack at Agriculture, and Secretary 
Salazar at the Department of the Interior have identified ambitious near-term Priority 
Goals in areas where they want breakthrough progress. These agency heads have 
charged their leadership teams with transforming the way their agencies use goals, 
measurement, analysis, and data-driven discussions to drive performance 
improvements. 

This transformation is increasingly evident Agencies are using goals not just as words 
on the pages of reports required by Congress or OMB, but instead as simple, powerful 
tools for communicating priorities and focusing agency action. For each near-term 
Priority Goal and for each cross-govemment-wide management goal, agency heads 
have named "Goal Leaders" or senior accountable officials responsible for progress on 
the goal. Goal Leaders and senior accountable officials are charged with developing 
action plans for their goals, setting quarterly targets or milestones, tracking and 
analyzing progress on their goals, and driving continual progress. 

To drive progress against both our cross-agency goals and agency-specific Priority 
Goals, we are harnessing the power of transparency and accountability to drive results. 
We are using vehicles like the IT Dashboard to shine a light on performance in each 
area, and OMB is holding regular, data-driven reviews of progress to make sure we stay 
on track, and to intervene as necessary to address shortcomings. 

Likewise, agency Deputy Secretaries and their equivalents at major agencies are starting 
to hold goal-focused, data-driven reviews at least every quarter. Secretary Donovan, 
supported by his Performance Improvement Officer Peter Grace, leads regular data- 
driven HUDStat meetings, These reviews bring key actors together, across programs, 
field offices, and sometimes other agencies to identify both best practices and the 
problems getting in the way of progress and devise plans for overcoming them. Deputy 
Secretary Scott Gould, supported by his Performance Improvement Officer Daniel 
Tucker, has enhanced the monthly performance reviews previously held at the 
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to focus more on strategic management priorities. 
The VA has shown great progress toward its goals, including reducing the number of 
homeless Veterans, a goal it shares with HUD, and facilitating Veterans' access to 
benefits. This data-driven management discipline is spreading across the Federal 
government— at the Department of the Treasuiy^, Deputy Secretary Wolin holds 
quarterly reviews with each of his Bureaus on agency-wide and Bureau priorities. At 
the Department of Labor, Deputy Secretary Harris holds quarterly reviews to track 
progress with priorities in the annual operating plans each of his agency components 
now prepares while emphasizing evidence based strategies that connect the 
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Department's outputs to its outcomes. And at the Department of Commerce, Secretary 
Locke has met quarterly with each bureau head to review outcome metrics and leading 
indicators for programmatic and management goals tracked through balanced 
scorecards. 

We are seeing an increasing number of performance leaders emerge across government 
in the component parts of the Cabinet agencies, too. For example, one year ago FDA 
latmched FDA-TRACK, an agency-wide performance management program that 
monitors all 114 FDA program offices' key performance measures and highlighted 
projects. By mandating these types of data-driven reviews in law, the GPRA 
Modernization Act will solidify, spread, and enhance the quality of this best 
management practice. 

Complementing agency internal reviews, each quarter agencies report progress to OMB 
through a website, Performance.gov, and provide an analysis of progress that we use to 
assess how to best support goal achievement. OMB follows-up as appropriate to 
support, or push progress where our engagement can make a significant difference. For 
example, I have personally engaged in assuring progress on the Priority Goal of 
improving the personnel security clearance process. Serious delays in processing 
security clearances prompted GAO to designate this program a high-risk area in 2005, 
2007, and 2009. DOD and OPM have made great progress in timeliness and in 
developing tools and metrics to assess quahty, and GAO removed the high-risk 
designation from this program in 2011. High-level attention by DOD, OMB, OPM, and 
the Office of the Director of National Intelligence, along with sustained Congressional 
oversight from this Committee, demonstrated the ability to make progress when there 
is agreement on the problem to solve. 

As recognized in the GPRA Modernization Act, agency Performance Improvement 
Officers (PIO) and the Performance Improvement Coxmcil (PIC) have been key allies in 
finding what works and promoting adoption of the most effective and cost efficient 
practices. PIOs also help identify what doesn't work and needs to be fixed. PIOs and 
the PIC are also taking a leadership role in identifying areas where cross-agency 
collaboration will speed progress. For example, PIOs at the Pension Benefit Guaranty 
Corporation and the Social Security Administration created a Benefits Processing 
Working Group to share best practices and collaborate on shared challenges facing the 
numerous Federal agencies that process benefits. 

Other cross-agency councils are similarly taking a leadership role in sharing best 
practices and keeping agencies focused on change. The Chief Human Capital Officers' 
Council, for example, regularly reviews progress and shares best practices on the 
government-wide goal of hiring reform. 
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The GPRA Modernization Act 


I am pleased that the GPRA Modernization Act builds on the performance management 
approach we have adopted. We developed our approach based on a good, hard look at 
past practices in the Federal government, state and local governments, and other 
countries. We are also pleased that the law retains and amplifies aspects of the 
Government Performance and Results Act of 1993 while addressing its weaknesses. 
When I last testified before this subcommittee, I stated that too much emphasis had 
been placed in the past upon producing performance information and too little 
attention paid to analyzing and acting on this information. The new law will help our 
efforts to shift attention from just the production of agency performance plans and 
reports to increased focus on using goals and measures to improve the effectiveness and 
efficiency of Federal action. 

We are working aggressively to implement the GPRA Modernization Act, and in doing 
so are working closely with agencies to keep the Act from becoming a compliance 
exercise rather than what it should be - a means to make government work better. 

While many of the Act's requirements are not due to be finalized until the FY 2013 
Budget is published in February 2012, we are already laying the foundation to meet the 
Act's requirements as quickly as possible. 

On April 14* Director Lew and I sent a memo to agency heads which lays out the 
initial steps for implementing the Act We asked all agencies to identify their Chief 
Operating Officer by May 2 and their Performance Improvement Officer by June 1. We 
reminded agency leaders that they and their newly designated Chief Operating 
Officers, with support of the Performance Improvement Officer, must by the end of 
June, begin running senior-led, regular progress reviews on their Priority Goals. 
Agencies have been instructed to develop new Priority Goals for FY2012-2013 as part of 
their FY2013 budget development process, and we have begun working with agencies 
to identify and develop effective practices for consulting with Congress. Within the 
next month, we will send further guidance to agencies. By the end of June, we will 
launch an online resource center to promote the sharing of best-practices related to 
goal-setting. 

Mr. Chairmen, I chair the President's Management Council, which comprises Deputy 
Secretaries from the major agencies, most of whom will function as Chief Operating 
Officers. The President's Management Council is fully supportive of the actions called 
for by the Act. During our May meeting, we will discuss how agency leaders are using 
goals and data-driven reviews and the best ways to implement the Act The PMC 
members are committed to using the framework outlined in the law to better serve tire 
American people and solve problems that cut across agency and organizational 
boundaries. 
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As this Administration, Congress, GAO and others have long recognized, government 
sometimes tackles problems in stove-piped or fragmented ways that prevent these 
problems from being solved. The GPRA Modernization Act establishes a mechanism to 
enhance progress in areas that need cross-government coordination by requiring OMB 
to establish Federal Cross- Agency Priority Goals, with the first set of interim Federal 
Cross-Agency Priority Goals to be included in the FY2013 Budget. OMB has begun the 
process of identifying goals that will benefit from cross-agency coordination. As part of 
that, we are looking at existing Administration efforts, as well as areas identified in the 
recent GAO report on "Opportunities to Reduce Potential duplication in Government 
Programs and Save Tax Dollars." As GAO indicated in its report. Federal agencies have 
significant efforts tmderway to address these areas, and we will use the Federal Cross- 
Agency Priority Goals as an additional tool to make significant progress in eliminating 
duplication and improving coordination. We look forward to working with Congress 
in the coming months as we develop the first Federal Cross-Agency Priority Goals to 
release with the President's FY2013 budget as caUed for by the Act 

The GPRA Modernization Act also requires a move from the production of static, 
printed agency performance plans and reports to more dynamic, accessible, and useful 
on-line performance information. Moving from thousands of pages of printed 
documents to a central website with a consolidated program list will make it easier for 
Congress and the public to imderstand what our government does and how it is 
performing. We anticipate making an early version of Performance.gov available to the 
public within the next 30 days. We plan to expand and improve the public site to meet 
the law's expectations before the October 2012 timeframe, although the exact timing 
and level of sophistication for those improvements will depend upon future funding 
levels. 


The Path Forward 


Improving the effectiveness and efficiency of the Federal government is not an easy 
endeavor; it requires dedication and commitment throughout agencies, from the 
Secretary at headquarters, to the program and regional manager, to the employees on 
the front line. And it requires sustained support from the White House and Congress. 
Our success to date, and our gathering momentum, gives me confidence that together, 
we can change file way government works to provide the American people with the 
efficient, effective, high-performing government they deserve. 

I thank the Subcommittee for holding this hearing, and for your commitment to 
improving Federal performance. We all believe in making our government work better, 
and I look forward to working closely with you, other members of this panel and 
Congress, Federal employees across the nation, and our service delivery partners to 
accomplish this objective, Mr. Chairmen and Members of the Subcommittee, I would 
be pleased to answer any questions you may have. 
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What GAO Found 

GAO’s past and ongoing work illustrates how GPRAMA could, if effectively 
implemented, help address government challenges in five areas: 

Instituting a more coordinated and crosscutting approach to achieving 
meaningful results. GPRAMA could help inform reexamination or 
restmcturing ^orts and lead to more effective, efficient, and economical 
service delivery in overl^ping program areas by identifying the various 
agencies and federal activities — ^including spending programs, regulations, 
and tax expenditures — that contribute to crosscutting outcomes. These 
program areas could include numerous teacher quality initiatives or multiple 
employment and training programs, among others. 

Focusing on addressing weaknesses in major management functions. 
Agencies need more effective management capabilities to better implement 
their programs and policies. GPRAMA requires long-term goals to improve 
management functions in five key areas: financial, human capital, information 
technology, procurement and acquisition, and real property management. 
GAO’s work has highlighted opportunities for improvements in each of these 
areas and aspects of all of them are on the GAO high risk list. 

Ensuring performance information is both us^ul and used in decision 
making. Agencies need to consider the differing needs of various 
stakeholders, including Congress, to ensure that performance information will 
be both useful and used. For performance information to be useful, it must be 
complete, accurate, valid, timely, and easy to use. Yet decision makers often 
do not have the quality performance information they need to improve results. 
To help address this need, GPRAMA requires (1) disclosure of information 
about accuracy and validity, (2) data on crosscutting areas, and (3) quarterly 
reporting on priority goals on a publicly available Web site. 

Sustaining leadership commitment and accountability for achieving 
results. Perhaps the single most important element of successful management 
improvement initiatives is the demonstrated commitment of top leaders, as 
shown by their personal involvement in reform efforts. GPRAMA assigns 
responsibilities to a Chief Operating Officer and Performance Improvement 
Officer in each agency to improve agency management and performance. 

Engaging Congress in identifying management and performance issues to 
address. In order for performance improvement initiatives to be useful to 
Congress for its decision making, gamering congressional buy-in on what to 
measure and how to present this information is critical. GAO has previously 
noted the importance of considering Congress a partner in shaping agency 
goals at the outset. GPRAMA significantly enhances requirements for agencies 
to consult with Congress. 
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Chairmen Akaka and Carper, Ranking Members Johnson and Brown, and 
Members of Uie Subcommittees: 

Thank you for tbe opportunity to discuss the Government Performance 
and Results Act (GPRA) Modernization Act of 2010 (GPRAMA)‘ as the 
administration begins implementing the act. If effectively implemented, 
the act offers many important opportunities to focus attention on 
successfully improving the effectiveness of government programs and 
operations, and addressing significant fiscal, performance, and 
management challenges facing the federal government.^ The federal 
government is the world’s largest and most complex entity, with about 
$3.5 trillion in outlays in fiscal year 2010 that fund a broad array of 
programs and operations. Looking forward, our long-term simulations of 
the government’s financial condition underscore the need to begin 
addressing the long-term federal fiscal outlook. Absent changes in fiscal 
policy, the structural imbalance between spending and revenue paths lead 
to large and growing deficits. The accumulation of large deficits leads to 
an unsustainable increase in debt over the long term.® This, in turn, will 
limit budget flexibility and the federal government's ability to respond to 
future challenges. 

Addressing these fiscal challenges will require action on several fronts. 
First, all federal programs and activities — discretionary programs, 
mandatory ^en^ng, revenues, and tax expenditures — ^need to be 
reexamined. Second, program structures that are outmoded, overlapping, 
duplicative, fragmented, and not up to the challenges of the times must be 
reformed or restructured. In this regard, we recently issued a report that 
identified over 80 areas of potential duplication, overlap, or fragmentation 


‘Pub. L No. 111-352, 124 Stat 3866 (2011). GPRAMA amends the Government Performance 
and Results Act of 1993, Pub. L. No. 103-62, 107 Stat. 285 (1993). 

®GAO, Government Performance: GPRA Modernization Act Provides Opportunities to 
Help Address Fiscal, Performance, and Management Challenges, GAO-1 1-466T 
(Washington, D.C.; Mar. 16, 2011). 

®GAO, The Federal Government's Long-Term Fiscal Outlook: January 201 1 Update, 
GAO-11-451SP (Washington, D.C.: Mar. 17, 2010). GAO updates these simulations twice 
each year. Uj^ates and additional information on the federal fiscal outlook, federal debt, 
and the outlook for state and local government sector is available at: 
www.gao.gov/spedal.pubs/longterm/. 
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as well as cost savings and revenue-enhancing opportunities/ In addition, 
weakness^ in management capacity, both govemmentwide and in 
individual agenda, undermine efficient and effective government. Here 
too, our recent update to our high-risk list identified numerous 
opportunities to reduce cc^ts and improve government performance.'^ 

Moving forward, GPRAMA can offer important opportunities to help make 
tough choices in setting priorities as well as reforming programs and 
management practices to better link resources to results. The various 
pro-visior^ of the act are to be implemented over the next few years. Most 
of the enhanced planning and reporting requirements at both the 
govemmentwide and agency levels are to be implemented in 2012 and 
beyond (see appendix I for a more detailed implementation schedule). 
Thus far, the administration has tasked each agency to assign top 
leadership responsibility for leading their management and performance 
improvement efforts, including quarterly reviews of performance, which 
are to begin no later than this June. Sustained and visible top leadership 
support will be critical to ensuring successful implementation of the act’s 
provisions. 

My statement today, which is based on our past and ongoing work, will 
focus on five key areas where implementing GPRAMA could help address 
government challenges. In particular, the act calls for: 

• instituting a more coordinated and crosscutting approach to achieving 
meaningful results, 

• focusing on addressing weaknesses in major management ftmctions, 

• ensuring performance information is both useful and used in decision 
making, 

• sustaining leadership commitment and accountability for achieving 
results, and 

• engaging Congress in identifying management and performance issues 
to address. 


^GAO, Opportunities to Reduce Potential Duplication in Government Programs, Save 
Tax DoUars, and Enhance Revenue, GAO-1 1-^18SP (Washington, D.C.: Mar. 1, 2011). An 
interactive, Web-based version of the report is available at 
http://www.gao.gov/ereport/gao-U-318SI‘. 

"GAO, High-Risk Series: An Update, GAO-lI-278 (Washington, D.C.: February 2011). 
Additional information available on GAO's High-Risk and Other Major Government 
Challenges Web ate, http://www.gao.gov/hLghrisk. 
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Finally, my statement will speak to GAO’s role in evaluating 
implementation of this act 


The federal government faces a series of challenges that in many instances 
are not possible for any single agency to address alone. Many federal 
program efforts, including ^ose related to ensuring food safety, providing 
homeland security, monitoring incidence of infectious diseases, or 
improving response to natural disasters, transcend more than one agency. 
Agencies face a range of challenges and barriers when they attempt to 
work collaborativeiy. GPRAMA establishes a new framework aimed at 
taking a more crosscutting and integrated approach to focusing on resulte 
and in^roving government performance. It requires the Office of 
Management and Budget (0MB), in coordination with agencies, to 
develop — every 4 years — long-term, outcome-oriented goals for a limited 
number of crosscutting policy areas. On an annual basis, 0MB is to 
provide information on how these long-term crosscutting go^ will be 
achieved. 

Also, we recently reported that a system of key national indicators 
currently under development in the U.S.® could contribute to the 
implementation of the act’s requirements for establishing crosscutting 
goals as well as agency-level goals. ^ Such a system aims to aggregate 
essential statistical measures of economic, social, and environmental 
issues to provide reliable information on a country’s condition, offering a 
shared frame of reference that enables collective accountabilily. Federal 
officials could look to measures included in a system of key national 
indicators to highlight areas in need of improvement and could use this 
Information to inform the selection of future crosscutting and agency-level 
goals. Also, by providing information on economic, social, and 
environmental conditions and trends across the nation, a key indicator 
system may help provide context and a broader perspective for 
interpreting how the federal government’s efforts contribute to national 
outcomes. 


Instituting a More 
Coordinated and 
Crosscutting 
Approach to 
Achieving Meaningful 
Results 


®The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act established a Commission on Key National 
Indicators that will enter into an arrartgement with the National Academy of Sciences to 
establish a U.S. national indicator system. Pub. L. No. 111-148, § 5605, 124 Stat 119, 
680-684 (2010). 

GAO, Key Indicator Systems: Experiences of Other National and Subnational Systems 
Offer Insights for the UnitedStates, GAO-11-396 (Washington, D.C.: Mar. 31, 2011). 
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The crosscutting approach required by the act will provide a much needed 
basis for more fully integrating a wide array of federal activilies as well as 
a cohesive perspective on the long-term goals of the federal government 
that is focused on priority policy areas. It could also be a valuable tool for 
govemmentwide reexamination of existing programs and for considering 
proposals for new programs. 

Our recent report on duplication, overlap, and fragmentation highlights a 
number of areas where a more crosscutting ^proach is needed — both 
across agencies and within a specific agency. We found that duplication 
and overlap occur because programs have been added incrementally over 
time to respond to new needs and challenges, without a strategy to 
minimize duplication, overlap, and fragmentation among them. Also, there 
are not always interagency mechanisms or strategies in place to 
coordinate programs that address crosscutting issues, which can lead to 
potentially duplicative, overlapping, and fragmented efforts. 

Effective GPRAMA implementation could help inform reexamination or 
restructuring efforts related to these and other areas by identifying the 
various agencies and federal activities — including spending programs, 
regulations, and tax expenditures — ^that contribute to each crosscutting 
goal. These efforts could also be supported by a system of key national 
indicators. For example, to influence positive movement in certain 
indicators, federal officials could look at all the programs that contribute 
to improving outcomes related to those indicators, examine how each 
contributes, and use this information to streamline and align the programs 
to create a more effective and efficient approach. 

Examples from our work on duplication, overlap, and fragmentation 
include; 

• Teacher quality programs: In fiscal year 2009, the federal government 
spent over $4 billion specifically to improve the quality of our nation’s 
3 million teachers through numerous programs across the 
government.® Federal efforts to improve teacher quality have led to the 
creation and expansion of a variety of programs across the federal 
govermnent; however, there is no govemmentwide strategy to 
minimize fragmentation, overlap, or duplication among these many 


®GAO, Opportunities to Reduce PotenUcd Duplication in Federal Teacher Quality 
Programs, GAO-ll^lOT (Washington, D.C.: Apr. 13, 2011). 
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programs. Specificaily, we identified 82 distinct programs designed to 
help improve teacher quality, either as a primary purpose or as an 
allowable activify, ^Iministered across 10 federal agencies. The 
proliferation of programs has resulted in fragmentation that can 
frustrate agency efforts to administer programs in a comprehensive 
manner, limit die ability to determine which programs are most cost 
effective, and ultimately increase program costs. 

Department of Education (Education) officials believe that federal 
programs have failed to make significant progress in helping states 
cicsse achievement gaps between schools serving students from 
different socioeconomic backgrounds, because in part, federal 
progran^ that focus on teaching and learning of specific subjects are 
too fragmented to help state and district officials strengthen 
instruction and increase student achievement in a comprehensive 
manner. Education has established working groups to help develop 
more effective collaboration across Education offices, and has reached 
out to other agencies to develop a framework for sharing information 
on some teacher quality activities, but it has noted that coordination 
efforts do not always prove useful and cannot fully eliminate barriers 
to program alignment. 

Congress could help eliminate some of these barriers through 
legislation, particularly through the pending reauthorization of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 and other key 
education bills. Specifically, to minimize any wasteful fragmentation 
and overlap among teacher quality programs, Congress may choose 
either to eliminate programs that are too small to evaluate cost 
effectively or to combine programs serving similar target groups into a 
larger program. Education has already proposed combining 38 
programs into 1 1 programs in its rcauthorization proposal, which 
could allow the agency to dedicate a higher portion of its 
adniinistrative resources to monitoring programs for results and 
providing technical assistance. 

• Military health system: The Department of Defense’s (DOD) Military 
Health System (MHS) costs have more than doubled from $19 billion in 
fiscal year 2001 to $49 billion in 2010 and are expected to increase to 
over $62 billion by 2015. The responsibilities and authorities for the 
MHS are distributed among several organizations within DOD with no 
central command authority or single entity accountable for minimizing 
costs and achieving efficiencies. Under the MHS’s current command 
structure, the Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health 
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Affaire, the Army, the Navy, and the Air Force each has its own 
headquarters and associated support functions. 

DOD has taken limited actions to date to consolidate certain common 
administi^ve, man^ement, and clinical functions within its MHS. To 
reduce duplication in its command structure and eliminate redundant 
processes that add to growing defense health care costs, DOD could 
take action to further assess alternatives for restructuring the 
governance structure of the military health system. In 2006, if DOD and 
the services had chosen to implement one of the reorganization 
alternatives studied by a DOD working group, a May 2006 report by the 
Center for Naval Analyses showed that DOD could have achieved 
significant savings. Our ^ustment of those savings from 2005 into 
2010 dollars indicates those savings could range from $281 million to 
$460 million annually, depending on the alternative chosen and the 
numbers of military, civilian, and contractor positions eliminated. The 
Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness has recently 
established a new position to oversee DOD’s military healthcare 
reform efforts. 

• Employment and training programs: In fiscal year 2009, 47 federal 
employment and training programs in nine agencies spent about $18 
billion to provide services, such as job search and job counseling, to 
program participants.® Most of these programs are administered by the 
Departments of Labor, Education, and Health and Human Services 
(HHS). Forty-four of the 47 programs we identified, includir^ those 
with broader missions such as multipurpose block grants, overlap with 
at least one other program in that they provide at least one similar 
service to a similar population. As we reported in January 2011, nearly 
all 47 programs track multiple outcome measures, but only five 
programs have had an impact study completed since 2004 to assess 
whether outcomes resulted from the program and not some other 
cause. We examined potential duplication among three selected large 
programs — HHS’s Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 
and the Department of Labor’s Employment Service, and Workforce 
Investment Act of 1998 (WIA) Adult programs — and found they 
provide some of the same services to the same population through 
separate administrative structures. 


®GAO, Employment and Training Programs: Opportunities Exist for Improving 
Efficiency, GAO-n-^!K>T (Washington; D.C.; Apr. 7, 2011). 
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Colocating services and consolidating administrative structures may 
increase efficiencies and reduce costs, but implementation can be 
challenging. Some states have colocated TANF employment and 
training services in one-stop centers where Employment Service and 
WIA Adult services are provided. An obstacle to further progress in 
achieving greater administrative efficiencies is that little information is 
available about the strategies and results of such initiatives. In 
addition, little is known about the incentives that states and locaUties 
have to undertake such initiatives and whether additional incentives 
are needed. 

To facilitate further progress by states and localities in increasing 
administrative efficiencies in employment and training programs, we 
recommended in 201 1 that the Secretaries of Labor and HHS work 
together to develop and disseminate information that could inform 
such efforts. As part of this effort, Labor and HHS should examine the 
incentives for states and localities to undertake such initiatives and, as 
warranted, identify options for increasing such incentives. Labor and 
HHS agreed they should develop and disseminate this information. 
HHS noted that it does not have the legal authority to mandate 
increased TANF-WIA coordination or create incentives for such 
efforts. As part of its proposed changes to the Workforce Investment 
Act of 1998, the administration proposes consolidating nine programs 
into three. In addition, the budget proposal would transfer the Senior 
Community Service Employment Program from Labor to HHS. 
Sustained oversight by Congress could also help ensure progress is 
realized. 


Focusing on 
Addressing 
Weaknesses in Major 
Management 
Functions 


Although agencies have made progress improving their operations in 
recent years, they need more effective management capabilities to better 
implement new programs and policies. As part of the new 
govemmentwide framework created by GPRAMA, 0MB is required to 
develop long-term goals to improve management functions across the 
government. The act specifies that these goals should include five areas: 
financial management, human capital management, information 
technology management, procurement and acquisition management, and 
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real properly management/® All five of these areas have been identified by 
GAO as key management challenges across the government/' 

Moreover, some aspects of these areas have warranted our designation as 
high risk, either govemmentwide or at certain agencies. For example, 
al^ough significant improvements have been made since we initially 
designated it as high risk in 2001, strategic human capital management in 
the federal government remains high risk because of a need to address 
current and emerging critical skills gaps that are undermining ^encies’ 
abilities to meet their vital missions. Another example is financial 
management at DOD, which we designated as high risk in 1995 due to 
pervasive financial and related business management systems and control 
deficiencies. 

In addition, a number of the cost-savings or revenue-enhancement 
opportunities we recently identified touch on needed improvements to 
management functions.'^ Examples include: 

• Noncompetitive contracts: Federal agencies generally are required to 
award contracts competitively, but a substantial amount of federal 
money is being obligated on noncompetitive contracts annually. 
Federal ^encies obligated approximately $170 billion on 
noncompetitive contracts in fiscal year 2009 alone. While there has 
been some fluctuation over the years, the percentage of obligations 
under noncompetitive contracts recently has been in the range of 31 
percent to over 35 percent. 

Although some ^ency decisions to forego competition may be 
justified, we found that when federal agencies decide to open their 
contracts to competition, they frequently realize savings. For example, 
the Department of State (State) awarded a noncompetitive contract for 
installation and maintenance of technical security equipment at U.S. 
embassies in 2003. In response to our recommendation, State 
subsequently competed this requirement, and in 2007 it awarded 
contracts to four small businesses for a total savings of over $2 18 
million. In another case, we found in 2006 that the Army had awarded 


‘®31 U.S.C. § 1120(a)(1)(B). 

"More mforraation on our work related to challenges in these five management functions is 
available at http;/Av'Hrw .gao.gov/highrtsk/chalIenges/'. 

'''GAO-11-318SP. 
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noncompetitive contracts for security guards, but later spent 25 
percent for the same services when the contracts were competed. 

In July 2009, 0MB called for agencies to reduce obligations under new 
contract actions that are awarded using high-risk contracting 
authorities by 10 percent in fiscal year 2010. These high-risk contracts 
include those that are awarded noncompetitively and those that are 
stmctured as competitive but for which only one offer is received. 
While sufficient data are not yet available to determine whether OMB’s 
goal was met, we are currently reviewing the agencies’ savings plans to 
identify steps taken toward that goal, and will continue to monitor the 
progress agencies make toward achieving this and any subsequent 
goals set by 0MB. 

• Undisbursed grant balances: Past audits of federal agencies by GAO 
and Inspectors General, as well as agencies’ annual performance 
reports, have suggested grant management challenges, including 
failure to conduct grant closeouts and undisbursed balances, are a 
long-standing problem. In August 2008, we reported that during 
calendar year 2006, about $1 billion in undisbursed funding remained 
in expired grant accounts in HHS’s Payment Management System — the 
largest civilian grant payment system, which multiple agencies use. In 
August 2008, we recommended that 0MB instruct all executive 
departments and independent agencies to track undisbursed balances 
in expired grant accounts and report on the resolution of this funding 
in their annual performance plan and Performance and Accountability 
Reports. As of April 201 1, 0MB had not issued guidance to all agencies 
to track and report on such balances. 

• Unneeded real property: Many federal agencies hold real property they 
do not need, including property that is excess or underutilized. Excess 
and underutilized properties present significant potential risks to 
federal agencies because they are costly to maintain. For example, in 
fiscal year 2009, agencies reported underutilized buildings accounted 
for over $1.6 billion in annual operating costs. In a June 2010 
Presidential Memorandum to federal agencies, the administration 
established a new target of saving $3 billion through disposals and 
other methods by the end of fiscal year 2012; the President reiterated 
this goal in his 2012 budget. However, federal agencies continue to 
face obstacles to disposing of unneeded property, such as 
requirements to offer the property to other federal agencies, then to 
state and local governments and certain nonprofits at no cost. If these 
entities cannot use the property, agencies may also need to comply 
with costly historic preservation or environmental cleanup 
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requirements before disposing of the property. Finally, community 
stakeholders may oppose ^encies’ plans for property disposal. 

0MB could assist agencies in meeting their property disposal target by 
implementing our .^ril 2007 recommendation of developing an action 
plan to address key problems associated with disposing of unneeded 
real property, including reducing the effect of competing stakeholder 
interests on real property decisions. The President’s fiscal year 2012 
budget proposed the Civilian Property Realigiiment Act (CPRA), which 
was recently introduced in the House of Representatives. The act 
would establish a Civilian Property Realignment Board modeled on the 
Base Closure and Realignment Commission. We are engaged in 
discussions with Congress to determine how we can best support 
Congress, should the act become law. 


Ensuring 
Performance 
Information Is Both 
Useful and Used in 
Decision Making 


Agencies need to consider the differing information needs of various 
users — such as agency top leadership and line managers, 0MB, and 
Congress — ^to ensure that performance information will be both useful and 
used in decision making. We have previously reported that to be useful, 
performance information must meet diverse users’ needs for 
completeness, accuracy, validity, timeliness, and ease of use. GPRAMA 
puts into place several requirements that could address these needs. 

• Completeness: Agencies often lack information on the effectiveness of 
programs; such information could help decision makers prioritize 
resources among programs. Our work on overlsq) and duplication has 
found crosscutting areas where performance infonnation is limited or 
does not exist. For example, not enough is known about the 
effectiveness of many domestic food assistance programs — an area 
where three federal agencies administer 18 programs, covering more 
than $62.5 billion in spending in fiscal year 2008. Research suggests 
that participation in 7 of the 18 programs — ^including the Special 
Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children 
(WIC), the National School Lunch Program, the School Breakfast 
Program, and SNAP — is associated with positive health and nutrition 
outcomes consistent with programs’ goals, such as raising the level of 
nutrition among low-income households, safeguarding the health and 
well-being of the nation’s children, and strengthening the agricultural 
economy. Yet little is known about the effectiveness of the remaining 
1 1 programs because they have not been well studied. In another area, 
economic development, where four agencies administer 80 programs, 
a l^k of information on program outcomes is a current and long- 
standing problem. In shedding light on these and other areas, the new 
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crosscutting planning and reporting requirements could lead to the 
development of performance information in areas that are currently 
incomplete. 

• Accuraxyy and validUy: Agencies are required to disclose more 
information about ttte accuracy and validity of their performance 
information in their performmrce plans and reports, including the 
sources for their data and actions to address limitations to the data. 

• Timdiness and ease of use: While agencies will continue to report 
annually on progress towards the rest of their goals, GPRAMA requires 
reporting for govemmentwide and agency priority goals on a quarterly 
basis. By also requiring information to be posted on a govemmentwide 
Web site, the act will make performance infomiation more accessible 
and easy to use by stakeholders and the public, thus fostering 
transparency and civic engagement. 

In addition, to help ensure that performance information is used — not 
simply collected and reported as a compliance exercise — GPRAMA 
requires top leadership and program officials to be involved in quarterly 
reviews of priority goals. During these sessions, they are expected to 
review the progress achieved toward goals; assess the contributions of 
underlying federal organizations, programs, and activities; categorize goals 
by their risk of not being achieved; and develop strategies to improve 
performance. 

To be successful, these officials must have the knowledge and experience 
necessary to use and trust the information they are gathering. Btiilding 
analytical capacity to use performance information and to ensure its 
quality — both in terms of staff trained to do the analysis and availability of 
research and evaluation resources — is critical to using perfomiance 
information in a meaningful fashion and will play a large role in the 
success of government performance improvements. Federal officials must 
understand how the performance information they gather can be used to 
provide insight into factors that impede or contribute to program 
successes; assess the effect of the program; or help expMn the linkages 
between program inputs, activities, outputs, and outcomes. 

Our periodic vsurveys of federal managers on government performance and 
management issues have found a positive relationship between agencies 
providing training and development on setting program performance goals 
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and the use of performance information when setting or revising 
performance goals. These surveys have also foimd a significant increase 
in training between our initial survey in 1997 and our most recent one in 
2007. “ However, only about half of our survey respondents in 2007 
reported receiving any training that would assist in strategic planning and 
performance assessment. We previously recommended that 0MB ensure 
that ag^icies are making adequate investments in training on performance 
plaiming and measurement, with a particular emphasis on how to use 
performance information to improve program performance. Consistent 
with this, according to the President’s Fiscal Year 2012 Budget, in the 
coming year 0MB and the Performance Improvement Council intend to 
help ^encies strengthen their employees’ skills in analyzing and using 
performance information to achieve greater results. 

To further develop this C 2 q)adty, within 1 year of enactment, GPRAMA 
requires the Office of Personnel Management (0PM), in consultation with 
the Performance Improvement Council, to identify the key skills and 
competencies needed by federal employees to carry out a variety of 
performance management activities including developing goals, evaluating 
programs, and analyzing and using performance information. Once those 
key skills and competencies are identified, 0PM is then required to 
incorporate those skills and competencies into relevant position 
classifications and agency training no later than 2 years after enactment. 


’®GAO, Resvits-OrierUed Government: GPRA Has Established a Solid f\}undationfor 
Achieving Greater Results, GAO-04-38 (Washington, D.C.: Mar. 10, 2004). 

“GAO, Government Performance: Lessons Learned for the Next Administration on Using 
Performance Infirrmation to Improve. Results, GAO-08-102GT (Washington, D.C.: July 24, 
2008). 

‘®GAO-04-38. 

‘®OMB, Analytical PerspwUves, Budget of the United States Government, Fiscal Year 
2012, p. 79. 
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Sustaining Leadership 
Commitment and 
Accountability for 
Achieving Results 


Perhaps the single most important element of successful management 
improvement initiatives is the demonstrated commitment of top leaders. 
This commitment is most prominently shown through the personal 
involvement of top leaders in developing and directing reform efforts. 
Organizations that successfully address their long-standing management 
weaknesses do not “staff out” responsibility for leading change. Top 
leadership involvement and clear lines of accountability for making 
management improvements are critical to overcoming organizations’ 
natural resistmrce to change, marshalling the resources needed in many 
cases to improve management, and building and maintaining the 
organizationwide commitment to new ways of doing business. 


GPRAMA creates several new leadership structures and responsibilities 
aimed at sustaining attention on improvement efforts at both the agency 
and govenunentwide levels. The act designates the deputy head of each 
agency as Chief Operating Officer (COO), with overall responsibilities for 
improving the management and performance of the agency. In addition, 
the act requires each agency to designate a senior executive as 
Performance Improvement Officer (PIO) to support the COO. The act also 
establishes a Performance Improvement Council— chaired by the 0MB 
Deputy Director for Management and composed of PIOs from various 
agencies — to assist the Director of OMB in carrying out the 
govemmentwide planning and reporting requirements. 


GPRAMA also creates individual and organizational accountability 
provisions that have the potential to keep attention focused on achieving 
results. For each govemmentwide performance goal, a lead government 
official is to be designated and held responsible for coordinating efforts to 
achieve the goal. Similarly, at the agency level, for each performance goal, 
an agency official, known as a goal leader, will be responsible for 
achieving the goal. To promote overall organizational accountability, the 
act requires OMB to report each year on unmet agency goals. Where a goal 
has been unmet for 3 years, OMB can identify the program for termination 
or restructuring, among other actions. 
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In order for performance improvement initiatives to be useM to Congress 
for its decision making, gamering congressional buy-in on what to 
measure and how to present this information is critical. In past reviews, 
we have noted the importance of considering Congress a partner in 
shaping agency goals at the outset. Congressional committee staff, in 
discussing the Program Assessment Review Tool (PART) developed by 
the previous administration, told us that communicating the PART 
assessment results was not a replacement for the benefit of early 
consultation between Congress and 0MB about what they consider to be 
the mc«5t important performance issues and program areas warranting 
review.’® 

While GPRA called for agencies to consult with Congress on their strategic 
plans, the act did not provide detailed or specific requirements on the 
consultation process or how ^encies were to treat information obtained. 
GPRAMA significantly enhances requirements for agencies to consult with 
Congress when establishing or a<^ustmg govemmentwide and agency 
goals. 0MB and agencies are to consult with relevant committees, 
obtaining majority and minority views, about proposed goals at least once 
every 2 years. In addition, 0MB and agencies are to describe on the 
govemmentwide Web site or in their strategic plans, respectively, how 
they incorporated congressional input into their goals. 

Beyond this opportunity to provide input to 0MB and agencies as they 
shape their plans, Congress can also play a decisive role in fostering 
results-oriented cultures in the federal government by using information 
on agency goals and results as it carries out its legislative responsibilities. 
P'or example, authorizing, ^propriations, and oversight committees could 
schedule hearings to determine if agency programs have clear 
performance goals, measures, and data with which to track progress and 
whether the programs are achieving their goals. Where goals and 
objectives are unclear or not results oriented, Congress could articulate 
the program outcomes it expects agencies to achieve. This would provide 
important guidance to agencies that could then be incorporated in agency 
strategic and annual performance plans. Most important, congressional 


Engaging Congress in 
Identifying 
Management and 
Performance Issues to 
Address 


‘'0MB described PART, which was created in 2002, as a diagnostic tool meant to provide a 
consistent approach to evaluating fedwal programs as part of the executive budget 
formulation process. 

'^^GAO, Performance Budgeting: PAJtT Focuses Attention on Program Performance, but 
More Can Be DonetoEngage Congress, GAC)-06-28 (Washington, D.C.: Oct. 28, 2005). 
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use of agency goals and measured results in its decision making will send 
an unmistakable message to agencies that Congress considers agency 
performance a priority. 

Over the years, the Comimttee on Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs and its predecessors have done commendable work focusing 
attention on improving government mmiagement and performance — ^by 
reporting out legislation, such as the original GPRA and GPRAMA, and 
through hearings, such as this one. Moving forward, congressional 
oversight and sustained attention by top administration officiMs will be 
essential to ensure ftirther improvement in the performance of federal 
programs and operations. In fact, as we noted in our recent high-risk 
issues report, these two factors were absolutely critical to maldng the 
progress necessary for the DOD Personnel Security Clearance Program 
and the 2010 Census to be removed from our high-risk list. 


GAO’s Role in 
Evaluating GPRAMA, 
High Risks, and Other 
Major Government 
Challenges 


Realizing the promise of GPRAMA for improving government performance 
and accoimtability and reducing waste will require sustained oversight of 
implementation. GAO played a mqjor role in evaluating the 
implementation of the original GPRA’s strategic and annual performance 
planning requirements including various pilot provisions. For example, by 
evaluating agency plans during a pilot phase, we were able to offer 
numerous recommendations for improvement that led to more effective 
final plans.® We further supported implementation by reporting on leading 
management practices that agencies should employ as they implemented 
GPRA.*' It is worth noting that much of our work on government 
performance has been conducted at the request of the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs and your two 
subcommittees, showing a sustained commitment to ensure GPRA was 
effectively implemented. 


'®GAO li-278. 

®See for example, GAO, Managing for Results: Critical Issues for Improving F&ierai 
Agencies' Strategic Plans, GAO/GGD-97-180 (Washington, D.C.: Sept.l6, 1997) and 
Managing for Results: An Agenda to Improve the Us^lness of Agencies' Annual 
Performance f^ns, GAO/GGI)/AIMD-98-228 (Washington, D.C.; Sept. 8, 1998). 

*'See for example, GAO, Executive Guide: Effectively Implementing the Government 
Performance arid Results Act, GAO./GGD-OG-l 18 (Washington, D.C.: June 1996). 
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Simaarly, GPRAMA. includes provisions requiring GAO to re\'iew 
implementation of the act at several critical junctures, and provide 
recommendations for improvements to implementation of the act. First, 
following aperiod of initial implementation, by June 2013, GAO is to 
report on impiement^on of the act’s planning and reporting 
requirements — at both the govemmentwide and agency levels. 
Subsequently, following full implementation, by September 2015 and 2017, 
GAO is to evaluate whether performance management is being used by 
federal agencies to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of agency 
programs. Also in September 2015 and 2017 — and every 4 yeai^ 
thereafter — GAO is to evaluate the implementation of the federal 
government priority goals and performance plans, and related reporting 
required by the act. 

Looking ahead, a number of other required recurrent reports will help to 
inform Congress about government management and performance. For 
example, GAO has an ongoing statutory requirement to report each year 
on federal programs, agencies, offices, and initiatives, either within 
departments or govemmentwide, which have duplicative goals or 
activities.” In addition, each year GAO reports on its audit of the 
consolidated financial statements of the U.S. government” and the 
condition of federal financial management systems.** GAO continues to 
report periodically to Congress on the adequacy and effectiveness of 
agencies’ information security policies and practices and other 
requirements of the Federal Inforaiation Security Management Act of 
2002 .*^ 

Additionally, the Presidential Transition Act of 2000” identifies GAO as a 
source of briefings and other materials to help inform presidential 
appointees of the m^or management issues, risks, and challenges they will 
face. During the last presidential transition, we identified for Congress and 
the new administration urgent issues and key program and management 
challenges in the major departments and across government. Finally, GAO 


“Pub. L No. 111-139, § 21, 124 StaL 8. 29 (2010), 31 U.S.C. § 712 note. 

”31 U.S.C. § 331(e)(2). 

**31 U,S,a§ 3512 note. 

*'*E-Govemment Act of 2002, Pub. L. No. 107-347, Title HI, 1 16 Stat. 2899, 2946 (2002). 
”Pub. L No. 106-293, §2(3), 114 Stat, 1035 (2000). 
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reports to each new Congre^ on government operations that it identifies 
as high rtek due to their greater vulnerabilities to fraud, waste, abuse, and 
mismanagement or the need for broad-based transfonnation to address 
economy, efficiency, or effectiveness challenges. 

In conclusion, everyOung must be on the table as we address the federal 
long-term ffecal challenge. While the long-term outlook is driven on the 
spending side of the budget by rising health care costs and demographics, 
other areas of the budget should not be exempt from scrutiny. AH areas 
should be reexamined in light of the contributions they make to achieving 
outcomes for the American public. If programs are overlapping, 
fragmented, or duplicative, they must be streamlined. Programs and 
management functions at significant risk of waste, fraud, and abuse must 
be corrected. GPRAMA provides the administration and Congress with 
new tools to identify strategies that are achieving results as well as those 
that are ineffective, duplicative, or wasteful that could be eliminated. GAO 
stands ready to help Congress ensure that the act’s promises are met. 


Thank you, Chairmen Akaka and Carper, Ranking Members Johnson mid 
Brown, and Members of the Subcommittees. This concludes my prepared 
statement. I would be pleased to answer any questions you may have. 


Contacts 


For further information on this testimony, please contact Bernice 
Steinhardt, Director, Strategic Issues, at (202) 512-6543 or 
steinhardtb@gao.gov. Key contributions to this testimony were made by 
Elizabeth Curda (Assistant Director), and Benjamin T. Licht. Contact 
points for our Congressional Relations and Public Affairs offices may be 
found on the last page of this statement. 
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Appendix I: GPRA Modernization Act of 2010 
Implementation 


implementation of Selected Requirements Provided in the GPRA Modernization Act of 2010 

Key Date 

Implementation Requirement 

June 30,2011 

Agency quarterly priority progress reviews, consistent with the requirements of the act, begin 
for the goals contained in Ote Fiscal Year 201 1 Budget of the United States Government. 

February 6, 2012 

0MB publishes interim federal government priority goals and prepares and submits a federal 
government performance plan consistent with the requirements of the act. 

Agencies adjust their current strategic plans, prepare and submit performance plans, and 
identify new or update existing agency priority goals to make them consistent with the 
requirements of the act. 

No iater than 

February 27, 2012 

Agencies make performance reporting updates on their fiscal year 201 1 performance 
consistent with the requirements of the act. 

June 30,2012 

0MB begins federal government quarterly priority progress reviews. 

No later than 

October 1, 2012 

0MB launches a single governmentwide performance website. 

February 3, 2014 

Full implementation of the act with a new strategic planning cycle. 


Souice;GAOanaiysisof iheGPflAModemlzaNon Ac«ol20l0. F»ub. LNo, l1i-352, '24Stal. 3666(2011), and its accompanying 
conOTMtlaa S. B^i. 111-372. 
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GAO’s Mission 

The Government Accountability Office, the audit, evaluation, and 
investigative arm of Congress, exists to support Congress in meeting its 
constitutional r^onsibilities and to help improve the performance and 
accountability of the federal government for the American people. GAO 
examines the use of public funds; evaluates federal programs and policies; 
and provides analyses, recommendations, and other assistance to help 
Congress make informed oversight, policy, and ftmding decisions. GAO’s 
commitment to good government is reflected in its core values of 
accountability, integrity, and reliability. 

Obtaining Copies of 
GAO Reports and 
Testimony 

The fastest and easiest way to obtain copies of GAO documents at no cost 
is through GAO’s Web site (www.gao.gov). Each weekday afternoon, 

GAO posts on its Web site newly released reports, testimony, and 
correspondence. To have GAO e-mail you a list of newly posted products, 
go to www.gao.gov and select “E-mail Updates.” 

Order by Phone 

The price of each GAO publication reflects GAO’s actual cost of 
production and distribution and depends on the number of pages in the 
publication and whether the publication is printed in color or black and 
white. Pricing and ordering information is posted on GAO’s Web site, 
http;//www.gao.gov/ordermg.htm. 


Place orders by calling (202) 512-6000, toll free (866) 801-7077, or 

TDD (202) 512-2537. 


Orders may be paid for using American Express, Discover Card, 
MasterCard, Visa, check, or money order. Call for additional information. 

To Report Fraud, 
Waste, and Abuse in 
Federal Programs 

Contact: 

Web site: www.gao.gov/fraudnet/fraudnet.htm 

E-mail: fraudnet@gao.gov 

Automated answering system: (800) 424-5454 or (202) 612-7470 

Congressional 

Relations 

■ 

Ralph Dawn, Managing Director, dawnr@gao.gov, (202) 512-4400 

U.S. Government Accountability Office, 441 G Street NW, Room 7125 
Washington, DC 20548 

Public Affairs 

Chuck Young, Managing Director, youngcl@gao.gOV, (202) 612-4800 

U.S. Government Accountabilily Office, 441 G Street NW, Room 7149 
Washington, DC 20548 
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Thank you for inviting me to testify this afternoon. 

My name is Robert Shea and I am a Principal of Grant Thornton LLP, one of the six global audit tax 
and advisory organizations. I work in Grant Thornton's Global Public Sector (GPS), based in 
Alexandria, Virginia. Our mission is to provide responsive and innovative financial, performance 
management, and systems solutions to governments and international organizations. Grant 
Thornton GPS provides expert performance management advice to major federal departments 
and agencies, as well as to state and local governments. 

Tm proud to talk about effective ways to implement the recently enacted Government 
Performance and Results Modernization Act of 2010 before the committee that enacted the first 
GPRA almost twenty years ago. That law laid a strong foundation for more rigorous performance 
management practices to take hold across government. The new law builds on progress made 
and enhances the tools we have to improve the government's performance. For it to be 
successful, though. Congress must ensure the executive branch appoints leaders who understand 
the power of performance information and aren't afraid to use it to transform organizations. 
Congress must also take an active role in ensuring the provisions of the act are implemented 
urgently and as intended. Agencies must be held accountable for taking the act's requirements 
seriously, and invest the time, effort, and resources required to make them work. 

GPRA laid a foundation for outcome-oriented government 

It was in this committee that government-wide efforts to improve performance management 
began. Enactment of GPRA in 1993 was a key milestone in the transition of government from one 
that measures activities or outputs to one that measures outcomes and evaluates impact. 

Because of the efforts of this committee, government has come a long way from satisfying 
ourselves with measuring the success of programs by the number of regulations issued or grants 
made. Today, more often than not, it is clear what outcomes agencies are trying to achieve and 
how they will measure success along the way. 

Despite the progress made as a result of GPRA, not enough of our time in government is focused 
on assessing whether goals are being achieved and, if not, what to do about it. The GPRA 
Modernization Act provides an excellent framework for ensuring greater focus on what works, 
what doesn’t, and what we can do to improve. 

Leadership 

Perhaps the most critical element in an organization's implementing the Modernization Act, and 
one that certainly cannot be legislated, is leadership. In a Performance Improvement Officer 
survey conducted jointly by Grant Thornton and the Partnership for Public Service, the quality of 
leadership was often cited as key to the success of an agency’s performance management system: 

In cases where leadership is lacking, performance improvement officers said the tendency 
is to go through the motions and complete required reports without actually accomplishing 
anything concrete. One interviewee said, "When you don't have the support of leadership, 
your default is compliance." Another performance improvement officer added: "Our 
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leadership is used to compliance, not performance management. It needs to be in the 
fabric of what we do. It's a mentality."^ 

In my experience, the key difference between a successful and less-than-successful organization is 
the quality of its leaders. Leaders who understand the difference between what is urgent and 
what is important can keep organizations from getting distracted and instead keep them focused 
on implementing effective performance improvement strategies. Leaders can also ensure that 
initiatives like the GPRA Modernization Act won't become just another compliance exercise. They 
are in the ideal position to harness the energy and creativity of the workforce in identifying 
improvements. 

Although the GPRA Modernization Act enumerates important qualifications for chief operating 
officers and performance improvement officers, it will be incumbent on the Obama 
Administration and Congress to ensure that the COO positions that were to be filled by the May 
2"'“ deadline are filled with experienced individuals who have managed organizations using data to 
drive change and improvement. Party loyalty and policy familiarity should take a back seat to 
questions of managerial expertise and past success. Leaders with strong experience in managing 
successful organizations will either have direct experience with — or at least be able to sift 
through — the countless management improvement initiatives thrust on agencies. These abilities 
will enable them to put together accountability mechanisms that fit the environment in which 
they are working. 

Strong leaders understand the value of honest and accurate data. There is a tendency, especially 
in government, not to want to report performance information if it will highlight failure or poor 
performance. In our political environment, the opposition to transparency is based on the fear it 
would put the organization or its political leadership in a negative light. But if we want to achieve 
important objectives, clear, outcome-oriented goals and honest, accurate, and timely data are 
critical. Congress should give agencies clear feedback on what goals are Important and assess the 
timeliness, accuracy, and usefulness of publicly reported data. 

GPRA Modernization Act impiementation 

The GPRA Modernization Act was signed by the President more than four months ago. 0MB 
issued guidance to agencies in April outlining the bill's new requirements. It is currently 
considering more detailed guidance to assist agency implementation of the new law. I hope this 
committee is consulting closely with 0MB on what guidance agencies will receive. As it does, I 
hope the committee engages 0MB in a constructive dialogue on just what it meant when it wrote 
the original law and what it expects in implementation of the GPRA Modernization Act. The 
Committee should also hold OMB's feet to the fire to ensure the tenets of the new law are 
implemented faithfully and constructively. A strong partnership between 0MB and Congress is 
critical to the act's success. But ongoing oversight by this committee will also be required. 


^ Partnership for Public Service and Grant Thornton LLP; A Critical Role at a Critical Time; April 2011. (See 
http://tinyurl.com/4yup8a4. 
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Agencies, Congress, and the Administration must report and use clear and candid performance 
information 

Using performance information in decision-making does not come naturally to the federal 
government. Of course, there is a tendency to measure things that are easy. With budgets 
increasingly constrained, performance information should be used in the budget process to 
ensure investments have the greatest impact. Performance information should also be used in 
the authorization and oversight process to hold programs and agencies accountable. Further, 
performance information is useful in assessing and improving government contracts, grants, and 
personnel. There is no limit to the use of reliable performance information given that federal 
agencies have been collecting and reporting on some form of performance information for the 
better part of a decade. 

The GPRA Modernization Act makes it clear that agencies are responsible for using data to 
manage and report in a transparent manner for public consumption. Your committee's report on 
the bill describes one of the relevant provisions: 'This section also requires that, at each agency, 
the head of the agency and the agency's COO [Chief Operating Officer], with the support of the 
agency PIO [Performance Improvement Officer], conduct an analogous quarterly review to review 
priority goals with the appropriate goal leaders.”^ This quarterly review process can greatly 
improve agency attention to performance, although this simple requirement is not enough. The 
public website required of the Act, www.performance.gov. should include candid, actionable data 
on progress toward reported goals that is meaningful to the public at large. 

Measuring progress toward outcomes often spans many years. The GPRA Modernization Act 
reminds agencies that they must clearly describe how performance goals contribute to the 
achievement of long-term, outcome-oriented strategic goals. The regular reporting of progress on 
these interim goals will give stakeholders, including Congress, a better idea of what progress is 
being made in the absence of more timely, outcome-oriented performance information. It is 
critical, however, that agencies provide the information in a form tailored to their specific 
stakeholders. This will require ongoing consultation between the agencies responsible for 
achieving the goals; their appropriations, authorizing, and oversight committees; and ultimately 
the public. 

The executive branch shares a responsibility not only to demand clear and useful performance 
information, but also to ensure agencies are collaborating with their stakeholders and each other 
to reduce redundancies, increase efficient delivery of program outcomes, and improve their 
collective performance. Much attention has been focused on the President's State of the Union 
Address discussion of reorganizing government to eliminate program duplication. The GPRA 
Modernization Act includes important requirements that can improve coordination among 
duplicative programs. 

One of the act's most exciting features is the requirement that the Federal Government 
Performance Plan include governmentwide goals and an inventory of the multiple agencies or 


^ Report of the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, United States Senate; GPRA 
Modernization Act of 2010; Senate Report 111-372; 111”' Congress, 2'”’ Session; December 16, 2010; at 17. (See 
http://www.gpo-gov/fdsv5/pke/CRPT-lllsrpt372/Ddf/CRPT-lllsrDt372.pdf .) 
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programs that contribute to their achievement. A source I hope the executive branch consults is 
the Commission on Key National Indicators.^ Established by Congress with an authorization of $70 
million, the Commission is another example of Congress' commitment to improving the 
government's performance in certain crosscutting areas. At the Commission's website, 
www.stateoftheusa.org. you can find an initiative that's attempting to show where the nation 
stands on important issues facing this country. 

The Administration's administrative flexibility initiative also has great potential to improve 
collaboration among like programs trying to serve similar constituencies, in February, the 
President issued a memorandum "instructing agencies to work closely with State, local, and tribal 
governments to identify administrative, regulatory, and legislative barriers in Federally funded 
programs that currently prevent States, localities, and tribes, from efficiently using tax dollars to 
achieve the best results for their constituents.""* Just last month, 0MB followed that 
memorandum with more detailed guidance to agencies on how they should identify and 
implement greater flexibility to reduce unnecessary burdens on state and local governments in 
order to improve the achievement of common outcomes. If implemented as intended, this 
initiative can vastly improve cross-agency and cross-government collaboration. 

The promise of rigorous independent program evaluation 

Although use of performance information in day-to-day (or quarter-to-quarter) management is 
important, programs sometimes require a more rigorous evaluation to ensure they are having the 
intended impact. To prove a program is working, rigorous, random, and controlled independent 
evaluations can isolate the impact a program is having from other factors. The non-profit sector is 
has the lead in this area, but the federal government is not far behind. One of the promising 
initiatives led by 0MB is described in a recent 0MB Memorandum: 

Rigorous, independent program evoiuations can be a key resource in determining whether 
government programs are achieving their intended outcomes as well as possible and at the 
lowest possible cost. Evaluations can help policymakers and agency managers strengthen 
the design and operation of programs. Ultimately, evaluations can help the Administration 
determine how to spend taxpayer dollars effectively and efficiently — investing more in 
what works and less in what does not.^ 

This evaluation initiative promises to vastly expand the body of evidence we have with which to 
judge what works and what doesn't. Many programs, when subjected to rigorous evaluation 
methodologies, will not live up to their promise. Without such evidence, however, programs are 
implemented blindly without knowing their intended impact. Only with such evidence can you 
begin to adjust programs to increase their chance of success. Such evidence may also provide a 
more legitimate basis for eliminating those programs that aren't working. When a rigorous 


* See httD://www.5tateoftheusa.org/content/cQmmission-on-kev-national-ind.Dho . 

* Presidential Memorandum: Administrative Flexibility, Lower Costs, and Better Results for State, Local, and Tribal 
Governments; February 28, 2011. (See httD://www.whitehouse.gov/the-Dress-office/2011/02/28/presidential- 
memorandum-administrative-flexibiiitv .l 

^ Office of Management and Budget; Memorandum for the Heads of Executive Departments and Agencies: Increased 
Emphasis on Program Evaluations; October 7, 2009; M-iO-01. {See 

http://www.whitehQuse.gov/sites/def3ult/file5/omb/assets/memoranda 2010/m 10-01, pdf .) 
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evaluation reveals that a program is having a significant positive impact, these revelations should 
get your attention. Replicating that success should be a primary focus of the program, the agency, 
Congress, and the Obama Administration. The more evaluations we conduct, the more evidence 
we have of what's working. The more evidence we have of what's working, the more we can 
allocate tax dollars to the greatest benefit. 

Conclusion 

Like the performance management initiatives before them, the GPRA Modernization Act is an 
important milestone in our on-going quest to make government more efficient and effective. This 
Committee played an important role in GPRA's early success and can play an even more 
constructive part today. Assigning accountability for improved performance and outlining 
transparency requirements can go a long way toward improving program success. If Congress and 
the executive branch work together to provide active, persistent oversight, the potential benefits 
of this effort are enormous. 
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The GPRA Modernization Act: Realizii^ the Full Promise of Performance 

Management 

Paul L. Posner 
George Mason University 


Chairs and Members of the Subcommittees 

1 appreciate the opportunity to share my perspectives on the implementation of the 
GPRA Modernization Act and the future prospects for performance management 
and budgeting. 

The passage of the 2010 Modernization Act constituted an important milestone in a 
decades-long journey to use performance measures to inform decisions and manage 
far flung federal programs. The Act offers a valuable opportunity to highlight the 
importance of current Administration performance initiatives, as well as 
institutionalize the all-important management leadership necessary to sustain 
performance reforms. Most critically, the Act breaks new ground in requiring 0MB 
to establish leadership for a select number of government wide policy initiatives 
that cut across agency boundaries and tools of government. 

Those of us in the broad federal performance community truly have our work cut 
out for us. Not only must we implement the new Act, but we must do so in a way 
that will help us make the hard choices our fiscal challenges are forcing on us. While 
the new legislation promises to improve the supply chain of performance 
information, critical questions remain about how to motivate policymakers to use it 
- the demand side of the equation. We know from the checkered history of 
management reforms in the past that the most prodigious management reforms will 
fail to sustain attention by agency leaders and program managers if the new 
information and perspectives they provide go unrequited. It remains to be seen 
whether the new information will gain sufficient traction to become compelling to 
policymakers across the government in dealing with the most important problems 
facing them today, whether it be the Congress or the President. 

The Act offers the potential for quantum leaps in the way we frame decisions and 
the information marshaled to support decision makers. However, the great gains 
that lie within our reach will also prompt the greatest challenges to our institutions 
at both ends of Pennsylvania Avenue. Reaching across agency and program 
boundaries to focus on those crosscutting policy areas that matter most may require 
nothing less than an institutional personality transplant for both Congress and the 
bureaucracy. Involving Congress as a partner with the Executive Branch and the 
President in selecting targets of opportunities for crosscutting budget and policy 
reviews will demand a spirit of collaboration not often seen in this town recently. 
While Congress should be congratulated for passing the new legislation, it will be 
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important for the committees to use the information generated by its own creation 
for its own work, whether it be budgeting, appropriating, authorizing, or oversight. 


The Modernization Act in historical context 


Performance-based reforms have had a long history in the United States at all levels 
of government. Often led by state and local initiatives, public administrators at all 
levels have become gripped by waves of performance reforms intended to improve 
performance and enhance public confidence in government. Ushered in with great 
expectations, reforms such as Planning-Programming-Budgeting, Zero Based 
Budgeting, and Total Quality Management, achieved significant improvements but 
are widely acknowledged to have fallen well short of their mark in institutionalizing 
a sustainable focus on performance within government. This checkered history of 
reforms encouraged a certain amount of cynicism about the efficacy of performance 
management to achieve lasting success in government. 

We turned a new page with the 1993 enactment of the Government Performance 
and Results Act [GPRA. Unlike its predecessors, this legislation ushered in a long- 
term sustained effort by federal agencies to generate and use performance 
information in planning and managing their resources. Notwithstanding the failures 
of prior incarnations of performance management, performance management 
reforms in general achieved a level of continuity and sustainability that is at once 
both surprising and tenuous. The Act, has ushered in a period where performance 
information and justifications have become accepted in federal agencies, in 0MB 
reviews and even, sporadically, in certain committees of the Congress itself. Notably, 
the reform has not only survived through three successive Administrations but has 
become a vital part of the management reform strategies of all three 
Administrations. 

Several features of GPRA were instrumental in sustaining attention to performance. 
First, it was anchored in a statute passed by Congress, and accompanied by a 
surprising amount of Congressional oversight attention including the "scoring" of 
initial agency performance plans. Second, it was linked to the budget by requiring 
agencies to link their performance plans to their budget program activities. While 
agencies had primary responsibility for preparing these plans, 0MB reviewed the 
plans as part of the budget process and eventually worked with agencies to 
integrate performance plans into agency budget justifications. GAO found in the first 
ten years that federal managers reported having significantly more types of 
performance measures that were linked to planning and budget decisions although 
more remained to be done to promote the use of this information for resource 
allocation. i 


1 U.S. Government Accountability Office, I 
Foundation for Achieving Greater Results f Washington. D.C.: GAO, 2004, GAO -04-38) 
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The Bush Administration built on the GPRA infrastructure to use performance 
information more actively in the executive budget process. . Through the Program 
Assessment Rating Tool (PART), the Bush Administration sought to systematically 
review the performance of very major program in the federal budget. . 

While PART can be viewed as building on GPRA, there were differences to be sure 
Under GPRA, it was hoped that if agencies built the performance bridge, 
policymakers and managers alike would use it. PART featured a more active role by 
0MB in using performance data to review programs using a standard set of 
questions. While GPRA plans and metrics were largely developed by federal 
agencies themselves, PART marked a significant shift in control of the performance 
agenda from the agencies to 0MB. It was the President's budget agency that 
designed the process and made the final judgments on program assessments, with 
the active participation of the agencies. 

The PART process has itself been assessed by GAO and others in the federal 
community. During that period, the process institutionalized more formal and 
systematic program reviews in the executive budget process and gave many 
agencies more powerful incentives to improve their performance data. ^ However, 
by shifting control over the performance assessments to 0MB, this reform was 
perceived by key players as reflecting the interests of one player in the process, 
undermining the broad support often needed to underscore the credibility of 
performance information. 

The Obama Administration shifted away from the comprehensive and centralized 
mode] of PART toward a more selective and agency centered model. The 
Administration asked agencies to choose several high priority performance goals to 
focus on for a two year period, with quarterly reviews by 0MB of their progress to 
achieve their own goals. The Administration retained the chief performance officers 
and council initiated under Bush. Notably, additional funding was provided to 
strengthen agency program evaluation capacity, a necessary foundation for 
understanding the impact of federal programs on outcomes. The GPRA 
Modernization Act, in fact, was intended to institutionalize the high priority goals 
approach initiated by 0MB, with some enhancements that will be discussed below. 


^ U.S. Government Accountability Office, Performance Budgeting: PART Focuses Attention on 
Program Performance, but More Can Be Done to Engage Congress fWa.shineton. D.C.: GAO, 2006, 
GAO-06-26] 
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Lessons Learned 

The passage of the GPRA Modernization Act marks a possible inflection point in the 
performance movement - a time to take stock while we think through the strategies 
to be pursued by both the Executive Branch and the Congress in implementing the 
new legislation. 

Our previous history has revealed some important lessons for the new performance 
management regime: 


Real Gains in Performance are Possible 

Agencies have achieved substantial gains in outcomes that matter by applying the 
framework of performance management to their own programs and operations. 

• Coast Guard realized major reductions in accidents under its marine 
safety program. The advent of performance analysis prompted a shift 
from monitoring the number of inspections and condition of marine 
vessels to a focus on the reasons for underlying trends in accidents. 
Finding that human error and industry practice were primarily 
responsible for poor safety outcomes, the agency worked with the marine 
industry on training programs. The result was a dramatic cut in the 
numbers of accidents per 100,000 employees, from 91 to 27 over four 
years. 

• FDA's office of generic drugs used performance targets and monitoring to 
reduce the time to review generic drug applications. As a result, the 
percent of applications reviewed within 180 days went from 35 to 87 
percent. In addition to tracking overall progress, performance data were 
used on a real time basis to monitor workload across units, enabling the 
agency to break through bottlenecks by shifting work to less burdened 
units. 

• The Department of Veterans Affairs health care system has systematically 
reformed its delivery by using health outcomes as the basis for defining 
what is to be achieved by its regional health services networks. The 
underlying trend data were used both as a basis for funding the networks 
but also to analyze best practices. The analysis of cardiac surgery 
outcomes among VA health care units, for instance, promoted the 
introduction of best practices throughout the system, leading to reduced 
morbidity in cardiac procedures. 
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The burden of false expectations 

As we begin to implement the Modernization Act, we must right size our 
expectations, for inflated expectations can doom reforms perhaps more than 
anything else. 

Some expect performance management and budgeting to transform government 
and policymaking from a political to an analytical process. The use of performance 
information for budgeting or management decisions cannot, and is not intended to, 
take politics out or supplant the judgments of elected officials with those of 
evaluators and analysts. Public sector decisions must be based on multiple criteria; 
these include value judgments about needs: equity in the sharing of benefits and 
burdens; and priorities among competing claims that, while they can be informed by 
analysis, are typically best resolved through the political process. 

The goal of performance management and budgeting in the public sector is not to 
provide the answers to inherently political choices but rather to provide a new set 
of questions whose answers will inform those choices. Unlike the business world, if 
performance for vital public programs, such as reducing drug abuse, declines, there 
is no formula for deciding whether to cut or increase funds, or to change the 
underlying program design and management. The goal of performance management 
is to change the agenda of managers and policymakers by placing performance 
concerns on the radar screen, not to provide the magic bullet to unknot gridlock or 
solve the nation’s deficits. 

Balancing Supply and demand 

While notable successes exist, the challenges associated with sustaining the focus on 
performance are daunting. For the past 18 years, agencies have been busy building 
a credible "supply" of performance metrics and information. In the process, they 
have encountered major challenges in articulating performance goals and 
developing measurement systems. Many agencies have multiple goals that need to 
be reconciled and prioritized. Agencies must develop valid data and logic models to 
link their program outputs to the ultimate outcomes they are trying to influence, 
sorting out the impact of federal programs from numerous other factors driving 
results. Often the most important outcomes are often those that are most difficult to 
measure. For instance, programs like Head Start in the investment arena can 
relatively easily quantify the near term benefits received by children, but not so 
easily measure the longer term Impacts that early intervention can yield for their 
lives as productive adults. Ultimately, gaining the confidence of stakeholders and 
other experts in the relevant communities involves many iterations and years of 
close engagement. Building a credible supply of performance data is essential if this 
data is to gain sufficient legitimacy to become a compelling factor in decision 
making. Thus, supply often must precede demand. Yet, at some point demand for the 
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information must be forthcoming, or supply will wither away. So far, while demand 
has in fact been demonstrated within agencies, 0MB and even committees of the 
Congress, this has largely been more episodic than systematic. The GAO’s latest 
survey of federal employees in 2008 found that while more managers have 
performance measures than before, the overall use in decision making has not 
changed in the past 10 years. ^ 

However, demand has many dimensions in our pluralistic system. It can constitute 
demand from committees in the Congress itself of course. It can also mean demand 
from inside the agency itself - from agency managers seeking to use performance 
data to oversee contractors, grantees and other agency staff. It can also include GAO 
and 0MB, who use information for oversight, control and assessments. 

To survive, performance management systems under the new Modernization Act 
must succeed in satisfying these potential users and others who all have to perceive 
a line of sight between their interests and performance information. The 
Administration must strive to develop performance plans and reports that can be 
tiered and titrated to respond to the very different needs of these different 
audiences. A single voluminous report, while satisfying experts and agency 
managers, will prove frustrating to Member of Congress seeking to capture the vital 
few goals and measures that matter to high level policymakers. The coexistence of 
the high priority performance goals under the Modernization Act alongside regular 
GPRA strategic and annual plans is another strategy to satisfy the needs of both high 
level officials and numerous other agency experts and stakeholders. 


The tension between learning and control 


Instilling new energy and focus often leads central leaders to impose new 
accountability regimes and scorecards on agencies, using natural incentives and 
sanctions such as shame to refocus the attention of agencies across the government. 
This central leadership was certainly evident during the Bush Administration as 
well as the current 0MB leadership team. Agencies are required to report progress 
on a quarterly basis for their own high priority goals. 

The Modernization Act institutionalizes accountability for high performance goals at 
both the agency and government wide levels. Leaders are to be appointed to head 
the goals, and periodic progress reviews and reports are required as well. The Act 


3 Bernice Steinhardt, "Government Performance: Lessons Learned for the Next 
Administration on Using Performance Information to Improve Results" , statement 
delivered before the Subcommittee on Federal Financial Management, Information, 
Federal Services, and International Security. U.S. Senate Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs, July 24, 2008 
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goes one step further by providing for consequences should agencies miss their 
targets over a three year period. Agencies would have to develop remedial plans, 
with the Congress ultimately being required to consider changes to legislation and 
funding should targets be missed over a three year period. 

These changes promise to promote greater accountability and incentives for 
agencies to focus on high priority goals. But, like so much else in the performance 
movement, greater accountability to central leaders comes with a potential price. 

We know that when faced with sanctions, agencies often become compliance 
oriented, learning how to "pass the test" imposed on them without making real 
changes in the way programs are designed and managed. Since agencies have 
authority to determine their own high priority goals, the goals might be expected to 
become more pedestrian as the consequences for failure increase. 

Ultimately, performance management achieves sustainable improvements by 
building a sustainable culture of learning and innovation within agencies. Ironically, 
more insistent and centrally driven directives can discourage the kind of learning 
and buy in necessary to institutionalize a culture of learning and change within 
agencies. The development of such learning cultures are somewhat idiosyncratic 
and reflect such factors as the clarity of an agency’s mission, the professionalism and 
cohesion of its staff and support by its many stakeholders. 

There is no magic formula that can be chronicled in 0MB guidance or scorecards to 
promote a culture of learning and innovation among the agencies. The Obama 
Administration has usefully supported learning forums and best practice exchanges 
that can be perceived as enhancing agencies’ learning. The Performance 
Improvement Council that has gained statutory status in the new Modernization Act 
also can serve this purpose. Most importantly, the fact that the agencies themselves 
formulate their own high priority goals offers perhaps the greatest incentive for 
them to take ownership of this process and use it to drive through needed changes 
in program management and delivery. 


The "weaponization" of performance information 

While the demand for information is vital to sustain this movement, it is important 
to answer what we mean by "use” of performance information. In my view, the most 
productive use for performance is as a strategic tool to set direction, validate results 
and inform the debate for budgeting, policy reform and implementation. 
Performance represents a new set of perspectives that has long been missing in 
action when we have debates at both ends of Pennsylvania Avenue. 


* Donald Movnihan. The Dynamics of Performance Management fWashington. D.C.: 
Georgetown University Press, 2008) 
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However, 1 become concerned when performance becomes used as a formula to 
reward or punish claimants and employees in budget and personnel assessment 
processes. Here, the potential for the distortion of information and behavior is 
greatest. Agencies can expect to be defensive in supplying information and metrics if 
they know it can be used against them in some direct, formulaic manner. Moreover, 
performance systems often have gaps and challenges in measuring all significant 
outcomes, particularly those dealing with quality of services. Given the well known 
tendency to work to measures, the behavior of agency employees may be distorted 
as a result, as agencies focus primarily on those values with metrics to the exclusion 
of other important goals. As performance information becomes more critical in 
meting out rewards and sanctions, it is doubly important that the metrics and 
information are comprehensive and credible to avoid the inevitable gaming and 
challenges that are likely to arise. 

Performance management, thus, exists on a knife's edge between irrelevance and 
overextension. Either way lies the abyss that will kill the movement. The challenge 
is how to walk that fine line where information informs debates without becoming a 
formulaic answer designed to reward or sanction measured behavior. 


The New Crosscutting Focus 

While each agency will face many of these, and other, challenges in implementing 
the Modernization Act, the legislation also levied a new responsibility on 0MB to 
prepare crosscutting federal priority goals. This crosscutting emphasis is one of the 
pieces that have been missing in performance reforms in this or prior 
Administrations. ^ In some respects, we had to learn to crawl by establishing 
performance measures within programs and agencies before taking this next, far 
more complex stage. 

One of the lessons we have learned over the years is that achieving any important 
results or outcomes in government involves parallel and coordinated efforts across 
multiple agencies and programs. GAO has reported many examples of 
fragmentation, overlap, and apparent duplication, in which multiple government 
agencies and programs serve the same or closely related objectives. ® 

To take just one example, fragmentation in the nation's food safety inspection 
system causes significant performance shortfalls and quality control problems. This 
fragmented system is the key reason GAO added the federal oversight of food safety 
to its high-risk list in 2007. Fifteen federal agencies collectively administer at least 


5 This section is based on work currently being done by Steven Redburn and the 
author for the Peterson-Pew Commission on Budget Reform. 

<> Government Accountability Office, Opportunities to Reduce Potential Duplication 
in Government Programs. Save Tax Dollars and Enhance Revenue. March, 2011, 
GAO-11-318-SP 
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30 laws related to food safety, with inconsistent oversight and ineffective 
coordination. Federal spending across two major agencies involved - USDA and 
FDA - is mismatched with these agencies’ relative responsibilities; FDA with 
responsibility for 80 percent of the food supply spends only 24 percent of total 
federal food safety dollars. Other countries’ food safety systems integrate activity 
across the entire food supply chain, from "farm to table” by placing primary 
responsibility for safety on producers; separating risk assessment and risk 
management; conducting risk-based inspections; and taking steps to ensure certain 
food imports meet equivalent safety standards. 

Decision-making around the new federal priority goals could be the launching pad 
for a new effort to improve budgeting. A government-wide performance planning 
requirement has long been needed to afford policymakers and the public a broader 
view of the outcomes achieved by interrelated portfolios of programs and subsidies. 
This ‘portfolio perspective’ could reframe budget formulation in both the executive 
and Congress by changing the primary unit of analysis from individual programs to 
broader outcomes that groups of programs are intended to influence. The 
development of plans on a portfolio basis would highlight the potential gains from 
adopting this new focus. Should this prove to be compelling to high-level 
policymakers, planning and budgeting in both the executive and Congress may 
never be the same 

I don’t need to tell you how difficult this will be to accomplish in our system. One of 
the reasons we have such fragmentation of programs addressing common goals is 
due to the presence of multiple overlapping committees in the Congress and 
agencies in the Executive Branch. Several strategies will help overcome some of the 
obvious barriers and achieve the greatest potential impact; 

• Collaboration between 0MB and key congressional committee leaders in 
selecting areas to focus on for crosscutting performance reviews 

• Selective focus on a vital few areas to be undertaken each year. PART 
taught us that attempting to cover the entire budget can ultimately 
exhaust both the suppliers of information and the potential audience 

• Integration across policy tools which will add significant value to current 
budget and performance presentations. Tax expenditures, for instance, 
are of equal magnitude as total federal discretionaiy spending, yet they 
are largely not considered in the executive or congressional budget 
processes and they remain largely immune from performance 
assessments 

• Building from existing budget subfunctions which already use 0MB 
budget data in focusing on broader mission areas supported across 
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agencies in the budget. For instance, the Natural Resource budget 
function includes the following subfunctions 

o Water resources 

o Conservation and Land Management 
o Recreational Resources 
o Pollution control and abatement 
o Other natural resources 


The following chart illustrates how critical both spending and tax expenditures are 
for a major federal portfolio - support of homeownership. 


Federal Support tor Homeownersliip, 2009 


(Billions of dollars) 

Mortgage biterest Deductipn 
Maldfig Home 

SobsK^ for Mae and Freddie Mac" 
DedocSbili^ of Sta^ and iocat Proper^ Tnes 
Etciusion for Capital Gams 
Rnt-T«n« Home Buyer Credit' |_™- 
Nerghboriwod StabSization Program || 
HOME investment Partnersb^^ IH 
Coiwmmfty Dev^pment Block Grant Proi^am' I 
Exemption for Mortgage Subsidy BMds h 
USOA fturat Itousing Pro^ams | 
Disctarge of Mortgage fodebtedn^s ^ 
Housing for People with ABK'’ 




B Spending Program O Tax Expendhire 


Sources: Congressional Budget (for spending amounts}; Joint Committee on Taxation, cffeder9( Tax B^iend^ures for .Restaj 

fta/s 2008 2012 (2008) (tor tax expenditure amounts). _______________ 


Other nations have used portfolio approaches to budgeting that we can learn from. 
For instance, Australia has launched a series of strategic reviews of a select number 
of cross agency missions, to include both spending and tax expenditures. The 
Netherlands have been doing crosscutting reviews of performance for over 30 years, 
involving teams of agencies, budget office and external experts in developing 
recommendations for groups of programs in about ten areas each year. 


Congressional involvement: The Keystone to Success 

As we move to the next stages ushered in by the Modernization Act, congressional 
involvement will be even more important to realize the goals of the act and the 
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promise of performance management. The Modernization Act, indeed, emphasizes 
consultation with the Congress in developing both government wide and agency 
high priority goals. 

Congressional involvement is particularly critical to the success of the new 
crosscutting performance reviews. Congress is often the fountain from which 
springs forth the fragmented array of programs and tools that confound 
policymakers and publics alike. Is there hope that a crosscutting framework could 
be employed in a body with such widespread dispersal of power across committees? 

While committees and subcommittees are indeed fragmented, congressional 
leadership has strengthened during the past several decades. Whether it involves 
developing health reform or negotiating budget deals with the White House, 
Congress has shown that it is capable of making major policy decisions on a more 
centralized basis than before. 

When thinking about models for congressional involvement with the new 
crosscutting portfolio reviews, three broad pathways come to mind: collaboration, 
congressional oversight and congressional budgeting. 

Collaboration 

0MB could invite key congressional leaders from relevant committees to meet and 
reach agreement about those areas to be assessed in each budget year. Congress 
could help ensure that areas that are ripe for reexamination, such as those up for 
reauthorization, would get attention in the executive review process. The resulting 
assessment process could have greater credibility in the process. Such a process 
would require changes from both institutions. Congress would have to be willing to 
articulate its oversight and reexamination priorities more centrally. 0MB would 
have to be willing to open up its own process to become more collaborative with the 
Congress in development of performance assessment - a prospect that has been 
resisted in the past. 

Oversight 

House and Senate government oversight committees have formal authority to 
coordinate oversight plans of congressional committees. While such authority has 
not been exercised with noticeable impact to date, the new crosscutting reviews 
may help stimulate such an initiative. 

Indeed, Congress has started such reviews itself by imposing the new mandate on 
GAO to conduct periodic reviews of duplication and overlap. The committees can 
build on GAO's work, as well as 0MB led cross cutting reviews, by undertaking their 
own reviews of portfolios of programs. Such oversight could build on GAO's work 
by; (1) comparing the relative effectiveness and efficiency of existing programs in 
achieving common performance outcomes and (2) assessing alternative strategies 
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to reform and restructure portfolios of programs to achieve better results with 
lower costs. In a recent report, the Peterson-Pew Commission on Budget Reform 
recommended that Congress work with GAO to trigger these reviews. ^ 

Budget Process 

While often led from the leadership offices themselves, the budget committees were 
established precisely to lead and coordinate crosscutting assessments of budgetary 
choices. The Budget Committee not only has a government-wide perspective, but also 
uses budget functions as building blocks for the budget resolution. Functions and 
subfunctions serve as proxies for broad missions or goals that can be the foundation for 
systematic performance assessments of the myriad of programs and tools addressing each 
mission. Moreover, the annual budget focus gives these Committees a routine 
responsibility that can be coupled to the performance assessment process 

However it is designed, a revitalized allocation process in budgeting will be 
increasingly important as the fiscal constraints becoming more binding. As health 
and Social Security continue to eat away at the discretionary room in the budget, 
there will be fewer resources to respond to new and emergent problems and issues 
in a dynamic society with a growing population. The congressional budget process 
will be pressed to review claims across the board to reduce spending and increase 
revenues. A crosscutting portfolio review process for specific areas would 
strengthen the capacity of the budget committees and the Congress itself to make 
hard choices going forward. 

The Budget Committees could be the vehicle to accomplish this by reporting out a 
"congressional performance resolution” as part of the budget resolution. Such a 
resolution could be the vehicle to engage the full Congress in debate over those 
areas most ripe for review and assessment each year. The resolution could be 
viewed as a requirement that committees undertake the assessments through 
hearings, GAO studies and other vehicles that they deem appropriate to reexamine 
the program areas identified in the resolution. 

These assessments could be undertaken by committees and used to inform their 
own legislative and oversight processes. However, the assessments could also feed 
into the congressional budget process in the following year. In year 2, the 
committees could report their findings and policy recommendations as part of the 
Views and Estimates process, an established part of the budget process. 

Alternatively, the assessments could become the basis for a new performance based 
reconciliation process the next year where the committees would be required to 
take actions on their findings, with the protections of the reconciliation process in 
place. This alternative would obviously be controversial with the committees and 


^ Peterson-Pew Commission on Budget Reform, Getting Back to Black. November 10, 
2010 
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many stakeholders as well. Committees might protect their programs, knowing that 
their assessments might be used against them the next year to force savings. 
However, if a reconciliation process were in the cards an 5 way for that year, this 
process would help provide committees with input into setting the reconciliation 
targets and process than the current process. 


Conclusions 

The GPRA Modernization Act could not have come at a better time. It has potential 
not only to revitalize performance management, but to help the nation come to grips 
with the hard choices that our fiscal challenges are forcing on us. Realizing the full 
potential of the Act will call for strengthened networks of managers at all levels in 
federal agencies working together, a prospect enhanced by the statutory base given 
to Performance Improvement Officers. . 

It will also call on 0MB to achieve greater integration itself to enable it to exercise 
policy leadership for cross cutting policies. In particular, it will be important to fully 
engage the agency’s budget examiners to draw on their deep knowledge and 
leverage with the agencies. Since tax expenditures are such an important part of the 
federal policy presence in so many areas, 0MB will also have to collaborate with 
Treasury to ensure that all federal subsidies are on the table when reviewing 
crosscutting policy areas. 

Ultimately, the real gains in performance and budgeting that the new Act can bring 
will only come about if both the executive and legislative branches are committed to 
a more open, more collaborative, more results-driven approach to policy formation, 
oversight and annual budget formulation. It will take unprecedented levels of 
collaboration within the Executive Branch and Congress as well as between these 
often contentious bodies to achieve lasting progress. 

That concludes my statement and I will be glad to answer any questions. 
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Statement of 
Jonathan D. Breul 
Executive Director 

IBM Center for The Business of Government 
before the 

Subcommittee on Oversight of Government Management, 
the Federal Workforce, and the District of Columbia 
and 

Subcommittee on Federal Financial Management, Government Information, 
Federal Services, and International Security 
United States Senate 

May 10, 2011 


Good afternoon, Chairmen and Members of the Subcommittees: 

I am pleased to have the opportunity to testify before the Subcommittees 
regarding implementation of the GPRA Modernization Act of 2010, and in particular, the 
several important organizational changes which are designed to provide sustained, high- 
level leadership support and accountability for achieving results and improving 
management across the government. 

I am Executive Director of the IBM Center for The Business of Government and a 
Partner in IBM's Global Business Services. The IBM Center connects public 
management research with practice. Since 1998, we have helped public sector executives 
improve the effectiveness of government with practical ideas and original thinking. We 
sponsor independent research by top minds in academe and the nonprofit sector and host 
a weekly radio show “The Business of Government Hour” which presents in-depth 
stories on government executives and public managers who are changing the way 
government does its business. 

The GPRA Modernization Act 

The recently enacted GPRA Modernization Act of 2010 is an important re- 
commitment to results-based management that builds upon the foundation of the 
Government Performance and Results Act of 1993. GPRA provided a sensible, bi- 
partisan statutory framework, that to the surprise (and perhaps disappointment) of many, 
outlived the forecasts of the gloomy pathologists of prior management and budget 
reforms. 

Prior to GPRA, there were no strategic plans in the federal government; now they 
are present in every department and agency, as well as most bureaus, sub-agencies, 
programs and operating units. Strategic planning has extended agencies’ time horizons to 
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a longer five- to six-year view, rather than the annual nature of the budget process. 

GPRA also greatly expanded the supply of results-oriented performance information. 
Agencies have improved the focus of their planning and the quality of their performance 
information. 

Yet at the same time, GPRA has increasingly become a hollow, paperwork 
exercise, producing plans and reports that are unrelated to the real work of Congress and 
the agencies. If one were to stack up all the GPRA documents produced for Congress 
last year, the pile would measure over a yard high. Reporting is not timely for decision 
makers, and is too voluminous for users to find useful information. Appropriators and 
executive branch decision-makers often must wade through reams of paper to find a few 
kernels of useful information. 

The premise of GPRA was right, but the promise has proved harder to fulfil than 
was expected. The transition to performance management has been exceedingly slow. 
The challenge now is to put performance-based, results-oriented government into 
practice. This is where the GPRA Modernization Act of 2010 comes into the picture. 

The prospects for improving government management and performance have been 
strengthened substantially by the new Act. It represents not only a strong re-commitment 
to improving government management and performance, but provides a useful set of 
updates and refinements. 

I will devote the balance of my statement to three provisions of the Act which 
bring fresh attention to the need for institutional leadership. 

Chief Operating Officers 

The single most Important ingredient in successful management improvement 
efforts is the demonstrated commitment of top leaders. Following enactment of the 
Government Performance and Results Act in August 1993, President Clinton designated 
deputy secretaries as their department’s chief operating officers responsible for overall 
management and performance issues. This innovation was continued by President Bush. 
A significant, but so far little-noticed, provision of the GPRA Modernization Act codifies 
this approach by designating chief operating officers in each department and major 
agency. Management responsibility in federal departments and agencies is statutorily 
now to be assigned to agency political leadership, primarily at the deputy secretary level. 

The COO position elevates management to a level where policy and management 
meet. The COOs are high-ranking political appointees who have responsibility for the 
inside, day-to-day operations of the departments and agencies - in the past most typically 
serving as the deputy secretary or the department’s No.2 official. There have been some 
exceptions, most notably in the Departments of Justice, Defense, State and Treasury, 
where at times, the COO role has been assigned to individuals in such positions as under 
secretary, chief of staff, or in one case, assistant secretary. 
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Real management of large agencies is neither for the faint of heart nor glamour 
seekers. The new provision imposes an incentive and a discipline to seek people with the 
right qualifications for the job. Going forward. Presidential Personnel should be explicit 
about the COO job expectations when they recruit deputy secretaries. Whenever 
possible, in addition to substantive expertise, they should seek deputies that are genuinely 
interested in management and possess experience managing very large organizations. 

The ideal COO will be a deputy secretary who has relevant management 
experience, policy expertise, and a close working relationship with the secretary. A COO 
should be able to speak for and commit an entire department. However, to the extent a 
department does not designate the deputy as COOs, it may be better to have someone 
who comes closest to fulfilling the role of COO in the department - such as a 
comptroller, chief of staff, or assistant secretary for management - rather than having a 
disinterested deputy. 

Performance Improvement Officers 

A second provision that has not received much notice is one that codifies the 
existing designation of agency-level Performance Improvement Officers (PlOs) and 
statutorily authorizes the Performance Improvement Council. In 2007, President Bush 
issued an executive order requiring major agencies to designate a “performance 
improvement officer” to help institutionalize and drive performance-based government, 
as well as ensure continuity for these efforts during the presidential transaction to the next 
administration. 

The PIOs were members of the Senior Executive Service, usually working in top 
positions in budget or planning, and were expected to oversee agencies’ strategic plans, 
annual performance plans and annual performance reports. They also were directed to 
review the goals of agency programs to determine if they were “sufficiently aggressive 
toward full achievement of the purposes of the program” and “realistic in light of 
authority and resources assigned to the specified agency personnel.” The PIOs meet 
regularly under the auspices of the Office of Management and Budget as the Performance 
Improvement Council. 

The new law codifies these positions and defines some duties for the Council 
which is modeled on other successful management councils for the federal government’s 
chief financial officers, chief information officers and chief acquisition officers. With 
this structure, PIOs have a platform to share best performance management practices 
across government and the law now also allows the Council to develop an interagency 
staff. In addition, the Council will now assist the Director of 0MB in carrying out his 
government-wide planning and reporting requirements. 

Goal leaders 

If organizations treat goals merely as words on paper, used in strategic and annual 
plans but never mentioned by managers, few in the organization will pay attention to 
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them. For this reason, the Act also requires that agency priority goals have a clearly 
identified agency official known as a “goal leader,” responsible for reaching the given 
goal. It will be the goal leader’s responsibility to help, motivate, cajole, and if necessary, 
pressure agency managers to achieve those results. 

Taken together, the three sets of provisions codifying the positions of chief 
operating officers, performance improvement officers and goal leaders heighten the 
profile of management improvement and provide a leadership structure aimed at 
strengthening management improvement efforts at both the agency and government-wide 
levels. 

Building performance management capacity 

Simply having the institutional structure and leadership is not sufficient. In the 
face of mounting complexity, fact-based decisions are more important than ever for 
COOs, PIOs and goal leaders to drive results. Today’s “information explosion” can 
paralyze government agencies as they seek to make smarter decisions, deliver results and 
demonstrate accountability. A tremendous opportunity exists to use the growing 
mountain of performance information to make better, fact-based decisions. Yet, most 
agencies spend more time collecting and organizing data than analyzing it. To quote a 
PIO in a recent Partnership for Public Service study: “fVe are good at collecting data, but 
not so good at analyzing it.” 

Analytics is the use of data and related business insights developed through 
applied analytic disciplines (e.g., statistical, contextual, quantitative, predictive, cognitive 
and other models) to drive fact-based planning, decisions, execution, management, 
measurement and learning. 

With today’s focus on transparency and accountability, “all eyes” are on how 
decisions are made, money is spent and performance and progress are measured. 
Analytics competency is a game-changing managerial innovation. It consists of tools and 
technologies to make data consumable, insightful and predictive. Analytics enables 
smarter decisions and consequential actions that improve results. With help from 0MB 
and the Congress, agencies need to build their performance management capacity, 
including embracing analytics as a core management competency. 

Going forward 

As you know, mismanagement is often the only type of management that gets 
attention on its own. Good government efforts usually remain hidden in relative 
obscurity. Progress has been made in many agencies in establishing measurable 
performance goals, focusing on management improvements needed, and putting in place 
the infrastructure to support required performance reporting. However, more needs to be 
done to put the information to use - to inform management and decision-making. To 
realize this goal, it will be necessary for decision makers to undertake the hard, costly, 
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time consuming and sometimes politically risky steps to produce and actually use 
performance data. 

GPRA was the first major statutory effort to attempt to link resources to results 
since the Budget and Accounting Act of 1921 . Herbert Lord who as the second Director 
of the (then) Bureau of the Budget said on the occasion of the implementation of the 1921 
Act: “Habits, customs, regulations, laws that the passage of more than a hundred years 
has built into the very machinery of government cannot be eradicated over night ... it 
must be a continuing process that will require years of patient, persistent and courageous- 
endeavor. ” The same patience and persistence is called for now if the GPRA 
Modernization Act is to have maximum effect. 

Although much more remains to be done, the GPRA Modernization Act provides 
agencies the tools and an institutional means for exerting leadership on management 
matters. In the end, no planning or reporting system, no injunction to manage well and 
no external criticism, regardless of the source, can alone lead to improved performance if 
decision makers and the public that influences them do not demand it. Consistent 
attention will be required to build on this foundation to make it useful and used. But it 
will not happen without persistent attention from the White House and Congress. The 
Administration cannot improve the federal government’s performance and accountability 
on its own. It is a shared responsibility that must involve the Congress. 

I would again like to thank you for the opportunity to speak before you today and 
would be pleased to respond to your questions. 
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Statement of Senator Mark R, Warner 
Chairman, Task Force on Government Performance 
Senate Budget Committee 
May 10,2011 

HSGAC JOINT HEARING: Subcommittee on Oversight of Government Management, the 
Federal Workforce, and the District of Columbia 

Having worked with several Homeland Security and Government Affairs Committee Members, 
including Senators Carper, Akaka, Lieberman and Collins to pass the Government Performance 
and Results Modernization Act, Tm pleased to offer a few comments today about the 
implementation. 

As Chair of the Budget Committee Task Force on Government Performance, I’ve spent time 
evaluating the stock of performance metrics and results from across the government and this Act 
provides some much needed improvements. 

I’ve been particularly interested in the government-wide reporting structures and how this 
legislation can support the re-organization of the federal government to reduce duplication and 
overlap, I held a hearing in March of this year that explored this topic and I will continue to track 
how the administration will ensure that the new data and reporting that is required in the 
Modernization Act is used - unlike many of the previous reports. 

I hope the Members of this Committee will also increase the oversight of the performance 
reporting associated with the Act and that we can work together to make sure other Committees 
are aware of the new data from the Act so they can use it too. Since we aligned the reporting and 
data development to the budget process, I hope we in Congress will have better information in- 
hand to inform our work. And I urge Members and staff to use this new information as it 
becomes available. 

In addition, I urge 0MB and the executive agencies to use the Modernization Act as an 
opportunity to raise the significance of performance data use in the agencies. I hope we see more 
performance-stat models across the agencies - like those at HUD and at Treasury - to show how 
results can improve when you have better information to make informed decisions. We need 
data-driven decision-makers in the agencies, at OMB and in Congress. Armed with better 
information, we can increase productivity and get better results for the tax payers. 

We also need to ensure we hold senior officials in the agencies accountable and the newly 
created Chief Operating Officer and Chief Performance Officer positions will help us do that. 
Getting the right high-quality leaders in place in these roles quickly will be key to the effective 
implementation of our legislation. 

I look forward to working with the Members of this Committee and the Administration in the 
coming months to ensure that this legislation is implemented effectively and am grateful for the 
opportunity to share my views today. 
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Statement of Representative Henry Cuellar 

To the Oversight of Government Management, the Federal Workforce and the 
District of Columbia Subcommittee and Federal Financial Management, 
Government Information, Federal Services, and International Security 
Subcommittee of Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee 
on Implementing the GPRA Modernization Act 
May 10, 2011 

Thank you. Chairman Akaka, Ranking Member Johnson, Chairman Carper, Ranking Member 
Brown and members of the Committee for inviting me to testify today about the implementation 
phase for H.R. 2142, the Government Performance and Results Modernization Act, now Public 
Law 111-352. I introduced this legislation to improve the accountability of the federal 
government. This law will allow Congress to strengthen its oversight of the executive branch 
and to identify wasteful spending and ineffective management. 

This is a bipartisan, good government law. I have always been an advocate for performance- 
based budgeting. My doctoral dissertation from the University of Texas at Austin was a 
comparative analysis of legislative budget oversight. It examined a results orientated budget tool 
that sets goals and performance targets for agencies, measured results across the American states, 
and explained the variations of the state policy on performance-based budgeting. In my time 
during the Texas State Legislature, I led state efforts to become a leader in providing efficient, 
effective, and accountable government for Texas and I am pleased the federal government 
follows. 

Nearly two years ago in April 2009, I introduced in the House of Representatives H.R. 2142, 
cited then as the “Government Efficiency, Effectiveness, and Performance Improvement Act of 
2010”. In June 2010, it was reported and amended by the House Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform and days later the House passed the bill by voice vote, now known as the 
GPRA Modernization Act. The Senate amended the bill and passed it by unanimous consent on 
December 16, 2010. On December 21, the House agreed to and passed the Senate amendment. It 
was signed into law on January 4, 201 1 . 
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Today, as we consider this law, it is important to note the evolution and intent of my legislation. 
1 will also touch base on the implementation phase, including barriers to overcome and the 
cultural changes within agencies that will produce result-orientated government performance. 

H.R. 2142 modernizes the Government Performance and Results Act of 1993. It requires 
agencies to identify ambitious goals and to perform frequent performance evaluations. The bill 
improves the transparency of the performance management process by requiring the results of 
performance assessments to be made publicly available. It provides greater accountability by 
requiring agencies to consider input from Congress and the public and by requiring the 
Government Accountability Office to perform frequent and detailed evaluations of agency 
implementation. 

Some changes were made to the bill during consideration by the Senate. Under the Senate 
amendment, 0MB is required to develop a federal government performance plan that addresses 
crosscutting program efforts. 0MB is also required to work with agencies to develop federal 
government priority goals. The Senate amendment elevates the importance of agency Chief 
Operating Officers by providing that the COO be the deputy head of an agency or an equivalent 
position. Another addition is a provision that requires agencies to identify outdated and 
duplicative agency reporting requirements by 10% in the first year. In addition, an enforcement 
mechanism was added to the bill that provides for increasingly stringent requirements for 
agencies that do not meet performance goals. I believe these changes strengthened the bill, now 
law. 

As we move into implementation, we need to draw on the experience gained over the past 17 
years - applying lessons learned from the 1993 law and taking advantage of the latest technology 
to streamline efficiency. The transition from the burdensome, paper-mill law will now undergo 
reform. Agencies will have high priority, cross-cutting, ambitious goals and quarterly reporting. 
Congress will have the tools necessary to examine the data and make informed budgetary 
decisions. And with every transition, barriers and obstacles follow. 
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The key is to closely monitor, trouble-shoot, and expedite the implementation phase. As we 
move into implementation, we must not drag our feet. OMB must stay in consultation with 
agencies. Agencies must enforce goals, report results quarterly, and make good, efficient 
government a way of operations. And as a lawmaker, I hold myself just as accountable. This law 
will provide Congress and the public with information that we need to make responsible, 
informed budgetary decisions. For the first time, we will use modem technology to review and 
compare data to support what gets funded and what gets cut in spending. All of us have a hand in 
pushing the speedy implementation that is long overdue for good government standards. 

Equally important is creating a cultural change within the agencies. Within agencies, senior 
leaders such as the Chief Operating Officer will be held accountable. Part of their duty at each 
major agency is to establish a Performance Improvement Officer that reports to the COO and 
works across agencies on cross-cutting goals. Accountability has a face now for agencies, 
although responsibility must be undertaken as a whole. From staff personnel to senior leaders, 
culture in agencies must evolve and that will be a challenge. Over time, we need to get the 
agencies focused on performance and results first, including the integration of improving 
customer service standards. 

Ultimately, we are working for the taxpayer. The underline goal in this law is to create efficient, 
accountable government to ensure that our taxpayer dollars are spent wisely. I thank the 
Committee for considering this law and I look forward to continuing work on the GPRA 
Modernization Act. Expediting implementation will work to serve lawmakers, agencies, and the 
public for the betterment of government as a whole. Thank you for this time. 
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Questions for the Record 
Submitted to the Honorable Jeffrey D. Zients 
From Senator Scott P. Brown 

“Roadmap for a More Efficient and Accountable Federal Government: Implementing the 

GPRA Modernization Act” 

May 10,2011 

1 . Question: The Government Performance and Results Modernization Act (GPRAMA) 
requires 0MB, in coordination with agencies to develop-every 4 years-long term, outcome- 
oriented goals for a limited number of crosscutting policy areas. In fiscal year 2008, 47 
federal employment and training programs spent about $18 billion to provide employment 
and training programs. 

For example, in the area of employment and training program will the GPRAMA help 0MB 
streamline the federal government’s employment and training programs? If so, could you 
elaborate on how this will be done, and who will be responsible? 

0MB is moving forward aggressively to implement the GPRA Modernization Act in close 
collaboration with agencies. We have begun the process of developing the interim Federal 
Priority Goals that will be published next February along with the FY 2013 Budget to tackle 
outcome-oriented goals in crosscutting policy areas. OMB is currently in the process of 
identifying the goals, and worlforce training, among other areas identified by GAO as 
duplicative or fragmented, are under consideration as cross-cutting goal areas. At the same 
time, the Administration is working to improve coordination across workforce training 
programs as part of the Worlforce Investment Act reauthorization process. 

2. Question: The Partnership for Public Service and GAO have both cited the problem that in 
many agencies r while members of the Senior Executive Service are increasingly paying 
attention to the level of agency performance, employees below that level are generally not 
focused on organizational performance measures. What can OMB do to ensure that agencies 
create a performance culture where ALL employees are accountable and rewarded for 
contributing to the success of an agency’s goals -not just the Senior Executives? 

Critical to delivering an effective government is creating a culture of performance where 
agencies constantly strive to achieve meaningful progress and find lower-cost ways to 
achieve positive impacts. 

This Administration asked agency leaders to identify near-term High-Priority Performance 
Goals (Priority Goals) as a way to jumpstart a performance culture -transforming goal- 
setting and measurement from a compliance-oriented practice, which primarily produced 
reports for Congress that few read, to using goals and measurement to lead, improve 
implementation and foster innovation. 

In addition to working with agency leaders on the Priority Goals, the Administration is 
promoting the use of the principles of the Priority Goal framework, — treating goals, 
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measures, and data-driven discussions as tools that focus and drive continual progress — 
across all levels of the organization. 

For example, OMB, with the Performance Improvement Council, is working to strengthen 
the role of the Performance Improvement Officer (PIO) to support agency leaders, both the 
agency head and the Chief Operating Officer, to build a performance culture and 
performance management capacity across their organizations. OMB is also encouraging the 
PlOs to work with their Chief Human Capital Officers to align personnel performance 
objectives, feedback, appraisals and recognition with the range of actions people in 
organizations need to take to advance agency goals. 

Finally, the Chief Human Capital Officers Council and representatives from the Labor- 
Management Council have been working together on improving our personnel performance 
management systems in the General Schedule (GS) system. A key goal in this effort is to 
figure out the most effective way to motivate federal employees to improve agency 
performance. This may entail incentives in some cases, but evidence and experience strongly 
suggests that, more often, it will require increased attention to constructive feedback to 
employees on ways to improve performance. 

3. Question: The Rivlin and Domenici debt report, “Restoring America’s Future” of the 
Bipartisan Policy Center has endorsed the concept of a shared services program, the report 
states “There is no reason why each and every major agency needs its own financial system, 
human resources system, procurement system, contracting operation, budgeting system, etc. 
A number of states have implemented comprehensive shared services programs, under which 
one organization that performs a business process particularly well is authorized to perform 
that service on behalf of all agencies. Such a process enables states to achieve economies of 
scale, while spreading best practices across the state enterprise.” Could the government save 
money by consolidating shared services like human resources across the government? 

Shared services are a key part of the Administration 's IT Reform Agenda that was launched 
in December 2010 and data from the agency budget submissions are being used to look for 
additional areas where inter-agency services make sense. In January 201 1 as part of IT 
Reform Agenda initiatives, the CIO Council launched a government-wide Data Center 
Consolidation Task Force to help meet the overall federal target of a minimum of 800 data 
center closures by 2015. These efforts build upon previous efforts to drive agencies toward 
shared services. Today the shared services E-Gov Initiatives cover over a half dozen federal- 
wide lines of business that cover financial management, grants management, human 
resources, geospatial services, budget formulation/execution, and the federal health 
architecture. For example, payroll services were consolidated saving tens of millions of 
dollars each year in processing expenses. The federal sector also has four established 
financial management shared service providers. In addition, OMB has been working with the 
General Services Administration on developing and promoting government wide acquisition 
vehicles, focusing on areas including office supplies, software licenses, domestic delivery 
services, and cellular phone plans. 

While shared services can save money in certain areas, it is not a silver bullet and brings 
risks. For example, many shared services require expensive and long-term investments in 
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technology solutions, which must be balanced against lower cost and easier to manage short- 
term solutions. We are building on lessons learned to strike the right balance between the 
benefits of shared services with the costs and risks. 


4. Question: Could you elaborate on what the Administration is doing to ensure that a more 
effective and efficient allocation of limited government resources by investing in what works 
through the Social Innovation Frmd (SIF), an initiative enacted under the Edward M. 
Kennedy Serve America Act? 

(a) Could you describe the standardized measures and evidence that are utilized to 
determine how funds are allocated under the SIF? 

(b) Are private sector, Return on Investment (ROI) or other cost measures included in 
these standardized measures? 

(c) For example, in the $2 million BELL (Building Educated Leaders for Life) award 
what was the private sector contribution by the Edna McConnell Clark Foundation 
and the private contribution to the $600,000 for SkillWorks: Partners for a Productive 
Workforce grant. 

(d) Is there any evidence that these initiatives are saving investments by the federal 
government in other areas? 

The Social Innovation Fund, administered by the Corporation for National and Community 
Service (CNCS), is a new federal grant-making initiative intended to support innovative, 
evidence-based nonprofits working to achieve measurable outcomes in the areas of economic 
opportunity, healthy futures and youth development. The grantmaking structure of the Fund is 
built on an intermediary model, with grant making entities serving as grantees that then make 
subgrants to high-impact nonprofit community organizations. Intermediaries bring a history of 
evidence-based decisionmaking, demonstrated expertise in identifying effective community 
solutions, and a track-record of investing in the strategic growth and expansion of innovative 
models. The Fund requires that each federal dollar granted be matched 1: 1 by grantees and 
again by subgrantees with private and non-federal sources, for a total of a 3:1 match. Questions 
about specific grantees are best addressed to CNCS. 

The Fund is one of several federal innovation competitions, including the Investing in Innovation 
(i3) fund at the .Department of Education, that rely on a tiered-evidence framework to determine 
decisions for investment in programs that work. There are three tiers of evidence: The top tier 
promotes the adoption of programs and practices that "strong" evidence suggests will lead to 
significant improvement in results. The “moderate ” tier includes organizations with some but 
not as much supportive evidence, while the "preliminary" level includes programs with strong 
potential based on preliminary research findings or reasonable hypotheses. In the context of the 
Fund, applicants must commit to select subgrantees that demonstrate at lea.st "preliminary " 
evidence of effectiveness. Since the goal is to improve the levels of evidence over time, each 
grantee must then put in place plans for all subgrantees to raise their levels of proof to at least 
"moderate ” and ideally ".strong. " The purpose of this is not for the grantee or subgrantee to 
earn further investment from the Social Innovation Fund, but to establish themselves as proven 
programs worthy of broader support from other private and perhaps public funders. Grantees 
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and subgrantees must rely on independent third-party evaluation to determine evidence of 
effectiveness. 

Social Innovation Fund awards are available to grantees in the annual amount of $1-10 million 
for up to five years, and subgrantees are eligible to receive annual awards in the amount of 
$1 00, 000 and above for a period of 3 -5 years. Awards in the larger amounts are made to those 
applicants that meet the core competencies required by the notice of funding availability, which 
include program design, organizational capacity, and cost effectiveness. CNCS anticipates its 
grantees will make subgrants that reflect more substantial investment in those programs that 
show the highest levels of effectiveness. 

CNCS launched the Social Innovation Fund in FY 2010 and made grant awards to 11 grantees. 
The grantees announced the results of subgrant competitions in spring 2011; to date, over $49 
million has been issued in subgrantee awards to 138 subgrantees. While it is still too early to 
assess the impact of the program, CNCS plans to carefully monitor progress and impact over the 
course of the five-year grant period. What is clear at this time is that the Fund is beginning to 
influence behavior in the private and nonprofit sectors with its focus on results and promotion of 
public-private partnerships. Grantmakers are collaborating to provide the required funds to 
match the $50 million federal investment and are lowering barriers to non-federal resources 
through transformation of their own awards processes - resulting in more open and transparent 
grantmaking, which, in turn, is connecting effective community solutions to financial capital that 
will support their growth and scale. 

5. Can you elaborate on what other Federal programs for economic developments are 
leveraging this matching requirement to gain private sector investment - is this a good 
model? 

Other federal programs that are leveraging this public-private partnership model include: 
Innovation and Impact Funds 

• Inve. sting in Innovation Fund (13)- Department of Education 

• Green Jobs Innovation Fund - Department of Labor 

• Alumni Engagement Innovation Fund - Department of State 

• Impact Investing Fund — Small Business Administration part of the SBIC program 

Prizes and Challenges 

• Race to the Top Fund - Department of Education 

• i6 Challenge - Department of Commerce 

• Apps for Healthy Kids - Launched by the First Lady 

• Apps 4 Africa - Launched by State Department 

• G20 SME Finance Challenge - Launched by Department of Treasury 

This model is responsive to a fiscal environment of reduced public and private resources. It 
is a new way of doing business for the federal government that directs limited resources to 
those programs that are proven and/or showing a demonstrated impact as determined 
through independent third-party evaluation. It also leverages the federal investment, drawing 
existing and new non-federal sources of funding to support and scale effective models. 
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Overall, this approach drives competition, rewards results, and stimulates a market for 
programs and services that focus on outcomes over outputs and can yield a social return-on- 
investment. 
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Post-Hearing Questions for the Record 
Submitted to the Honorable Jeffrey D. Zients 
From Senator Daniel K. Akaka 

Roadmap for a More Efficient and Accountable Federal Government: 
Implementing the GPRA Modernization Act 
May 10,2011 

1. The GPRA Modernization Act of 2010 recognizes the critical importance of 
Congressional consultation in strengthening and sustaining performance management. 
However, as Comptroller General Dodaro noted during the hearing, the Act’s 
consultation provisions are only minimum requirements, and Congress and the Executive 
Branch should take the opportunity to proactively engaging on performance issues 
through frequent, ongoing communication, and formal oversight hearings. 

In an April 14, 201 1 memorandum (M-1 1-17), you requested agencies begin selecting 
fiscal year 2012-2013 Priority Goals and submit “final proposed Priority Goals” to the 
Office of Management and Budget (0MB) concurrent with the submission of the fiscal 
year 2013 budget request. This guidance does not appear to address the Act’s 
requirement for agencies to consult Congress when developing priority goals. 

What steps will 0MB take to ensure the Congressional consultation process occurs 
during the development of a strategic plan, prior to substantial drafting and vetting? Will 
0MB issue formal guidance in Circular A-1 1 addressing the consultation process? 

0MB began working with agencies to determine the best way to engage Congress. We 
have begun to identify agencies with strong consultation processes and are sharing those 
practices to other agencies. For example, results from an initial cross-agency working 
group on congressional consultation identified that early consultation in the Priority 
Goal and strategic planning processes reap more value than delaying the dialogue. 

We have also worked with the National Academy of Public Administration, GAO, 
agencies and congressional stakeholders to discuss preferred practices and anticipate 
that these efforts will support agencies in improving their partnership with Congress. 

Finally, OMB is developing specific guidance, including in Circular A-1 1, which 
addresses GPRA Modernization Act requirements for congressional consultation. 
Agencies have seen and commented on draft versions of the guidance, so understand the 
direction in which it is going, and we expect the final guidance to be issued this summer. 

2. The most significant challenges facing our Nation cannot be effectively addressed by 
individual programs and organizations working alone. Under the Government 
Performance and Results Act of 1993 (GPRA), agencies often neglected the need to work 
together to achieve shared goals. How will OMB work with agencies to make sure they 
utilize the new fi'amework to enhance efforts to coordinate and collaborate? What 
specific actions will OMB take to ensure Federal and agency Priority Goals address 
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issues of great significance to the Congress, the Administration, and most importantly, 
the American people? 

0MB has taken many steps to ensure that agencies collaborate to improve government 
performance. Many of the goals that agencies chose as their FY 2010-2011 Priority 
Goals required unprecedented cross-office and cross-agency collaboration. The 
Department of Housing and Urban Development and the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
for example, have been working together on a goal to reduce homelessness among 
veterans from approximately 194, 000 homeless veterans to 59, 000 by June of 2012. 

As part of the process of setting the next round of Agency Priority Goals, OMB asks 
agencies to reach out to other agencies with whom they need to cooperate to make 
significant progress on a goal. 

OMB is also working closely with the policy councils and agencies to identify cross- 
agency Priority Goals. OMB will conduct quarterly reviews of these goals to ensure 
sufficient collaboration and progress is occurring. 

3, OMB required agencies to develop outcome-oriented goals under the High Priority 
Performance Goal (HPPG) initiative contained in the fiscal year 201 1 budget submission. 
In October 2010, OMB announced the initial HPPG quarterly reviews had been 
conducted, and the information used to analyze agency progress would be incorporated 
into the pilot- version ofPerformance.gov. What has OMB learned from the early 
experience with HPPG, and how will these lessons inform implementation of the new 
law? 

We have learned a lot over the past two years about what works in setting Priority Goals, 
measuring progress, and conducting data-driven reviews. Agency heads have charged 
their leadership teams with transforming the way their agencies use goals, measurement, 
analysis, and progress reviews to drive performance improvements. Some of the biggest 
improvements have come from organizations working across silos - even within the same 
department or agency. 

By mandating regular data-driven reviews in law, we expect the GPRA Modernization 
Act to solidify, spread, and enhance the quality of this best management practice. To 
develop a more complete set of lessons learned, this spring the Performance 
Improvement Council established a cross-agency working group on data-driven reviews 
that meets every two weeks. The working group supports agencies in establishing 
effective practices for monitoring progress on Priority Goals. This working group is 
helping OMB and agencies to apply lessons learned from early experience. The 
Performance Improvement Council (PIC) is also developing an internal best practices 
site to allow agencies to identify useful tools, templates, and examples of successful 
strategies they have used in their agencies or borrowed from elsewhere. 

4. Federal managers are often wary of setting truly ambitious performance goals out of 
concern that their agencies will become targets for cuts if they fall short. The new 
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framework will be more effective if agencies view it as an opportunity to drive 
innovation rather than a tool to punish shortcomings. How can Congress and the 
Administration obtain the needed buy-in for the new performance management 
framework? 

We need agencies to pursue problems and opportunities that can have the biggest impact 
on the American people. A critical challenge in achieving this is ensuring that federal 
agencies do not avoid setting ambitious goals that government can influence but cannot 
fully control because they fear being punished if they fail to meet every goal. 

We are approaching goal setting in a way that encourages agencies to innovate. To do 
this, we are placing a primary emphasis on helping agencies improve performance, not 
embarrassing those that miss targets - provided they pursued aggressive, smart efforts to 
achieve them. 0MB is helping agencies work together through peer reviews and 
providing tools, tips and other specific assistance. 

5. The fiscal year 2012 budget submission noted the Administration is working to lay the 
foundation to perform a comprehensive analysis of tax expenditures alongside 
evaluations of the effectiveness of direct spending initiatives. The Administration stated 
that its focus is on addressing challenges with data availability and assessing effects 
where the Federal Government offers multiple tax expenditures and direct spending 
programs aimed at the same outcome. What arc the current plans for developing a 
framework for evaluating tax expenditure effectiveness? 

The President firmly agrees with the need to address the more than SI trillion in annual 
tax expenditures. As he said in the State of the Union, “the only way to tackle our deficit 
is to cut excessive spending wherever we find it — in domestic spending, defense spending, 
health care spending, and spending through tea breaks and loopholes. " 

The President ’s 2012 Budget affirms this commitment by taking significant steps towards 
tackling spending in the tax code. Specifically, the 2012 Budget proposes an across-the- 
board 30 percent reduction in itemized deductions for high-income taxpayers. This would 
bring these rates back to where they were during the last year of the Reagan presidency, 
and if enacted, would be the largest single reduction in revenue-spending since the 1986 
tax reform. In addition, the 2012 Budget proposes hundreds of billions in savings by 
eliminating other spending through the tax code, including tax breaks for oil and gas 
companies, loopholes for hedge fund managers, and a range of other provisions. 

In addition, the President is calling on Congress to work with the Administration to 
reform the corporate tax system. The United States has the highest corporate tax rate in 
the world. Part of the reason for this is the proliferation of tax breaks and loopholes 
written to benefit a particular company or industry. Working with Congress, we can 
simplify the system, eliminate these special interest loopholes, level the playing field, and 
use the savings to lower the corporate tax rate for the first time in 25 years — and do so 
without adding a dime to our deficit. 
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Cutting spending in the tax code — both from corporate and individual taxes — requires a 
careful analysis of the performance measurement, evaluations, and economic effects of 
tax expenditures. The analysis of tax expenditures as part of the annual budget process 
provides a solid foundation for these decisions and we are exploring if there are ways to 
improve that analysis. 

6. According to the author of the inherently governmental provisions in GPRA, Senator 
David Pryor, these provisions were intended “...to keep contractor involvement to an 
absolute minimum and to develop the in-house expertise necessary to develop and 
operate the performance measurement system in each agency.” Some agencies rely 
significantly on private management consultants, with little participation from senior 
agency leadership, for these functions. How will OMB work with agency leadership and 
Congress to ensure contractor involvement is kept to a minimum, as intended? 

The Administration welcomes the elevation of the role of the Performance Improvement 
Officer and the increased engagement by leadership as required by the GPRA 
Modernization Act. While contractors are permitted to provide support to these and other 
officials in executing their functions, we believe the Administration 's established 
performance framework and defined roles and responsibilities for senior leaders 
reinforces OMB ’s policy that contractor involvement be used appropriately as a support 
for work done by agencies. 

7. The Act requires the Director of the Office of Personnel Management (0PM), in 
consultation with the Performance Improvement Council (PIC) to identify key 
performance management skills and competencies. It is vital for agencies to be able to 
train personnel to effectively implement performance management initiatives, since as 
you noted at the hearing, “performance ultimately needs to be driven by people.” What 
actions will OMB take to ensure agencies devote sufficient resources to this training? 

A high-performing government depends on an engaged, well-prepared and well-trained 
worffbrce with the right set of skills appropriate to the situation. We continue to work 
closely with 0PM, the management councils, and agencies to establish expectations for 
performance management practices and to support training to build the capacity of 
federal government personnel to develop goals, evaluate programs, and analyze and use 
performance information. OMB is also working with OPM to find more ways to reinforce 
the value of learning performance management skills and incorporate these key skills 
into relevant position classifications and trainings. 

For example, the Performance Improvement Council recently partnered with the 
Department of Defense to offer the first-ever combined Defense/civilian agency 
Performance Symposium, providing information to agency practitioners on important 
performance improvement topics such as: structuring performance data to effectively 
drive management decisions; developing predictive analytics models; innovative process 
improvement using efficiency modeling; and integrating performance, strategy, and 
budget. Over 600 defense and civilian agency personnel attended the three-day 
conference to share best practices. 
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8, Last month the Partnership for Public Service and Grant Thornton released a study on 
Performance Improvement Officers (PIO). Prior to that publication, virtually no 
information about PIO activities or the activities of the Performance Improvement 
Council (PIC) had been released. What will the Administration do to make these officials 
and their activities more visible and transparent? 

As noted earlier, OMB, working with the PIC and agency leaders, is committed to 
helping PIOs support agency leaders and Chief Operating Officers to build a 
performance culture and performance management capacity across their organizations. 
The GPRA Modernization Act codified the roles of the PIO. OMB welcomes this 
elevation and is working with the newly named PIOs to identify their needs to help them 
drive performance improvement across the federal government. OMB will maintain an 
up-to-date list of PIOs online. 


9. The new law requires agencies and OMB to enhance planning and reporting efforts. To 
achieve this goal, agencies must improve the use of program evaluation and performance 
information. Do you believe agencies have the necessary evaluation and analysis 
capacity to accomplish this? 

The Administration is committed to building agency analytic and evaluation capacity so 
that agencies can take action based on solid evidence. As described earlier, the 
Administration has introduced a tiered-evidence approach in some programs, and is 
partnering with the private sector to strengthen the availability and use of evidence- 
based practices. The Administration also proposed evaluation funding for 2012 to 
support well-designed and actionable evaluations that address important issues or 
strengthen agency evaluation capacity. 

OMB and the PIC are also assisting agencies in their efforts to build their analytic and 
evaluation capacity, including the recently convened Performance Symposium that 
shared effective methods for analyzing performance data, supporting agencies in 
standing up a central evaluation office, empowering existing evaluation offices, 
institutionalizing policies that lead to .strong evaluations, or hiring evaluation experts 
into key administrative positions. 

10. According to the Congressional Research Service, approximately 4,000 reports arrive 
annually on Capitol Hill, prompting concerns that overly burdensome reporting 
requirements are leading to the creation of unnecessary, duplicative reports at the expense 
of valuable resources that could have supported agency operations. Since agency reports 
enable critical oversight, the large number of reports is not necessarily harmful. 

However, adopting a more strategic approach to reporting requirements could better 
target resources while supporting Congressional oversight. Do you believe the GPRA 
Modernization Act provides a consistent and comprehensive framework to guide efforts 
to streamline agency reporting requirements? 

The GPRA Modernization Act requires agencies to identify agency reporting 
requirements they believe they can streamline. We believe the process we are 
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implementing will identify opportunities for Congress to streamline agency reporting and 
increase the time available for analysis and other performance improvement actions, and 
look forward to working with Congress to determine if the new requirement in the GPRA 
Modernization Act provides the framework needed to streamline agency reporting efforts. 
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Post-Hearing Questions for the Record 
Submitted to the Honorable Gene L. Dodaro 
From Senator Daniel K. Akaka 

Roadmap for a More Efficient and Accountable Federal Government: 

Implementing the GPRA Modernization Act 
May 10, 2011 

1 . The GPRA Modernization Act of 201 0 recognizes the critical importance of 

Congressional consultation in strengthening and sustaining performance management. 
However, as you noted during the hearing, the Act’s consultation provisions are only 
minimum requirements, and Congress should take the opportunity to proactively engage 
the Executive Branch on performance issues through frequent, ongoing communication, 
and formal oversight hearings. 

a. What steps would you recommend the Congress take to ensure the 

Congressional consultation process occurs during the development of a strategic 
plan, prior to substantial drafting and vetting? 

The consultation provisions in the GPRA Modernization Act of 201 0 (GPRAMA) 
and the related Committee report language make this intention clear. The Act 
specifies that the agencies are to consult with Congress “[w]hen developing or 
making adjustments to a strategic plan.”‘ The Committee report emphasizes this 
intention by stating that “Congressional consultations are to take place during the 
development of the plan — not after.” The Committee report also adds that “[i]n 
waiting to consult with relevant congressional stakeholders until a strategic plan has 
been substantially drafted and vetted within the executive branch, agencies forego 
important opportunities to learn early on about specific concerns that will be critical 
to successful implementation.”^ 

To further emphasize its intent for consultations, Congress could consider taking 
actions similar to those taken during the implementation of the original GPRA 
provisions in the 1990s. For example, at that time Congress signaled its strong 
commitment to GPRA and the consultation process through a February 25, 1997, 
letter to the Director of the Office of Management and Budget (0MB) from the 
Speaker of the House, the House Majority Leader, the Senate Majority Leader, and 
key committee chairmen from both the House and the Senate. The letter described 
expectations for the contents of draft strategic plans and said that agencies should 
provide relevant materials in advance of consultations. The letter also provided a list 
of the types of topics that the congressional majority expected to be discussed during 
consultations. This action underscored the importance that the congressional majority 
placed on the implementation of GPRA, noted a willingness on the part of Congress 
to work cooperatively with the administration, and established expectations for 


‘ 5 U.S.C. § 306(d). 

^ Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, GPRA Modernization Act of 2010 (to Accompany 
H.R. 2142), S, Rept. 111-372 (Washington, D.C.: Dec. 16,2010), p. 5. 
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consultations. A similar letter today — from congressional leadership, a committee 
chair and/or a ranking member to relevant agencies — ^would send a strong signal to 
the current administration that Congress is willing and interested in working together 
to ensure that agency missions are focused, goals are specific and results-oriented, 
and strategies and funding expectations are appropriate and reasonable. 

Successful consultations can promote a basic understanding among the stakeholders 
of competing demands, the limited resources available to them, and how those 
demands and resources require careful and continuous balancing. To help ensure 
consultations are successful, GAO’s past work on GPRA implementation highlights 
some useful approaches for agencies’ consultations with Congress.^ These approaches 
include: 

• Engaging the Right People - Our past work has highlighted that a range of key 
officials from both Congress and the executive branch should participate in 
consultations. For example: 

o Both committee staff and agency officials we spoke with stressed the 
importance of having agency officials who can answer specific program- 
related questions attend the consultations, as well as officials with authority to 
revise the agency’s strategic plans. Otherwise, as both committee staff and 
agency officials said, consultations run the risk of becoming purely a staff- 
driven exercise that lacks a real link to agency management decisions. 

o Congressional staff and agency officials generally agreed that consultations 
should be bipartisan and bicameral to ensure buy-in from all cognizant parties. 
In addition, both committee sttiff and agency officials agreed that, to the 
extent feasible, consultations should be held jointly with appropriate 
authorizing, budget, and appropriating committees. Committee staff 
recognized that due to at times overlapping jurisdictions of congressional 
committees, obtaining the involvement of all interested congressional 
committees in a coordinated approach to consultations can be challenging. 

o As the consultations proceed, according to committee staff we spoke with as 
part of earlier work, the involvement of Members of Congress and senior 
management within agencies is important because Members and senior 
managers are ultimately responsible for making decisions about agency 
strategic directions and the level of program funding. Staff said the 
involvement of senior management demonstrates their personal commitment 
and, in cases where that commitment may not be present, is helpful to 
building that commitment. Member involvement could be obtained in a 
number of ways in addition to active participation in consultation sessions. 

For example. Members could send letters to agencies posing questions on 
strategic plans and formally documenting their views on key issues. Hearings 


^ GAO, Managing for Results: Enhancing the Usefulness of GPRA Consultations Between the Executive Branch and 
Congress, GAO/T-GGD-97-56 (Washington, D.C.: Mar. 10, 1997). 
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are also important because not only do they result in Member involvement, 
but they also require the participation of senior agency management. 

• Addressing Differing Views of What Is to Be Discussed - Our past work found that 
committee staff and agency officials often presented differing views on what they 
believed the level of detail discussed during consultations should be. Congressional 
staff, on the whole, wanted a deeper examination of the details of agency strategic 
plans. Specifically, some staff wanted to know how programs support an agency’s 
achievement of its strategic goals and how the achievement of the agency’s goals 
would be determined. Some agency officials, however, said that it was their general 
impression that the consultations were to concern only their strategic plans, not issues 
related to specific programs. As a result, these agency officials said they wanted the 
discussions kept at a higher level — ^for example, on agency mission and strategic 
goals. These officials said that they did not believe that the consultation was a forum 
for discussing program performance goals, measures, and costs. Other agency 
officials, however, observed that agencies should be prepared to provide information 
on programmatic issues as well as missions and goals, 

• Establishing a Consultation Process That Is Iterative - At the time of our review, 
all of the committee staff and agency officials we spoke with acknowledged that they 
had just begun an iterative process that would take time to complete. All agreed that 
they should meet as many times as both sides felt was necessary. This point was 
echoed in the congressional letter to the Director of OMB, which emphasized that 
agency officials and committee staff may need to continually work on updated 
versions of the strategic plans. Consultation participants should recognize that to be 
useful, the strategic plan must be viewed as a dynamic document, subject to change 
and open to input by all participants. 

b. What information must strategic plans’ descriptions of how agency goals and 
objectives incorporate Congressional views contain to verify effective 
consultations occurred? 

GPRAMA requires agencies to describe in their strategic plans “how the goals and 
objectives incorporate the views and suggestions obtained through congressional 
consultations.”’* To help ensure that effective consultations occurred, agencies could 
provide information in their plans about the consultations, in line vrith the useful 
practices outlined in the previous response. For example, these descriptions could 
identify the agency offices and congressional committees involved in the 
consultations along with a summary of key comments that were offered, and how, if 
at all, the agency’s goals were influenced by the discussion. In addition the agency 
could describe views that were not addressed by the plan and why. Finally, the 
agency could describe in its plan when the consultations occurred and any agreements 
about how it will subsequently work with Congress to address performance and 
management issues of interest and/or concern. 


" 5 U.S.C. § 306(a)(5). 
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c. Would you advise the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) include formal 
consultation guidance in Circular A-11? 

Yes, OMB has previously included guidance for agencies on satisfying the statutory 
requirements of GPRA in its Circular A-11. This has included guidance on 
conducting consultations and outreach. For example, the 2010 Circular A-1 1 included 
the following guidance related to consultations: 

“When preparing a strategic plan, agencies must consult with the Congress and 
OMB and solicit and consider the views of interested and potentially affected 
parties. Consultation could include hosting public meetings on the draft plan and 
posting the draft plan on the internet and inviting comment.”* 

Given that the statutory requirements for agency consultations with Congress were 
recently significantly enhanced by GPRAMA, it would be useful for OMB to provide 
additional guidance for agencies to meet these and other new and expanded 
requirements. This would provide an opportunity for OMB to address one of our past 
recommendations — ^to provide clearer and more consistent guidance to executive 
branch agencies to improve the quality of their strategic plans, annual performance 
plans and performance reports and to help them meet the requirements of GPRA.* 


2. The most significant challenges facing our Nation cannot be effectively addressed by 
individual programs and organizations working alone. Under the Government 
Performance and Results Act of 1993 (GPRA) agencies often neglected to address the 
need to work together to achieve shared goals. How will the U.S. Government 
Accountability Office (GAO) work with agencies to make sure they utilize the new 
framework to enhance efforts to coordinate and collaborate? 

Implementing provisions of GPRAMA — such as its emphasis on establishing outcome- 
oriented goals — could play an important role in clarifying desired outcomes, addressing 
program performance spanning multiple organizations, and facilitating future actions to 
reduce unnecessary duplication, overlap, and fragmentation. GAO, through its ongoing 
and future work, can help ensure that agencies are enhancing their efforts to coordinate 
and collaborate. For example, GPRAMA includes provisions requiring GAO to review 
implementation of the act at several critical junctures, and provide recommendations for 
improvements to implementation of the Act.’ Given the crosscutting nature of the new 


’ OMB, Circular A-1 1 : Preparation, Submission, and Execution of the Budget (Washington, D.C.: Jul. 21, 2010), p. 
210-5. 

* GAO, Results-Oriented Government: GPRA Has Established a Solid Foundation for Achieving Greater Results, 
GAO-04-38 (Washington, D.C.: Mar. 10, 2004). 

’ Following a period of initial implementation, by June 2013, GAO is to report on implementation of the act’s 
planning and reporting requirements — at both the govemmentwide and agency levels. Subsequently, following full 
implementation, by September 2015 and 2017, GAO is to evaluate whether performance management is being used 
by federal agencies to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of agency programs. Also in September 2015 and 
20 1 7 — and every 4 years thereafter — GAO is to evaluate the implementation of the federal government priority 
goals and performance plans, and related reporting required by the act. 
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framework, our reviews would need to address the quality of agency plans for 
interagency coordination and collaboration. In addition, GAO has an ongoing statutory 
requirement to report each year on federal programs, agencies, offices, and initiatives, 
either within departments or govemmentwide, which have duplicative goals or activities.* 
Our first annual report under this requirement identified over 80 areas of potential 
duplication, overlap, or fragmentation as well as cost savings and revenue-enhancing 
opportunities,’ 


3. The new law requires agencies and 0MB to enhance planning and reporting efforts. To 
achieve this goal, agencies must improve the use of program evaluation and performance 
information. Do you believe agencies have the necessary evaluation and analysis 
capacity to accomplish this? 

GAO’s past work suggests that this evaluation and analytical capacity — the ability to 
systematically collect, analyze, and use data on program results — varies across the 
government, and we have highlighted the need to build such capacity. For example, in 
our 2007 survey of over 4000 government managers, only about half of our survey 
respondents reported receiving any training that would assist in strategic planning and 
performance assessment.” We have previously found a positive relationship between 
agencies providing training on performance management activities and the subsequent 
use of performance information." However, our past work has identified several agencies 
with demonstrated evaluation capacity, including the Department of Education, the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development, the Administration for Children and 
Families, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration, and the National Science Foundation." 

Several efforts in the Executive Branch could help agencies build their evaluation and 
analytical capacity. For example, OMB and the Performance Improvement Council 
intend to help agencies strengthen their employees’ skills in analyzing and using 
performance information to achieve greater results during the coming year, according to 
the President’s Fiscal Year 2012 Budget," In addition, within 1 year of enactment, 
GPRAMA requires the Office of Personnel Management (0PM), in consultation with the 
Performance Improvement Cotmcil, to identify the key skills and competencies needed 
by federal employees to carry out a variety of performance management activities 


* Pub. L. No. 1 1 1-139, § 21, 124 Stat. S, 29 (2010), 31 U.S.C. § 712 note. 

^ GAO, Opportuniiies to Reduce Potential Duplication in Government Programs, Save Tax Dollars, and Enhance 
Revenue, GAO-ll-3i8SP (Washington, D.C.: Mar. 1, 201 1). An interactive, Web-based version of the report is 
available at: http://www.gao.gov/ereport''gao-l I-3I8SP . 

GAO, Government Performance: Lessons Learned for the Next Administration on Using Performance 
Information to Improve Results, GAO-08-1026T (Washington, D.C.: Jul. 24, 2008). 

" GAO-04-3S. 

For example, see GAO, Program Evaluation: Experienced Agencies Follow a Similar Model for Prioritizing 
Research, GAO-1 1-176 (Washington, D.C.: Jan. 14, 2011) md Pro^am Evaluation: An Evaluation Culture and 
Collaborative Partnerships Help Build Agency Capacity, GAO-03-454 (Washington, D.C.: May 2, 2003). 

” OMB, Analytical Perspectives, Budget of the United States Government, Fiscal Year 2012 (Washington, D.C.; 
Feb. 14. 2011), p. 79. 
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including developing goals, evaluating programs, and analyzing and using performance 
information. Once those key skills and competencies are identified, 0PM is then required 
to incorporate those skills and competencies into relevant position classifications and 
agency training no later than 2 years after enactment. 


4. Federal managers are often wary of setting truly ambitious performance goals out of 
concern that their agencies will become targets for cuts if they fall short. The new 
framework will be more effective if agencies view it as an opportunity to drive 
innovation rather than a tool to punish shortcomings. How can Congress and the 
Administration obtain the needed buy-in for the new performance management 
framework? 

In our view, the single most important way Congress can play a decisive role in fostering 
results-oriented cultures in the federal government is by using information on agency 
goals and results as it carries out the full range of its legislative and oversight 
responsibilities. Congressional use of agency goals and measured results in its decision 
making will send an unmistakable message to agencies that Congress considers agency 
performance a priority. 

For the Administration, perhaps the single most important element of successful 
performance improvement initiatives is the demonstrated commitment of top leaders. 
This commitment is most prominently shown through the personal involvement of top 
leaders in developing and directing reform efforts. Organizations that successfully 
address their long-standing management weaknesses do not “staff out” responsibility for 
leading change. Top leadership involvement and clear lines of accountability for making 
management improvements are critical to overcoming organizations’ natural resistance to 
change, marshalling the resources needed in many cases to improve management, and 
building and maintaining the organizationwide commitment to new ways of doing 
business. 

GPRAMA creates several new leadership structures and responsibilities aimed at 
sustaining attention on improvement efforts at both the agency and govemmentwide 
levels. The act designates the deputy head of each agency as Chief Operating Officer 
(COO), with overall responsibilities for improving the management and performance of 
the agency. In addition, the act requires each agency to designate a senior executive as 
Performance Improvement Officer (PIO) to support the COO. The act also establishes a 
Performance Improvement Council — chaired t5y the OMB Deputy Director for 
Management and composed of PIOs from various agencies — ^to assist the Director of 
OMB in carrying out the govemmentwide planning and reporting requirements. 

Finally, our past work has found that successful organizations involve employees in 
setting ambitious goals to obtain their buy-in. These goals should be realistic and 
measurable “stretch” goals, based on the agency’s understanding of its mission, 
customers’ needs, and current performance levels, and challenge the agency to achieve 
significant performance improvements. However, the federal government has a mixed 
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system of incentives that does not necessarily encourage setting ambitious, outcome- 
oriented goals and measuring and reporting performance accurately. In public 
organizations, performance measurement can result in counter-incentives, such as 
sharpened criticism and oversight, budget cuts, and staff reductions. Moreover, given the 
lack of positive incentives, line managers and staff may be reluctant to commit to 
achieving outcomes that they do not totally control for fear that negative performance 
information will be used against them. To minimize management and staff concerns, 
managers and staff need to be provided with significant opportunities to (1) be involved 
in the goal-setting process, (2) define related performance measures and (3) receive 
training on how to use the resulting information to improve performance. 


5. According to the author of the inherently governmental provisions in GPRA, Senator 
David Pryor, these provisions were intended “...to keep contractor involvement to an 
absolute minimum and to develop the in-house expertise necessary to develop and 
operate the performance measurement system in each agency,” Some agencies rely 
significantly on private management consultants, with little participation from senior 
agency leadership, for these functions. What steps would you recommend OMB, 
agency leadership, and Congress take to ensure contractor involvement is kept to a 
minimum, as intended? 

Congress made its intentions clear in the provisions themselves, as well as in the 
accompanying Committee reports. As with the original GPRA, GPRAMA designates the 
strategic plan, performance plan, and performance update (formerly performance report) 
sections of the Act as inherently governmental functions; that is, the drafting of those 
plans and updates are to be performed only by federal employees. GPRAMA also extends 
the designation as an inherently governmental function to the development of federal 
government and agency priority goals. As noted in the report accompanying GPRAMA, 
the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs did not change the 
language and congressional intent from the original GPRA’s inherently governmental 
provisions. The report reiterates the original intent, defining an inherently governmental 
function as a “function that is so intimately related to the public interest as to mandate 
performance by Government employees.” The report further reaffirms that “although 
GPRA specifies government employees are solely to be responsible for the final plan or 
report, this does not limit agencies from being assisted by non-federal parties, such as 
contractors or grantees, in the preparation of these plans and reports.”*'' 

OMB’s most recent Circular A-1 1 — issued in July 2010, prior to the enactment of 
GPRAMA — includes guidance to agencies about the inherently governmental provisions. 
For example, the following is included in its strategic plan guidance: 

“GPRA states that the preparation of a strategic plan is an inherently 

governmental function, and the plan is to be drafted only by Federal employees. 

However, when preparing a plan, agencies may be assisted by non-Federal 


S. Rept. 1 1 1-372, p. 14 and Committee on Govermnental Affairs, Government Performance and Results Act, 1993 
(to S. 20), Together with Dissenting and Separate Views, S. Rept. 103-58 (Washington, D.C.: June 16, 1993), p. 25. 


7 


VerDate Nov 24 2008 


14:27 Nov 28, 2011 


Jkt 067636 PO 00000 Frm 00121 


Fmt 6601 


Sfmt 6601 


P:\DOCS\67636.TXT JOYCE 



H605-41331-79W7 with DISTILLER 


118 


parties, such as consultants or contractors who are hired specifically to provide 
technical input on the design and assembly of the plan, and who are not solicited 
for their input on policy or budget issues. The transmittal should include an 
acknowledgment and brief description of the contribution by a non-Federal entity 
in preparing the plan.”'’ 

As the accompanying Committee report and OMB guidance recognize, agencies may 
need the assistance of consultants or contractors to provide technical assistance in their 
planning and reporting processes. This may be appropriate, and even necessary, given 
potential variation in the evaluation and analytical capacity across the government (as 
described in the response to question 3). However, over time agencies should be able to 
build such capacity, especially as OPM and the PIC implement GPRAMA’s requirements 
to identify key performance management skills and competencies and incorporate them 
into relevant federal position classifications and agency training. 

Agencies may also increase their capacity as they gain experience with analyzing and 
using performance information for the quarterly reviews for priority goals, in which top 
leadership and program officials are required to be involved. To be successful, these 
officials must have the knowledge and experience necessary to use and trust the 
information they are gathering. Building analytical capacity to use performance 
information and to ensure its quality — both in terms of staff trained to do the analysis and 
availability of research and evaluation resources — will be critical to using performance 
information in a meaningful fashion and will play a large role in the success of 
government performance improvements. Federal officials must understand how the 
performance information they gather can be used to provide insight into the factors that 
impede or contribute to program successes; assess the effect of the program; or help 
explain the linkages between program inputs, activities, outputs, and outcomes. 

If Congress has concerns about agencies complying with the inherently governmental 
provision, the required consultations with agencies would be one venue to express such 
concerns and ask about the involvement of non-federal parties. Another option would be 
to ask questions about the involvement of non-federal parties in performance planning 
and reporting processes during hearings or in letters to the heads of agencies. 


6. According to the Congressional Research Service, approximately 4,000 reports arrive 
annually on Capitol Hill, prompting concerns that overly burdensome reporting 
requirements are leading to the creation of unnecessary, duplicative reports at the expense 
of valuable resources that could have supported agency operations. Since agency reports 
enable critical oversight, the large number of reports is not necessarily harmful. 

However, adopting a more strategic approach to reporting requirements could better 
target resources while supporting Congressional oversight. Do you believe the GPRA 
Modernization Act provides a consistent and comprehensive framework to guide 
efforts to streamline agency reporting requirements? 


OMB, Circular A-t 1 : Preparation, Submission, and Execution of the Budget D.C.: Jul. 21, 2010), p. 

210-5. 
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GPRAMA could lead to more streamlined agency reporting in several ways. For 
example, the Act establishes an annual process aimed at eliminating unnecessary agency 
reporting. Each year, the agency COO is to compile a list that identifies all the plans and 
reports the agency produces for Congress, in accordance with statutory requirements or 
as directed in congressional reports. Through an analysis of this comprehensive list, the 
COO is to refine the list to include only those plans and reports which are identified to be 
outdated or duplicative of other required plans and reports. After the list is refined, the 
COO is to consult with the congressional committees that receive the plans and reports 
identified as outdated or duplicative to determine if those plans and reports are no longer 
useful and could be eliminated or consolidated. Finally, the COO is to provide the refined 
list to the Director of OMB, who is to include all agencies’ lists of plans and reports 
identified for elimination or consolidation in the President’s Budget, and may also submit 
related legislation to the Congress. 

The Act also requires the development of a single, govemmentwide performance website 
by October 1, 2012. This website will consolidate information about the federal 
government and agency priority goals, including the results of the related quarterly 
reviews and overall trend data. In addition, agencies are to provide additional 
performance information for publication on the website, including, at a minimum, the 
information contained in their performance plans and performance updates. 

However, if these provisions are to meet their promise, agencies will need to gain 
congressional buy-in, especially to eliminate outdated or consolidate duplicative plans 
and reports. Agencies will need to ensine that Congress continues to get the information 
it desires (or knows how to access it in the case of information posted on the website) and 
that such information can meet Congressional needs. In addition, Congress will need 
assurance that the information is credible in order to use it. All of these issues can 
potentially be addressed during the consultations GPRAMA requires between agencies 
and Congress. 
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Post-Hearing Questions for the Record 
Submitted to Mr. Robert J. Shea 
From Senator Daniel K. Akaka 

Roadmap for a More Efficient and Accountable Federal Government: 
Implementing the GPRA Modernization Act 
May 10, 2011 


1 . The GPRA Modernization Act of 201 0 recognizes the critical importance of 
Congressional consultation in strengthening and sustaining performance management. 
However, as Comptroller General Dodaro noted during the hearing, the Act’s 
consultation provisions are only minimum requirements, and Congress should take the 
opportunity to proactively engage the Executive Branch on performance issues through 
frequent, ongoing communication, and formal oversight hearings. 

What steps would you recommend the Congress take to ensure the Congressional 
consultation process occurs during the development of a strategic plan, prior to 
substantial drafting and vetting? What information must strategic plans’ descriptions of 
how agency goals and objectives incorporate Congressional views contain to verify 
effective consultations occurred? Would you advise the Office of Management and 
Budget (0MB) include formal consultation guidance in Circular A-1 1? 

Answer: While I believe 0MB should provide instructions to help guide agencies in their 
Congressional consultations, agencies should be proactive in reaching out to their most 
important stakeholders in the Congress. Input from these critical stakeholders is essential 
to crafting a strategic plan that will guide an agency’s long-term operations. But reaching 
out to Congress can be difficult for some agencies. So Congress, in particular the 
Oversight Committees (e.g. the Senate Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs and the House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform), 
assisted by GAO, can lead a consultation process that ensures early, constructive two- 
way feedback in the strategic planning process. And most importantly, Congress should 
be very clear about what it expects from agencies and OMB in terms of consultation. 

2. Implementing the GPRA Modernization Act will require strong leadership on the part of 
agency Chief Operating Officers (COO). I have long advocated for top agency 
leadership to engage in, and be held accountable for, addressing major management and 
performance challenges. In your testimony, you noted the importance of recruiting and 
appointing Deputy Secretaries to serve as COO’s who possess not only political and 
policy expertise, but management skills as well. 

During the confirmation process, what specific qualifications do you believe Senators 
should look for to ensure nominees are capable of effectively fulfilling the duties of a 
COO? The Department of State and OMB have chosen to adopt a dual deputies or 
directors model, do you believe this is an effective practice, and if so, what types of 
agencies are most conducive to utilize this design? 
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Answer: Irrespective of whether there is a dual deputy. Executive Branch and agency 
leadership should ensure that at every agency there is an individual with sufficient 
experience and adequate authority to ensure progress towards outcomes is monitored and 
improved and major management challenges are overcome. The confirmation process 
can probe whether individuals chosen for these positions have experience setting long- 
term and short-term outcome-oriented goals and relentlessly monitoring progress to 
ensure those goals are achieved. And perspective nominees should provide evidence that 
they’ve done this and can articulate how they’ve overcome challenges to improvement. 
It’s an uncommon line of questioning for the confirmation process, but such probing 
could uncover the depth of management experience and quality of leadership skills 
nominees possess. Of course, at the point of nomination, it may be too late. Congress 
should coordinate with the Office of Presidential Personnel to ensure these questions are 
asked as individuals are being vetted for positions, not just after they are nominated. 

3. The Act establishes in law a Performance Improvement Officer (PIO) at each agency. A 
recent report by the Partnership for Public Service and Grant Thornton found that many 
PIO’s are not focused full time on performance management, as their portfolios often 
extend far beyond these responsibilities. Do you believe the new law will provide PIO’s 
the stature and focus necessary to effectively improve agency performance? 

Answer: The law provides an adequate framework to ensure the PIOs have the stature 
and focus necessary to effectively improve agency performance. But agency leadership, 
with support from Congress and 0MB, is critical to ensure the position’s success. 

4. According to the Congressional Research Service, approximately 4,000 reports arrive 
annually on Capitol Hill, prompting concerns that overly burdensome reporting 
requirements are leading to the creation of unnecessary, duplicative reports at the expense 
of valuable resources that could have supported agency operations. Since agency reports 
enable critical oversight, the large number of reports is not necessarily harmful. 

However, adopting a more strategic approach to reporting requirements could better 
target resources while supporting Congressional oversight. Do you believe the GPRA 
Modernization Act provides a consistent and comprehensive framework to guide efforts 
to streamline agency reporting requirements? 

Answer: I don’t. In my experience, a heavier hand is necessary to repeal unnecessary 
reporting. A good benchmark is the experience from the Federal Reports Elimination 
and Sunset Act of 1995 (Public Law 104-66). In that experience. Congress listed a 
number of reports it deemed wasteful and declared the requirements repealed unless 
explicitly reauthorized by a specific date. This resulted in the repeal of a good many 
wasteful or duplicative report. I believe this experience would be a good one for 
Congress to emulate. 

5. The new law requires agencies and 0MB to enhance planning and reporting efforts. To 
achieve this goal, agencies must improve the use of program evaluation and performance 
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information. Do you believe agencies have the necessary evaluation and analysis 
capacity to accomplish this? 

Answer: Although I believe agency capacity to conduct evaluation and analysis could be 
enhanced, it has come a long way. One reason for this is OMB’s carrot and stick 
approach. OMB asks agencies to enhance the rigor of evaluations they conduct, but also 
provides resources agencies can avail themselves of to strengthen their internal 
evaluation capacity. Strong advocacy form the Coalition for Evidence Based Policy and 
the American Evaluation Association have helped enormously in this regard. 

Answer: Agency use of data in decision making remains a big challenge, but the focus of 
the GPRA Modernization Act on top leadership skills and experience should go a long 
way toward building on the already substantial improvements that have been made in 
agency performance management capacity over the last 10 to 15 years. 

6. At the hearing, Dr. Paul Posner noted the potential for distortion of information and 
behavior is greatest when performance management is used as a simple formula to 
reward or punish employees in budget and personnel assessments. As we work to 
implement a credible performance management framework, how can OMB and Congress 
work to minimize these risks? 

Answer: This is a tough one. In a highly political environment like the one in which we 
work, it will be hard to get agencies to set ambitious targets knowing they might be 
ridiculed or admonished for failure to achieve them. Here again, leadership, with strong 
support from OMB and Congress, especially the Oversight Committees, can create a 
climate in which agency officials are more willing to take the risk sufficient to achieve 
breakthrough improvements in performance. 

This topic was the subject of a recent, compelling talk by outgoing Secretary of 
Commerce Gary Locke, sponsored by the Partnership for Public Service and Grant 
Thornton. I’ve attached a copy to these answers. 
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Remarks at Partnership for Public Service 

AS PREPARED FOR DELIVERY 

Thurrsday, June 2, 201 1 

CONTACT OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

202-482-4883 

Commerce Secretary Gary Locke 
Remarks at Partnership for Public Service 

Good morning, everyone. Thank you for those kind words, Jeff. It’s a pleasure to join you today. 

I’m excited to be here at the Partnership for Public Service. I know the Partnership is hard at 
work inspiring new generations of Americans to serve their country and their communities, and I 
want to thank you for that. 

What you do is especially important in the face of a pernicious and deeply misguided strain of 
politics today that depicts government work as inconsequential... or worse. 

But you know differently. How government employees perform determines how well America: 

• protects its security and its environment; 

• creates economic and educational opportunities; and 

• uses its taxpayers’ precious resources. 

The seriousness of the stakes demands an equally serious commitment from government leaders 
to set clear goals and to preach - but most importantly, practice - effective management. 

Today, I'm looking forward to discussing the reforms we've implemented at the Commerce 
Department to get us there. 

Before I get into the specifics, though, I want to say a quick word about leadership philosophy. 

No matter where I’ve been, it’s been my conviction that leaders have to set high-stretch goals 
that force people to re- imagine how they do their jobs - not just tinker with a process here or a 
protocol there. They also need to provide incentives to encourage innovation and recognition for 
work well done. 
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In my previous tenure as the governor of Washington State, and now as Commerce Secretary, I 
have never faulted an employee for falling short of a goal that was difficult to reach. What is 
important is working diligently. What is critical is constantly challenging ourselves to perform 
even better. 

I learned over time that organizations that fixate on failure never take the risks necessary to 
achieve the extraordinary. 

And make no mistake, the challenges this economy have put in front of us are extraordinary. 

1 had a little bit of experience with that in Washington State, albeit on a smaller scale. 

In the aftermath of the dot-com bubble, Washington State’s general fund was, at one point, $2, 1 
billion in the red - and this forced me and my leadership team to answer two fundamental 
questions: 

What should state government do, and what should it stop doing? 

In short, we had to prioritize - to focus on delivering the services that were absolutely essential 
to the people of our state. 

That’s easier said than done when you’re talking about a big bureaucracy. 

But in Olympia, we aggressively prioritized our goals and put in place management strategies to 
make sure state employees understood their role in helping us meet them. 

Ultimately, we balanced our budget without tax increases, while making state services more 
effective and efficient. 

At Commerce, we are taking a similar approach. In a difficult budget environment, the 
temptation is to always ask “what can we cut?” 

That's the wrong question. You need to be asking: 

“What outcomes are most important and what actions can you take to produce those outcomes?” 

When I first arrived at Commerce, we began intently focusing on key priorities that would help 
American businesses become more innovative at home and more competitive abroad. 

With priorities in place, we turned the focus to program management to ensure that we drive 
accountability, oversight and transparency into how we achieve our goals. 

The linchpin of our program management is something called the “Balance Scorecard approach.” 
When I first adopted the Scorecard in Washington State, it was a tool strictly used by the private 
sector. 
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But even though there was no profit motive in government, it still made sense. It creates a 
formal, data-driven mechanism in which you can set priorities, the goals to achieve those 
priorities and then a formal process for monitoring progress on a quarterly basis so that you can 
make a course correction if things are going off track. 

The framework the Balanced Scorecard provides has served the department well, including: 

• data-based decision making 

• training on how to improve processes; and 

• recognition of model employee teams. 

Instituting the Scorecard is part of a larger effort we established last summer called the 
Commerce Performance Excellence Program, which also includes regular performance reviews 
and process improvements teams within bureaus. 

Most important, this is a vital step toward becoming an organization that continuously improves 
and shares lessons learned - despite our size. 

At Commerce, the Balanced Scorecard is structured around three programmatic themes and three 
management themes: 

• Customer service, 

• Organizational excellence, and 

• Workforce excellence. 

And the three management themes maximize our resources to make good on our programmatic 
goals. 

In addition to results-driven performance management - embodied in the Balanced Scorecard - 
there are three other initiatives designed to support our management themes: 

• Priority-Based Budgeting; 

• Acquisition Reform; and 

• Improved Customer Service. 

First, I’d like to discuss priority-based budgeting. 

For the 2012 budget, the department prioritized key investments to achieve goals. 

That may sound basic, but we believe it’s the first time the Department has ever used that 
strategy. 

It forced us to make tough choices about which programs to invest in and which programs to 
reduce. 
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Commerce’s 2012 budget proposes ending, reducing or restructuring at least 16 lower-priority 
programs. By doing so, we project savings of more than a quarter of a billion dollars. 

What’s more, the administration is pursuing an aggressive government- wide effort to curb non- 
essential administrative spending called the Administrative Efficiency Initiative. After reviewing 
our administration costs, the Commerce Department identified over $142 million in savings, 
including $57 million in acquisition savings, plus personnel, travel and other costs. 

And of those savings, $39 million will be reinvested by bureaus to strengthen critical programs. 

This cycle of cost savings will continue to help our budgeting for years to come. 

Next, I’d like to briefly discuss our acquisition reform efforts. 

We have a multi-pronged approach to improve how we make acquisitions in order to deliver 
greater savings, greater results and greater efficiencies. 

Those strategies include: 

• Stronger metrics to measure performance; 

• A new approach to defining requirements; 

• Pursuing bulk buying and other purchasing strategies; 

• Better identifying and managing high-risk purchases; and 

• Creating a new Center of Excellence to provide outstanding customer service to the small 
bureaus. 

These efforts will ensure the department is making lasting, important improvements in 
acquisition to shrink costs and boost value and efficiency. 

The final initiative is our goal to improve customer service. 

To that end, the department has rolled out CommerceCormect, a “one-stop shop” for businesses 
that streamlines access to Commerce services and solutions, 

The initiative began with a simple observation: It was just too difficult for small and medium- 
sized businesses to navigate our department. 

So CommerceCormect launched as a pilot program in Michigan in 2009. We put cross-trained 
Commerce experts in one office to connect businesses with any service we offer. But we didn’t 
stop there. We also partnered with state and local agencies so that our experts could learn about 
and ultimately direct business owners to those services too. 

Since its launch, we’ve routed a national call center through the Michigan office and have 
expanded into department field offices in 16 regions across the country. 
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Before I wrap up here today, I want to note that while these management reforms are still works 
in progress, I can say without question that they’ve already had an impact in improving the 
Department’s efficiency and effectiveness. 

Take for example the work being done by our Economic Development Administration to help 
local communities identify their own unique strengths to respond to changing regional 
conditions. EDA supports private-public partnerships with this goal in mind, and in the last year 
it slashed the response time for its grant applications - from 128 to just 20 business days. 

Another successful reform can be found in the Patent and Trademark Office. We overhauled 
management processes at PTO and were able to cut the application backlog by 10 percent, even 
as the volume of applications increased by 5 percent. 

That will have a concrete impact on America’s ability to out-innovate its economic competitors 
and will help determine whether we’re home to the jobs of the future. 

A few more concrete examples: 

• A well-run 2010 Census, which many experts identified as “likely to fail.” They were 
proved wrong as the census concluded . . . not just with an accurate count . . . but on 
schedule and 25 percent under budget, saving taxpayers $1.8 billion. 

• In 2009, we helped 35 million Americans access coupons for the transition from analog 
to digital cable, revamping a program that had gone over budget and had under- 
performed during the previous administration, and; 

• Through the Recovery Act, we created from scratch a $5 billion grant-making program to 
expand high-speed Internet access in underserved areas across America. 

These results did not come about by chance. We set ambitious goals and rigorous metrics and 
management frameworks to meet them. 

These are some of the tangible successes we can hang our hat on, but our work is far from done, 
and we are going to keep pressing every day to improve everything we do. 

America is still in the process of economic recovery, and it is as important as ever to keep 
focused on smart management. The president has called on the United States to out-educate, out- 
innovate, and out-build our economic competitors. And I know that by focusing on 
organizational effectiveness in order to drive innovation and international competitiveness we 
will truly win the future. 

As you know. I’ve been nominated by President Obama to serve as the nation’s ambassador to 
China. This is a very humbling challenge and one I look forward to. 

But being Commerce Secretary has been one of the best jobs I’ve ever had. 

I say that knowing the economic upheaval of the last two years has been wrenching for the 
American people. 
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I’ve seen it first hand - whether it was listening to Ohio small business owners desperate for 
access to capital or a Michigan woman pleading for work for her and her husband. 

Their stories created a sense of urgency that has driven my days as Secretary. 

As I prepare to leave Commerce, the importance of being proper stewards of taxpayer resources 
remains paramount. In the face of both a fragile recovery and significant long-term deficits, we 
simply cannot argue effectively for the new investments that will help make America more 
competitive if we aren’t making the best use of what we already have. 

That’s the challenge, and the opportunity, before us: rethinking how government works so that 
we inspire in the American people the confidence that we will treat their money as effectively 
and conscientiously as we treat our own. 

Thank you. 
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Post-Hearing Questions for the Record 
Submitted to Dr. Paul L. Posner 
From Senator Daniel K. Akaka 

Roadmap for a More Efficient and Accountable Federal Government: 
Implementing the GPRA Modernization Act 
May 10,2011 

1 . The GPRA Modernization Act of 20 1 0 recognizes the critical importance of 

Congressional consultation in strengthening and sustaining performance management. 
However, as Comptroller General Dodaro noted during the hearing, the Act’s 
consultation provisions are only minimum requirements, and Congress should take the 
opportunity to proactively engage the Executive Branch on performance issues through 
frequent, ongoing communication, and formal oversight hearings. 

What steps would you recommend the Congress take to ensure the Congressional 
consultation process occurs during the development of a strategic plan, prior to 
substantial drafting and vetting? What information must strategic plans’ descriptions of 
how agency goals and objectives incorporate Congressional views contain to verify 
effective consultations occurred? Would you advise the Office of Management and 
Budget (0MB) include formal consultation guidance in Circular A-1 1? 

I would agree that 0MB guidance should provide encouragement and guidance to 
agencies in working with Congressional committees. It is important that agencies reach 
out to Congressional committees not after decisions are made but before. This has often 
been a flaw in consultations in the past = agencies or 0MB would share decisions after 
the fact, thereby preventing real engagement with the Congress. 

Thus, it is important that agencies invite congressional committees into the formative 
stages of developing priority goals, both for agencies and across the government. This 
can be done by sharing drafts or even inviting staff in for early discussions to help 
agencies formulate their strategies. 

Because goals are formulated as part of the executive budget process, this might inhibit 
the degree of consultation intended by the Act. Under long standing rules, OMB has 
determined that all inputs to the president 's forthcoming budget are “predecisional ” 
which means they cannot be shared with those outside the executive branch. This has 
inhibited consultation on GPRA performance plans which are deemed to be part of the 
budget process, thereby limiting congressional involvement. 

Congress must also better organize itself to offer its views during the development of 
plans and goals. Congress is often highly fragmented, with many different committees 
involved in overseeing a particular agencies. Moreover, in fairness, many staff have been 
unenthused about performance goals and information provided by agencies in the past. 
Accordingly, it would be very timely if congressional leadership established a way for the 
committees to come together to offer cohesive advice to agencies in developing their 
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plans. Such an initiative could perhaps be led by the Senate and House oversight 
committees. 

2. According to the author of the inherently governmental provisions in GPRA, Senator 
David Pryor, these provisions were intended “...to keep contractor involvement to an 
absolute minimum and to develop the in-house expertise necessary to develop and 
operate the performance measurement system in each agency.” Some agencies rely 
significantly on private management consultants, with little participation from senior 
agency leadership, for these functions. What steps would you recommend 0MB, agency 
leadership, and Congress take to ensure contractor involvement is kept to a minimum, as 
intended? 

/ think it is important that agencies be responsible for determining performance goals 
and making decisions based on this data. If performance data is to be used, agency 
officials themselves must have ownership of the goals and the data ~ otherwise this will 
be perceived as yet another compliance exercise. However, in saying this, agencies can 
gain significant value on the technical side from trusted consultants who have deep 
background in evaluation and data management. The key principle is to keep consultants 
on tap, not on top. 

3. At the hearing, you noted the potential for distortion of information and behavior is 
greatest when performance management is used as a simple formula to reward or punish 
employees in budget and personnel assessments. As we work to implement a credible 
performance management framework, how can OMB and Congress work to minimize 
these risks? 

I think we need to be more explicit about our expectations for performance. I think it can 
be useful as a way to promote greater strategic thinking about our goals and our 
programs to reach those goals. It is important to consider performance more explicitly as 
we formulate budgets and evaluate the record of grantees and contractors, among the 
many implementers of federal programs. 

However, I fear that making performance into a formula used to reward and punish 
personnel and budget allocations alike raises the stakes too high. Some have referred to 
this as "weaponizing” performance. It leads to several consequences which can 
undermine the performance momentum. First, agencies that know their pay and budgets 
are linked to their results will propose unambitious performance goals. Second, it will 
encourage significant gaming and distortion of performance data that will only retard the 
confidence that policymakers will have in performance reports and information. The 
recent scandals in Atlanta ’s schools with gaming student testing results to avoid the 
sanctions under No Child Left Behind are illustrative of what can happen when we go too 
far with performance as a tool of accountability and control. 

4. The new law requires agencies and OMB to enhance planning and reporting efforts. To 
achieve this goal, agencies must improve the use of program evaluation and performance 


VerDate Nov 24 2008 


14:27 Nov 28,2011 


Jkt 067636 


PO 00000 Frm 00134 Fmt6601 


Sfmt 6601 


P:\DOCS\67636.TXT JOYCE 



H605-41331-79W7 with DISTILLER 


131 


information. Do you believe agencies have the necessary evaluation and analysis 
capacity to accomplish this? 

I think that this is an important area that needs to be enhanced. We have spent much of 
the past two decades articulating new management frameworks in the area of financial 
management and IT and even human capital. Chiefs have been appointed and the 
worlrforce in these areas has been augmented and professionalized. 

No such comparable initiatives have occurred in evaluation shops within federal 
agencies. In fact, for many years, such staffs have been cut back in some agencies. I 
would expect that the new GPRA modernization act would provide incentives for 
agencies to make needed investments in evaluations, but there will be significant budget 
pressures that might blunt this movement. 

5 . Your testimony stated that the goal of public sector performance management must not 
be to provide answers to political choices, but rather, to provide a new set of questions 
whose answers will inform those choices. This is an important but subtle point. Please 
elaborate on the implications of adopting either approach at the Federal level. 

Performance information is a useful perspective when considering resource allocation, 
but not the only one. When deciding whether to make an investment in a program, 
Congress should appropriately consider how a particular program stacks up in relative 
priority or importance compared to all the other competing claims. Even if a program 
promises to be effective, it may not be perceived to be as important as other proposals in 
addressing national needs. Many other considerations go into this priority calculation 
including the backlog of unmet needs. 

Performance data is one among several inputs in deciding the specific budget fate of a 
program. For instance, if the number of drug abuse deaths go up, this would indicate that 
our drug programs are not as effective as we might wish. But we would not use this data 
to cut drug programs. In fact, when problems increase, we might very well increase 
resources initially at least. This is not to say that performance data should not be 
considered- maybe persistent drug abuse increases might Indicate the need to reform the 
program or change programs. But the linkage between performance and funding is not 
automatic or formulaic. 

Given the many other appropriate factors that must be considered in determining budgets 
in a democratic society, decisionmakers must have flexibility to decide how to best 
respond to all of these factors. However, it is reasonable to expect that performance 
should be at least considered as one factor in making these decisions. Accordingly, we 
should rightfully expect performance to be a question that is asked, even though the 
budget answers might ultimate reflect many other appropriate considerations. 

6. According to the Congressional Research Service, approximately 4,000 reports arrive 
annually on Capitol Hill, prompting concerns that overly burdensome reporting 
requirements are leading to the creation of unnecessary, duplicative reports at the expense 
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of valuable resources that could have supported agency operations. Since agency reports 
enable critical oversight, the large number of reports is not necessarily harmful. 

However, adopting a more strategic approach to reporting requirements could better 
target resources while supporting Congressional oversight. Do you believe the GPRA 
Modernization Act provides a consistent and comprehensive framework to guide efforts 
to streamline agency reporting requirements? 

I think that it is useful to require agencies to periodically review the utility of reports, as 
long as Congress has the last word on whether they stay or go. There are some reports 
which agencies may not view as valuable which nonetheless serve congressional 
oversight interests. I think that 0MB should guide the process by providing some criteria 
for agencies to consider in their review including whether they perceive the reports 
provide data that is already provided in other formats and whether the reports impose an 
unacceptable burden on agencies, grantees and others in our system. 

It is also important to say that reports can be useful to a broader community even it not 
explicitly used by the Congress. Academic research shows that often Congress requires 
reports and data to be collected that is useful for others in reviewing the performance of 
government programs. This might include auditors at federal and state levels, community 
groups and other interested parties. So in reviewing the utility of reports and data, these 
other consumers of federal information need to be kept in mind. 
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Post-Hearing Questions for the Record 
Submitted to Mr. Jonathan D. Breul 
From Senator Daniel K. Akaka 

Roadmap for a More Efficient and Accountable Federal Government: 

Implementing the GPRA Modernization Act 
May 10, 2011 

1 . The GPRA Modernization Act of 2010 recognizes the critical importance of 
Congressional consultation in strengthening and sustaining performance 
management. However, as Comptroller General Dodaro noted during the 
hearing, the Act’s consultation provisions are only minimum requirements, 
and Congress should take the opportunity to proactively engage the 
Executive Branch on performance issues through frequent, ongoing 
communication, and formal oversight hearings. 

What steps would you recommend the Congress take to ensure the 
Congressional consultation process occurs during the development of a 
strategic plan, prior to substantial drafting and vetting? What information 
must strategic plans’ descriptions of how agency goals and objectives 
incorporate Congressional views contain to verify effective consultations 
occurred? Would you advise the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) 
include formal consultation guidance in Circular A-11? 

The new statutory requirements strengthen the Congressional consultation process 
by encouraging agencies to describe how agency goals and objectives incorporate 
the views and suggestions obtained through consultation with Congress, including 
majority and minority views from authorizing, appropriations and oversight 
committees. At present, OMB Circular No. A-1 1, section 210.3, “Consultation 
and Outreach,” has only two brief sentences dealing with consultation with the 
Congress. There is considerable room for OMB to expand upon this guidance to 
indicate what constitutes a consultation, at what point in the development process 
of a strategic plan the consultations should take place, or which committees 
should be involved in consultations. 


2. According to the author of the inherently governmental provisions in GPRA, 
Senator David Pryor, these provisions were intended “...to keep contractor 
involvement to an absolute minimum and to develop the in-house expertise 
necessary to develop and operate the performance measurement system in 
each agency.” Some agencies rely significantly on private management 
consultants, with little participation from senior agency leadership, for these 
functions. What steps would you recommend OMB, agency leadership, and 
Congress take to ensure contractor involvement is kept to a minimum, as 
intended? 
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Federal agencies rely on a multi-sector workforce of federal employees and 
contractor personnel to perform services needed to carry out their missions. 

There are some functions so intimately related to an agency’s mission and the 
public interest that government employees should perform them rather than 
manage those functions contractually. Other functions, however, can be 
managed effectively if the agency keeps its employees in key positions and 
ensures they have the training, experience, and support needed to manage and 
control the work. Thus, consistent with the inherently governmental provisions in 
the original GPRA, many federal departments and agencies have called upon 
contractors to support them with information collection, studies and analysis, 
consultation, and training as part of their development and maintenance of 
required plans and reports. 

Both Congress and the President have directed 0MB to lead a series of 
contracting-related efforts, including clarifying when outsourcing for services is 
appropriate. 0MB has issued initial guidance, but as of yet, has not issued a 
required report to Congress. Since an important purpose of these efforts is to 
better understand how contracted services are being used to support mission and 
operations and whether the contractors’ skills are being utilized in an appropriate 
marmer, I would await the results of these efforts before recommending any 
further steps. 


3. At the hearing, Dr. Paul Posner noted the potential for distortion of 

information and behavior is greatest when performance management is used 
as a simple formula to reward or punish employees in budget and personnel 
assessments. As we work to implement a credible performance management 
framework, how can OMB and Congress work to minimize these risks? 

Performance management is recognized worldwide as a critical success factor in 
helping individuals and organizations achieve their goeils. When done correctly, 
performance management becomes a powerful and effective tool to drive 
individual and organizational performance. When done poorly, it can create an 
atmosphere of distrust between managers and employees — ultimately limiting 
performance and the organization’s ability to achieve its full potential. For this 
reason, the responsibility for the effective management of employee performance 
rests squarely on the shoulders of executives and frontline managers. In fact, the 
management of people needs to be a core responsibility of every manager. In 
view of this, it is critical that OMB and Congress support efforts to help managers 
understand and effectively practice the fundamentals of performance 
management — ^planning, monitoring, developing, appraising, and rewarding 
employee performance. 


4. The new law requires agencies and OMB to enhance planning and reporting 
efforts. To achieve this goal, agencies must improve the use of program 
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evaluation and performance information. Do you believe agencies have the 
necessary evaluation and analysis capacity to accomplish this? 

Performance measures now provide the central core of routinely collected 
evaluative data about program operations and outcomes. Additional evaluation 
studies provide complementary evidence and logical frameworks for increasing 
the depth of knowledge or interpretation of the performance data. A tremendous 
opportunity exists to use the growing mountain of performance information to 
make better, fact-based decisions. Yet, most agencies spend more time collecting 
and organizing data than analyzing it. To quote a performance improvement 
officer in a recent Partnership for Public Service study: ‘We are good at 
collecting data, but not so good at analyzing it" With today’s focus on 
transparency and accountability, “all eyes” are on how decisions are made, money 
is spent and performance and progress are measured. Anal 5 ^ics competency is a 
game-changing managerial innovation. It consists of tools and technologies to 
make data consumable, insightful and predictive. Analytics enables smarter 
decisions and consequential actions that improve results. With help from 0MB 
and the Congress, agencies need to build their performance management capacity 
and embrace analytics as a core management competency. 


5. According to the Congressional Research Service, approximately 4,000 
reports arrive annually on Capitol Hill, prompting concerns that overly 
burdensome reporting requirements are leading to the creation of 
unnecessary, duplicative reports at the expense of valuable resources that 
could have supported agency operations. Since agency reports enable critical 
oversight, the large number of reports is not necessarily harmful. However, 
adopting a more strategic approach to reporting requirements could better 
target resources while supporting Congressional oversight. Do you believe 
the GPRA Modernization Act provides a consistent and comprehensive 
framework to guide efforts to streamline agency reporting requirements? 

The GPRA Modernization Act tries again to do what the 1982 Congressional 
Reports Elimination Act, the Federal Reports Elimination Act, the Federal 
Reports and Elimination and Sunset Act of 1995, and the Reports Consolidation 
Act of 2000 failed to do. While some progress has been made, there is 
widespread disappointment that these actions have primarily been administrative 
in nature. Additional action is still needed to streamline and simplify statutory 
reporting requirements. The new Act provides an annual process which, given 
today’s fiscal environment, provides a new opportunity to reduce unnecessary 
burden and reduce administrative costs. 

6. Implementing the GPRA Modernization Act will require strong leadership 
on the part of agency Chief Operating Officers (COO). I have long 
advocated for top agency leadership to engage in, and be held accountable 
for, addressing major management and performance challenges. In your 
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testimony, you noted the importance of recruiting and appointing Deputy 
Secretaries to serve as COO’s who possess not only political and policy 
expertise, but management skills as well. 

During the confirmation process, what specific qualifications do you believe 
Senators should look for to ensure nominees are capable of effectively 
fulfilling the duties of a COO? 

The Senate's interest in leveraging its role in confirmation hearings will send a 
strong message that nominees for deputy secretary position should have the 
requisite skills to deal effectively with the broad array of complex management 
challenges they will face. Senators should inquire whether, in addition to 
substantive expertise, nominees are genuinely interested in management and 
possess experience managing very large organizations. One way to do so would 
be to examine a 2008 GAO report prepared at the request of then-Senator 
Voinovlch. The report includes a series of questions that Senate committees of 
jurisdiction could use to help determine the management experience and 
capabilities of upcoming nominees, including questions for each of 28 major 
executive branch departments and agencies, and one for each of the following 
seven major government- wide management areas: (1) acquisition management, 
(2) collaboration, (3) financial management, (4) human capital management, (5) 
information and technology management, (6) results-oriented decision making, 
and (7) real property management and security. 


7. The Act establishes in law a Performance Improvement Officer (PIO) at each 
agency. A recent report by the Partnership for Public Service and Grant 
Thornton found that many PIO’s are not focused full time on performance 
management, as their portfolios often extend far beyond these 
responsibilities. Do you believe the new law will provide PIO’s the stature 
and focus necessary to effectively improve agency performance? What 
lessons should we draw from the implementation of agency Chief Financial 
Officers that may be applicable to current efforts to strengthen PIO’s? 

The GPRA Modernization Act codifies the PIO positions and defines some duties 
for the Council which is modeled on other successful management councils for 
the federal government’s chief financial officers, chief information officers and 
chief acquisition officers. With this structure, PIOs have a platform to share best 
performance management practices across government and the law now also 
allows the Council to develop an interagency staff. The new law provides 
agencies the tools and an institutional means for exerting leadership on 
management matters. The most important lesson we can draw Ifom the 
implementation of agency CFOs, CIO, and Chief Human Capital Officers is that 
no management structure, regardless of the source, can alone lead to improved 
performance if decision makers and the public that influences them do not 
demand it. 
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BACKGROUND 

ROADMAP FOR A MORE EFFIENCT AND ACCOUNTABLE FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT: IMPLEMENTING THE GPRA MODERNIZATION ACT 

MAY 10, 2011 


Background 

The bipartisan, government performance legislation, the Government Performance and Results 
Act of 1 993 (GPRA or the “Results Act”) established a statutory framework for strategic 
planning, performance measurement, and reporting in the Federal Government.' According to 
the U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO), prior to enactment of GPRA, although many 
agencies collected performance information at the program level, few agencies possessed results- 
oriented performance information to guide management or strategic policy decisions for the 
agency as a whole.'^ GPRA addressed this shortcoming by requiring agencies develop strategic 
plans, annual performance plans, and annual performance reports.^ 

In 2004, after a decade of implementation, Congress requested GAO assess GPRA. The 
resulting report concluded that “GPRA’s requirements have established a solid foimdation of 
results-oriented performance planning, measurement, and reporting in the Federal Government.”"* 
However, GAO also found numerous challenges to GPRA implementation remained, including 
inconsistent commitment by top leadership to achieving results, crosscutting issues not being 
adequately addressed, and limited use of performance information by Congress.* 

The GPRA Modernization Act, signed into law in January 2011,^ was informed by numerous 
GAO reports and recommendations (see accompanying chart), and addresses existing GPRA 
implementation challenges through targeted updates to the existing GPRA framework. 


Summary of Key Provisions in the GPRA Modernization Act of 2010 

The new law modernizes the Federal Government’s performance management framework by 
requiring: 

• A more coordinated and crosscutting approach to achieving meaningful results: 

Increasingly, outcomes the public expect the Federal Government to accomplish, such as 
prevention of terrorist attacks, reduction in incidence of infectious diseases, or improved 


‘ Government Performance and Results Act of 1993 (Public Law 103-62), available at: 
http://vvww.gDQ.gov/fdsvs/pke''BIL l .S-l 03 s20cnr''pdPBlLLS-l()3s20 e ni'.pdf . last accessed on May 5, 201 1. 

^GAO, Results-Oriented Government: GPRA Has Established a Solid Foundation for Achieving Greater Results, 
GAO-04-38 (Washington, D.C.: March 10, 2004), pp. 10-1 1, available at: h ttp://w ww.aao.gov/new.itcms/d 0438.p df. 
last accessed on May 5, 201 1. 

^ Ibid p. 11. 

“ Ibid. “Highlights.” 

^ Ibid. pp. 68-69. 

* GPRA Modernization Act (Public Law 1 1 1-352), available at: http://www.gp o.gov' fd5vs.'pkg/PLAW- 
i 1 lpubl3 5 2.''pdf 'PLAW- I i Ipub j 352.pd f last accessed on May 5, 201 1. 
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response to natural disasters, go beyond the scope of any single agency. The new law 
strengthens the government-wide planning requirement to direct agencies to collaborativeiy 
develop joint measures on important crosscutting goals common to multiple agencies. Under 
the original GPRA, planning and reporting components only focused on agency-level goals 
and measures, and did not require agencies to work across the government to improve 
results.’ 

• Long-term efforts to improve major management ftmctions at agencies: 

Effective management capabilities are critical to ensuring agencies effectively implement 
their programs and policies. The new law requires long-term goals to improve management 
functions in five key areas: financial, human capital, information technology, procurement 
and acquisition, and real property.* 

• Performance information to be both useful and used in agency decision making: 

Under the new Act, 0MB and agencies are required to: disclose information addressing 
accuracy and validity concerns, release data on crosscutting policy areas, and provide 
regular, quarterly reporting on priority goals on a publicly available website.® 

■ The establishment of a single government-wide website to feature performance information: 
The GPRA Modernization Act requires 0MB to develop a single government-wide 
performance website by October 1, 2012. Each agency is required to identify each of its 
programs, consistent with guidance provided by the Director of OMB, for inclusion on the 
website. Each agency also must provide a description of the purposes of each program and 
how the program contributes to the mission and goals of that agency.'® 

■ Sustained leadership commitment and accountability for improving agency performance: 
Comptroller General Dodaro has testified that the single most important element of 
successful management improvement initiatives may be engaged agency leadership with a 
personal stake and interest in reform efforts. The new law establishes in statute a Chief 
Operating Officer and Performance Improvement Officer in each agency to improve agency 
management and performance. ' ‘ 

• Congressional consultation to identify management and performance goals: 

The new law strengthens the statutory requirements for Congressional consultation compared 
to GPRA, requiring agencies to account for how their strategic planning and performance 


^ Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, GPRA Modernization Act of 2010 (to H.R. 2142), fS. 
Rpt No. 1 1 1-372), pp. 4-5, available at: httD://www.gDo.s;o\7tdsvs'Dkg,''CRPT-l 1 lsrpt372/pdf/CRP'r- 
1 i ismt372.pdf . last accessed on May 5, 2011. 

* GAO’S March 16, 201 1, testimony by Gene L. Dodaro, Comptroller General of the United States, before the 
Senate Budget Committee’s Task Force on Government Performance, on the GPRA Modernization Act (GAO-1 1- 
466T), “Highlights” and pp. 6-8, available at: httD:.7w\vw.gao.«ov/new. items/ d 1 1 466t.Ddf. last accessed on May 5, 
2011. 

’ Ibid. “Highlights.” 

"S. Rpt. No. 111-372, pp. 12, 17-18. 

" GAO-1 1-466T, “Highlights” and pp. 9-10. 


VerDate Nov 24 2008 


14:27 Nov 28, 2011 Jkt 067636 PO 00000 Frm 00142 Fmt 6601 Sfmt 61 


P:\DOCS\67636.TXT JOYCE 



H605-41331-79W7 with DISTILLER 


139 


reporting activities specifically incorporate insights gained from Congressional consultations 
with both the majority and minority Members of the committees of jurisdiction,’^ 


Key Implementation Issues 

Coordination and Collaboration 

For the Act to be effective, OMB must work with agencies to ensure the Federal Government 
Priority Cross-cutting Goals truly reflect the President’s, and our Nation’s, priorities. Thus far, 
the preliminary OMB guidance on setting high priority goals and strategic decisions has been 
reassuring.'^ 

Congressional Consultation 

GAO staff, CRS analysts, former OMB staff, and academics have indicated that fostering 
Congressional buy-in to the GPRA process may be the most challenging aspect of implementing 
the GPRA Modernization Act. Yet Congressional buy-in is perhaps the most important in regard 
to improving the quality, utility, and long-temi viability of GPRA performance information and 
strategic planning documents.'^' 

Performance.gov 

Prior to the enactment of the GPRA Modernization Act, OMB already had begun developing a 
government-wide performance website, performance.gov. Although a pilot version of 
performance.gov exists and is currently being tested by agency staff, the fully functional, public 
version of performance.gov has yet to be released due to funding challenges associated with the 
Electronic Government Fund. 

Relevant Legislation 

GPRA Modernization Act of 2010 (Public Law 111-352) - An Act to require quarterly 
performance assessments of government programs for purposes of assessing agency performance 
and improvement, and to establish agency performance improvement officers and the 
Performance Improvement Council. 

http:/7www.gpo.t;ov/fdsvs/pkg/PLAW-l 1 Ipubl352/Ddf/PLAW-1 1 Inubl352.pdf 
Senate Report 111-372 - GPRA Modernization Act of 2010: 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsvs/pka/CRPT-l 1 lsrpt372/pdiyCRP'f-l 1 lsrpl372.pdf 


Ibid. “Highlights” and pp. 10-11. 

The Executive Office of the President, Office of Management and Budget, Delivering on the Accountable 
Government Initiative and Implementing the GPRA Modernization Act of 2010. (Washington, D.C.: April 14, 2011), 
p. 4 (Attachment), available at: http://www . vvhitchouse.gov/siles,’default./tlles/omb/memoranda/ 2 Ql ! ni 1 1 - i 7. pd f, 
last accessed on May 5, 201 1 . 

S, Rpt No. 1 1 1-372, pp. 4-5; Testimony by Paul L. Posner, Director of the Public Administration Program at 
George Mason University, before the Senate Subcommittee on Federal Financial Management, Government 
Information, Federal Services, and international Security hearing on government performance (September 24, 

2009), pp. 11-14, available at: 

http://hsgac-senate.gov,:Dubjic/jndex.cfm?FuseActi on^Heari ng5.Hearing&Hea r ing id “4a27dSec-2e 50-4e6e-aaba- 
7 2b62ca9a0ee . last accessed on May 5,2011. 
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Government Performance and Results Act of 1993 (Public Law 103-62) - An Act to provide 
for the establishment of strategic planning and performance measurement in the Federal 
Government, and for other purposes. 

httD://wovw.gpo.gov/t(isvs/nkg/BlLl.S- 1 03s2Qenr/pdf/BILLS- 1 03s20enr.D df 

Senate Report 103-58 - Government Performance and Results Act of 1993: 

http://wwv>'. whitehouse.gov/omb/mgmt-gpra/gprptm 


Additional Information 


Executive Office of the President, Office of Management and Budget 

• Office of Performance and Personnel Management webpage: 
http://ww'w.whitehouse.gov/omb/performance default 

■ GPRA Modernization Act of 2010 resources webpage: 
http:.//www.whitehouse.gov/omb/performance/gpnn-3Ct 

■ 0MB Memorandum from Director Lew and Deputy Director Zients on Implementing the 
GPRA Modernization Act of 2010 and Delivering on the Accountable Government Initiative: 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/defaiilt/Files/omh/memoranda/201 l/ml 1-1 /.pdf 

U.S. Government Accountability Office 

• GAO’S March 16, 2011, testimony by Gene L. Dodaro, Comptroller General of the United 
States, before the Senate Budget Committee’s Task Force on Government Performance, on 
the GPRA Modernization Act (GAO-1 1-466T): httD://wu-'w.gao.gov/new.items/dl 1466t.pdf 

■ GAO’S March 2004 Report to Congressional Requesters, Results-Oriented Government: 
GPRA Has Established a Solid Foundation for Achieving Greater Results National Strategy 
(GAO-04-38): hltp://www.gao.gOY/new.iteiTis/d0438.pdf 

IBM Center for the Business of Government 

• Report by John M. Kamensky, Senior Fellow, GPRA Modernization Act of 2010 Explained: 
http://wwTv.businessofGovernment.org/sites/default/tiles/GPRA%20Modemization%20Act% 
20ofyo202010.pdf 


O 


i 

I 


VerDate Nov 24 2008 


14:27 Nov 28, 2011 Jkt 067636 


PO 00000 Frm 00144 


Fmt6601 Sfmt6011 


P:\DOCS\67636.TXT JOYCE 



